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70 YEARS OF MLA LEADERSHIP SHAPES THE MAINE LOBSTER INDUSTRY

By Robin Alden

For 70 years, the Maine Lobstermens Association (MLA) has shaped the fishery
that lobstermen know today. Fishermen have done this, working to keep lobster-
ing as a fishery that works in communities all along the coast. The Maine lobster
fishery is one of the healthiest community fisheries in the world. This success is
worth celebrating.

Two months ago, I chronicled major achievements of the MLA's history. No
oil refinery in Eastport. Crewmen are self-employed, not employees. Sales tax
refunds on equipment. V-notch and the oversize measure are the rule from
here to North Carolina. No landing dragger or gillnet-caught lobsters by Maine
fishermen and restrictive limits elsewhere. Lobstermen are owner-operators
of their businesses. Entry into the fishery is controlled by apprenticeship, not
money. Lobstermen can set their own zone’s in/out ratio. Within caps, they can
also set their own trap limits and times of fishing if they want.

None of this has happened easily. The MLA’s leadership has coaxed out these
wins with a clear vision about what is important to the thousands of fishermen
who pride themselves in having the freedom to go lobstering on their own terms.
The MLA has pursued this with tenacity, holding ground. But success hasn’t
come from just bulling. The MLA has been skillful: listening, being trustworthy,
and being willing to work with, not just against, to get things done ashore.

Board le ader ship

The MLA Board of Directors, 100% commercial lobstermen, is at the heart of
the MLA’s effectiveness. It is why the association has successfully supported

For 70 years the MLA has ensured a sustainable fishery for lobstering
families throughout the coast. C. Clegg photo.

the whole industry — large and small, eastern, midcoast, and southern — for
70 years. The board is the boss, say board members past and present, made
up of people who are smart, get along with people, and are highly respected in
their community.
Continued on page 22
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LOBSTER ZONE COUNCILS
CONSIDER THE FUTURE

By Melissa Waterman

The Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) staff updated
Maine’s seven lobster zone coun-
cils during meetings in January
and February on an array of is-
sues, particularly the lobster
gauge changes mandated by the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC) and the
department’s expanded right
whale monitoring activities.

In May last year the ASMFC
Lobster Board passed
Addendum 27 to the lobster fish-
ery management plan, which
created a “trigger” mechanism
that, when reached, would re-
quire a gauge increase. The pur-
pose of the Addendum is to im-
prove the resiliency of the Gulf of

Maine/Georges Bank lobster population by allowing more lobsters

The trigger was set at a 35% decline in juvenile lobster abundance,
as established by three lobster surveys (Maine/NH/Massachusetts
spring and fall trawl survey indices; and model-based ventless trap
survey index). In October, ASMFC scientists determined a 39% de-
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C OA S TA L O U T LO O K Thoughts from MLCA President Amber-Jean Nickel

Maine is often said to be the largest neighborhood rather
than a state. It seems like everyone knows

our monthly newspaper. To be sure we can expand our
programing and communications we

each other and, in most cases, supports
communities far and wide. The lobstering
community is the perfect example of that
connection. We see it in the toughest of
times to the joined celebrations while
winning court cases that keep our iconic
fishery alive.

The network of support associations is
no different. Many years ago, in 2010, the
Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance
was formed to not only fight for the
industry, but to educate the public about
Maine’s lobstering heritage, reinforce
scientific research, and expand support
to not just the fishermen but to their

have made a few updates to our structure.
Our name will now be Maine Lobster
Community Alliance and though our
website URL is the same, milcalliance.
org, you will notice a new look. With
events being added often and new ways
to give, support can come from more of
you. Our store is up and running where
you can purchase swag with a purpose,
and anyone can sign up to have Landings
mailed to their home.

Partnerships with organizations like
the Maine Lobstermens Association
will allow us to continue to expand our

families and communities too.

For 14 years, we have donejust that with programs that have
expanded over time to include conservation, leadership
programs and continuing education, including Landings,

outreach efforts and provide more value
to our coastal communities. Our new look
may be subtle, but our renewed focus remains committed
to fostering thriving coastal communities and preserving
Maine’s lobstering heritage.

MAINE LOBSTER COMMUNITY ALLIANCE DONATES
$10,000 TO HELP COASTAL COMMUNITIES REBUILD

The Maine Lobster Community Alliance (MLCA), whose
mission is to foster thriving coastal communities and
preserve Maine’s lobstering heritage, announced in late
February that it would donate $10,000 to the Working
Waterfront Support Fund.

The fund was established following January’s devastating
storms and historic flooding that caused widespread de-
struction and millions of dollars of damage in communi-
ties up and down the Maine coast.

The MLCA is working with other fishing and working
waterfront partner organizations including the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association, Maine Coast Fishermen’s
Association, Maine Marine Trades Association, New
England Fishermen's Stewardship Association, and the
Maine Lobstering Union to survey the damage and deter-
mine how the Working Waterfront Support Fund can be
most useful.

“Lobstermen can't get to work if they don’t have access to
working waterfront,” said Amber-Jean Nickel, president
of the MLCA. “Right now, so many hardworking families
who live in our coastal communities are suffering and try-
ing to pick up the pieces. We are confident that the state
and federal government will eventually provide financial

resources to help the rebuilding, but we anticipate that the
Working Waterfront Support Fund can provide not only a
little bit of help today, but also a little bit of hope.”

The MLCA also announced thatitis selling special “Preserve
and Protect” merchandise for anyone interested in helping
to support the rebuilding process. Proceeds from the sale
of this merchandise will support the Working Waterfront
Support Fund. Products can be found at https:;//www.ml-
calliance.org/category/protect-preserve.

Protecting the
Future &

Preserving the
Past of Maine's

Donate to the MLCA today!

Lobstering
Industry.
Name:
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Address:

communities and preserve Maine’s lobstering
heritage. MLCA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit

organization which achieves its charitable .
Email:

City, State, Zip:

mission through programs in education,

research and charity. Phone:

www.milcalliance.org
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LOBSTER INDUSTRY SADDENED BY RIGHT WHALE DEATH

By MLA staff

On February 14, 2024, Maine's lobster industry received the sad and shocking
news that juvenile female right whale (5120), which washed ashore on Martha’s
Vineyard on January 28, died from a

buoys were no longer present. Disentanglement teams made many attempts to
disentangle the whale but were not successful due to poor weather conditions
and evasive whale behavior. Attempts to attach a tracking buoy were also not
successful.

chronic entanglement. NOAA Fisheries
determined the gear “is consistent with
the rope used in Maine state water
trap/pot buoy lines.”

The necropsy, performed on February
1, determined chronic entanglement
as the cause of death and found no
evidence of ship strike. The gear anal-
ysis found that the gear most deeply
embedded in the tail was 3/8” rope
marked with a purple zip tie. The case
is still under investigation by NOAA's
Office of Law Enforcement.

Department of Marine Resources
(DMR) Commissioner Keliher con-
veyed the “difficult news” through alet-
ter to Maine’s lobster industry, writing
that the incident “is very unfortunate -
our goal is zero entanglements.”

A team of experts from DMR, including
three Marine Patrol Officers, inspected
the gear and agreed that it is consistent
with Maine trap/pot gear. The DMR team disagreed that the gear originated
from state waters, citing a lack of evidence on where it was set because too
much of the gear had been lost. According to DMR, it is likely that only one
endline was involved in this entanglement, ruling out the prospect of a second-
ary entanglement.

NOAA fisheries photo.

The whale was first sighted entangled in August 2022 with line wrapped around
its tail and fluke blade, two buoys present at the tail, and approximately 200
feet of line trailing behind the whale at the surface. The trailing line was gone
in a sighting off Massachusetts in January 2023. The whale was seen again in
February in Canada and, when sighted in June 2023 in Massachusetts, the

Rope removed from #5120 included a purple tracer attached to the line.

“Maine lobstermen have made many
changes to their fishing practices to
avoid harming a right whale,” com-
mented MLA' Policy Director Patrice
McCarron. “Based on the timeline, it
appears this whale became entangled
before Maine lobstermen transitioned
to weaker endlines”

The backlash from environmental
groups has been fierce and anxiety is
high in the lobster industry. “No Maine
lobsterman wants our gear to harm
a right whale or anything else in the
ocean, said MLA President Kristan
Porter. “Maine lobstermen have never
turned our backs on working with sci-
entists, regulators, and environmen-
tal groups. We've set the standard for
whale conservation practices around
the world,” he said. “Now these radical
environmental groups want to ignore
the conservation measures we have in
place and paint us as the bad guys.”

The federal whale plan is based on a computer model which assumes Maine’s
lobster fishery is responsible for as many as five right whale deaths per year, a
figure that the Maine industry disputes, explained McCarron.

Jane Davenport, an attorney with Defenders of Wildlife, said in a statement,
“The Maine lobster industry’s lobbyists and lawyers have been deceiving the
public for years, claiming that Maine gear has never been tied to a right whale’s
death.” NMFS data show that this is the first known right whale death resulting
from an entanglement in Maine lobster gear.

Continued on page 23
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DIFFICULT DECISIONS ON REBUILDING AFTER JANUARY STORMS

By Jacqueline Weaver

This story was originally published by The Maine Monitor, a nonprofit and
nonpartisan news organization.

Kenneth Knauer, a project manager with Prock Marine, one of Maine’s largest
marine contractors, is used to being busy. But the past few weeks have been an
exception.

“We've been getting phone calls pretty steady ever since the storms hit,” said
Knauer, referring to the back-to-back January storms that walloped the state’s
coast, with gusts from the southeast clocking in at 92 mph in some places.

Commercial docks are taking priority, said Knauer, while residential customers
will have to wait. “We've been telling people for a residential dock or pier we
won't be able to get to them until the summer of 2025

Navigating the world of shoreland zoning is complicated on a good day. Now,
Prock engineers are trying to draft designs for new wharves, docks and piers that
will make the infrastructure less vulnerable to rising seas and stronger storms
while still meeting regulations set by communities, the Maine Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

There also are practical constraints, like lobster fishermen who need docks to
be at a certain level to be able to unload or load their traps.

Many wharfs today are built at six feet above mean high tide, said Knauer, but
he is recommending upping that to eight feet, given the historic high tides seen
in much of the state last month, which topped 14.5 feet in some places. “When
I first started we would do five feet, then six feet. The norm should be eight feet
above the mean high water”

Meeting all these needs might mean not just building higher, but changing up
materials altogether. Some waterfront property owners, said Knauer, are re-
thinking wooden piers and docks and considering using aluminum instead, or
adding concrete or granite structures below as supports.

Even concrete and stone, however, are no guarantee, said Knauer, and may not
make sense everywhere.

“We've seen some large concrete slabs and granite walls get destroyed because
they’re so rigid and compact.” Aluminum decking can be removed ahead of a
storm, but if it’s left in place, creates a large surface area that could be impacted
by the wind and waves.
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Rebuilding wharves and structures, like this one in Rockland

harbor during the January 13 storm, requires hard decisions
about what the future might bring. Maine Public photo.

“Wood pilings and wood decking are more breathable, and it’s cheaper to re-
place,” Knauer said. “Sometimes you have to think: ‘if something is going to
break, how hard is it to fix?”

What works in one place might not work in another, said Knauer — everything
is on a case-by-case basis. “We normally go look at a site, give a proposal, and
alot of times refer them to other agents and engineers to help them get a per-
mit,” Knauer said. “It seems like every town has their own little thing. Then you
add DEP and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers”

Under the DEP’s “permit by rule;” anyone seeking to rebuild or repair a dam-
aged structure as it existed prior to the storms is able to begin work two weeks
after filing for a permit, as long as DEP staff haven't raised any objections.

The Legislature's Committee on Environment and Natural Resources is consid-
ering a bill to allow fast track
permitting and wharves built
up to four feet higher than
previously allowed.

Robert Wood, director of the
Bureau of Land Resources for
the DEP, said the bill would al-
low repair and replacement
of wharfs, docks, and piers
without a Natural Resources
Protection Act permit, as
long as the structure is the
same as what existed before.
The legislation would also al-
low the new structure to be
four feet higher than previ-
ously permitted.

“A lot of folks who had dam-
age are going to be repair-
ing those structures, in some
cases, replacing, and are very
interested in bringing them up higher to be more resilient,” said Wood. “Some
docks are right above the normal high water line”

A waterfront building awash in

Thomaston in January. PenBayPilot
photo.

Chipman’s Wharf, a wholesale seafood and retail establishment in Milbridge,
lost 130 feet of dock and a bait shed in the storms, and is one of the many wa-
terfront businesses tackling the rebuilding process.

Co-owner Amity Chipman said the family is working with an engineer on a de-
sign to make the wharfbetter able to withstand storms like the ones in January,
which she said they had never encountered before. At the moment, the pro-
posed wharf design might be higher and wider.

Chipman said that with added height of the wharf, fishermen also likely will
be making more regular use of hoists to lift traps. The company had two hoists
that were lost in the storms.

Those who live and work on the waterfront have a short list of options as sea
levels rise, as marine geologist Peter Slovinsky told the Monitor last year: “Do
nothing, avoid, accommodate, adapt, protect and relocate.

One thing, said Knauer, is for certain. “Try as you might, youre not going to
stop the water”
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Lobster Zone Councils continued from page 1

cline in the recruit indices from the reference period (2016-2018) which trig-
gered a schedule of management changes.

For Lobster Management Area 1 (LMA1), that decline mandated a gauge in-
crease by June 1, 2024. DMR Commissioner Keliher successfully proposed that
ASFMC delay implementation of the increase until January 1, 2025. The delay
will provide additional time to work with Canada on measures that support
equity for Maine lobstermen and stock resiliency on both sides of the border. It
will also allow gauge manufacturers the needed time to produce new gauges.

OnJanuary 1, 2025, the minimum gauge size for LMA1 will become 3-5/16 inch-
es, a 1/16-inch increase. On January 1, 2027, the minimum size will increase
another 1/16 of an inch to 3-3/8 inches. Then on January 1, 2028, escape vent
sizes will increase (2 inches X 5-3/4 inches rectangular; 2-5/8 inches circular).

The ASMFC Lobster Board also has initiated Addendum 30 to the lobster man-
agement plan to clarify how the measures of Addendum 27 will apply to im-
ports of lobster from Canada. The Mitchell Provision in the Magnuson-Stevens
Act prohibits imports of whole live lobster smaller than the minimum posses-
sion size, currently 3-% inches. The proposed addendum would make clear that
Addendum 27 shall comply with the Mitchell Provision, meaning the smallest
minimum size for lobsters imported from another country would match the
smallest minimum size in effect in the U.S.

Concerning the state’s right whale monitoring efforts, the DMR received funds
through the 2023 Consolidated Appropriations Act to gather data on the occur-
rence of right whales in the Gulf of Maine. Because there was insufficient right
whale monitoring in the Gulf and poor spatial data about where lobstermen
fish, previous right whale and risk assessment models for the Gulf of Maine used
by National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) had areas of high uncertainty.

Anita Murray, marine scientist in DMPR’s Division of Marine Mammal Research,
spoke about the department’s expanded passive acoustic monitoring activities.
As of November 2023, 26 passive acoustic monitors were operating in Maine’s
state and federal Gulf of Maine waters. The monitors are anchored to the bot-
tom with no surface expression, floating approximately six meters off the sea-
floor; each records all sounds, including whale vocalizations, within about a
six-mile radius. The acoustic data, downloaded every four months, will be com-
bined with new at-sea visual surveys undertaken in March, July, and November
this year and planned aerial surveys.

DMR’s extensive aerial surveys will begin this spring along the coast. The sur-
vey plane will fly at 1,000-foot altitude along survey tracks spaced four nautical
miles apart. DMR’s goal is to fly all the survey tracks every month.

Murray noted that currently right whale survey results, sightings, and acoustic

-Ask For
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Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission

detections from different sources are publicly available on www.whalemap.org.
The site compiles data from 12 contributors on right whale movements along
the Eastern seaboard and is updated in near real-time. The interactive map
shows that right whales were definitively sighted in the western Gulf of Maine
between January 1 and January 23.

DMR has also drawn on Consolidated Appropriations Act funds to set up an
Innovative Gear Library for lobstermen. The Gear Library will allow lobster-
men to try out different types of on-demand lobster gear, offer their comments,
and collect data on the gear for researchers and gear manufacturers. It will in-
clude on-demand systems as well as other less-expensive technologies, such
as electronic timed-released systems. Gear will be loaned to lobstermen, with
enough gear to cover two trawls per lobsterman. Lobstermen will be compen-
sated for up to eight days of testing each month at $300-$400 per day while
fishing and $1,920-$2,400 per day when not fishing, depending on boat length.
By testing the gear lobstermen can let both DMR and NMFS know what works
and what does not work in different areas of the coast.
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Commercial Fisheries News
fish-news.com/cfn
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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STEAMING AHEAD
BY AMBER-JEAN NICKEL, MLA COO

This year is the 70th anniversary of the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association! Traditionally known as the Platinum
Anniversary, it is a sign of both rarity and strength. If that
doesn’t accurately define the MLA, I don’t know what does.

Let’s think about it. In 1954, Leslie Dyer of Vinalhaven re-
alized that lobstermen needed to work together in order
to get a better deal from lobster buyers. To us that seems
like a pretty straightforward notion, but remember, in 1954
lobstermen largely fished inshore, on a very specific terri-
tory. Getting together with other lobstermen from distant
parts of the coast didn’t

ited in Maine due to the political strength of the MLA may
be just a hazy memory in the minds of some lobstermen.

But no one can forget the fact that the MLA took on the
National Marine Fisheries Service in a time of dire peril for
the fishery....and won.

If we had not been at the table, if we had not raised the
money to hire the expertise of a stellar legal team, if we had
not used our collective power to get Congressional action
in late 2022, the state’s lobster fishery would have been so
restricted by regulations designed to protect right whales
that it effectively would

happen often. Plus lobster-
ing was not a full-time job
in those days. Fishermen
moved among many differ-
ent fisheries depending on
the time of year. The idea
that a lobsterman might
want to be part of an or-
ganization solely devoted
to the lobster fishery, and
pay money for the privilege,
must have seemed a little
strange in 1954.

Les Dyer persevered. He
traveled to Beals and Cutler,
he went down to Portland,
he talked to lobstermen on
the islands. With the assis-
tance of Rockland attorney
Alan Grossman, he pulled
together enough lobster-
men and enough money
to organize the MLA. Its
first meeting was held in
the old Thorndike Hotel
in Rockland on October 1,
1954. As a local newspaper
wrote at the time, “The com-
bination of low prices for
their catch and the loss of
gear in the two hurricanes
has brought lobstermen along the Maine coast to a realiza-
tion that something must be done to help their business.

Fisherman in 1999.

Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?

Since 1954 the MLA has been doggedly working to sus-
tain the lobster fishery and the people and communities
that rely on it. We are the oldest fishing organization on
the East Coast. A list of the issues the MLA has tackled in
70 years would run longer than your arm. But no organ-
ization can afford to rest on its laurels. The fact that the
MLA managed to block construction of an oil refinery in
Downeast Maine back in the 1970s probably isn’t foremost
in the minds of young lobstermen dealing with re-marking
their gear with purple color again this spring. The fact that
the MLA packed the Augusta Civic Center with lobstermen
to successfully crush the possibility of dragger-caught lob-
sters being landed in Maine might not make a lobsterman
considering where to get good bait this season look up. The
fact that corporate ownership of lobster licenses is prohib-

Arnie Gamage, Pat White, Dave Cousens and

other MLA members on the cover of National

have died this year.

I took this position with
the MLA around March
2023. If you asked me why,
I think I would say that I
was impressed by the hon-
est dedication I saw among
the board members and the
MLAS staff. You don't find
that sort of passion in many
businesses or organizations.
I respected the fact that the
MLA had been doing what it
does so well for so long. You
don’t find many small advo-
cacy groups still taking on
the big fights after so many
decades of struggle.

I liked what I saw. I like it
even more after a year.

And after a year, I need to
ask you a question: Are you
a member? Are you a do-
nor? Are you a part of this
iconic legacy, built over the
generations? Thank you if
you are! If not, why not?

The MLA has been led by
many people over the years
— Les Dyer, Ossie Beal, Ed
Blackmore, David Cousens, and Kristan Porter. But at its
core the MLA is its members. The members and the board
of directors they elect make this 70-year-old miracle tick.

In our Platinum Anniversary year, please join us. While the
victory in court last year has given the fishery breathing
room for now, the very same regulatory efforts — to reduce
the risk of entanglement by right whales in lobster fishing
gear — are due to return in 2028. Once again the MLA will
be fighting for Maine’s lobstermen, all of them, through
every means available to it. After all, that’s what we've been
doing for 70 years.

I'hope you will be with us.

Your Membership Matters.
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VESSEL STRIKE THE CAUSE OF RIGHT WHALE DEATH OFF GEORGIA

On February 16, NMFS announced preliminary findings from the necropsy of
the juvenile female right whale found dead off of Georgia on February 13. The
injuries are consistent with a vessel strike based on evidence of blunt force
trauma, including fractures of the skull. Additional histological and diagnostic
testing of samples is pending. This case is still under investigation by NOAA
Office of Law Enforcement. The deceased whale is the offspring of Pilgrim
(#4340) and was first documented in December 2022

RIGHT WHALE ON MARTHA'S VINEYARD DIED OF ENTANGLEMENT

The MLA is closely monitoring information surrounding the death of Right
Whale 5120 found on Martha’s Vineyard on January 28. On February 14, NOAA
Fisheries announced that the rope removed from the deceased whale “is con-
sistent with the rope used in Maine state water trap/pot buoy lines.”

A team of DMR experts familiar with how Maine lobster gear is rigged to com-
ply with whale regulations viewed the gear removed from the carcass and con-
cluded that it is consistent with Maine lobster gear. The DMR team disagreed
with NOAA that the gear originated from state waters, citing a lack of evidence
tomake a determination because too much of the gear had been lost. According
to DMR, it is likely that only one endline was involved in this entanglement, rul-
ing out the prospect of a secondary entanglement.

The whale was first sighted entangled in August 2022 with line wrapped around
its tail and fluke blade, two buoys present at the tail, and approximately 200
feet of line trailing at the surface behind the whale. The trailing line was gone
when sighted off Massachusetts in January 2023. The whale was seen again in
February in Canada. When it was observed in June 2023 in Massachusetts, the
buoys were no longer present. Disentanglement teams made many attempts to
disentangle the whale but were not successful due to poor weather conditions
and evasive whale behavior. Attempts to attach a tracking buoy were also not
successful.

The necropsy, performed on February 1, determined chronic entanglement as
the cause of death and found no evidence of ship strike. The gear analysis found
that the rope most deeply embedded in the tail was 3/8” rope marked with
a purple zip tie. The case is still under investigation by NOAA’s Office of Law
Enforcement.

The MLA has pledged to conduct its own thorough, independent review of all
evidence in this case as soon as it becomes available. The MLA will bring a
team of lobstermen to analyze the gear, review all reports from this case includ-
ing the necropsy, chain of custody of the gear removal, and all other evidence
associated with this case. MLA will demand accountability for all discrepan-
cies in the current findings, including DMR’s dispute of NOAA finding that the
entangling gear originated from Maine state waters. We hope our investigation
will shed some light on how this whale became entangled so we can ensure this
does not happen again.

Additional whale regulations are not anticipated because the lobster fishery
is in compliance with the Endangered Species Act and the Marine Mammal
Protection Act until December 31, 2028.

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS SUE OVER VESSEL STRIKES

On February 13, several environmental organizations joined forces to sue NMFS
to force the agency to issue a new Vessel Speed Rule to save the North Atlantic
right whale. In August 2022, NMFS proposed changes to the Vessel Speed Rule to
expand the locations and timing of seasonal speed zones along the East Coast.
The proposed rule would also require the mandatory speed restrictions of 10
knots or less for most vessels 35 to 65 feet in length. The Whale and Dolphin
Conservation, Defenders of Wildlife, Conservation Law Foundation, and the
Center for Biological Diversity filed a request to allow a paused lawsuit about
the ship speed rules to go forward. Members of the groups have criticized the
federal government for delays in releasing the final rules and said they hope to
force a deadline via their lawsuit.

HOPE FOR RIGHT WHALE POPULATION

The most recent right whale population estimate by NMFS (2022) shows that
the population’s sharp decline has leveled off due to an increase in right whale
survival. Entanglement deaths are down significantly.

According to NMFS, 19 right whale calves were born in 2024 so far, and right
whale births have exceeded deaths since 2020. NMFS data show only two right
whale deaths in 2020 from a vessel strike and an unviable newborn, two deaths
in 2021 from a vessel strike and an entanglement in Canadian snow crab gear,
zero deaths in 2022, and two deaths in 2023 from a vessel strike and an unviable
newborn.

Source: NMIFS

NMFS data show that right whale 5120 is the first known right whale death
resulting from an entanglement in Maine lobster gear. The federal whale plan
assumes Maine’s lobster fishery is responsible for as many as five right whale
deaths per year based on a computer model, a figure that the MLA disputes.

MASSACHUSETTS LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION SUES OVER
WEDGE CLOSURE

On February 9, the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association filed a lawsuit
against NOAA over the permanent closure of an area known as “the Wedge”
to protect right whales. The area was closed through emergency rulemaking
in 2022 and 2023. NOAA issued a final rule on February 6 to make the closure
permanent.

The Wedge is a roughly 250-square-mile area which sits between the federal
and state waters portion at the northern end of the Massachusetts Restricted
Area. The wedge is currently exempted from the stricter gear limits imposed in
the surrounding waters.

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association claims that permanent closure
of the Massachusetts Restricted Area Wedge annually from February 1 to April
30 is unlawful under the Consolidated Appropriations Act (CAA) of 2023. The
association called the move a “continuation of NOAA’s unlawful conduct,” and
noted the area is of “critical importance” to the 650 commercial lobstermen
still fishing in Massachusetts. According to the association, there has been his-
torically low levels of right whale sightings in the region.

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association previously filed a lawsuit against
NMES in D.C. District Court in February 2023. The court did not grant immedi-
ate relief because the association failed to show irreparable harm from closure
of the Wedge. When the Wedge area reopened, NMFS filed to dismiss the case,
which was granted by the court.

LOBSTER MARKET STABILIZES TO PRE-PANDEMIC LEVELS

SeafoodSource.com reports that 2023 was a solid year for the North American
lobster industry, due to a growing Asian market. According to a panel of shellfish
experts at the 2024 Global Seafood Market, landings are expected to be down
5% in 2023 but the resource is in excellent shape and continues to be reliable.

Annie Tselikis, director of marketing and business development at Slade
Gorton, reported that exports to China, Hong Kong, and Vietnam fueled
growth. “Looking at the 2023 data, we're almost back to where we were not just
pre-pandemic, but pre-trade war, which I think is pretty significant,” Tselikis
said.

Lobster imports from Canada into the U.S. were down in 2023, with live vol-
umes dropping from 43 million pounds in 2022 to 34 million pounds in 2023,
according to Ready Seafood Vice President Andrew Daughan. A major change
in the fishery is that higher interest rates are impacting lobster distribution,
he said. The industry continues to face challenges. Daughan reports that busi-
nesses are no longer willing to hold inventory in the offseason.

VENTLESS TRAP SURVEY APPLICATIONS DEADLINE MARCH 8

DMR, in cooperation with the Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation, seeks four in-
dustry participants for the Regional Ventless Trap Program through a competi-
tive bid process. This is an opportunity to participate in a cooperative research
project between industry and scientists from Maine through Rhode Island.

The lobster catch will be measured by a sea sampler and immediately returned
to the ocean. All traps, line, and buoys will be supplied to participating fisher-
men. Interested parties will need to complete the application to identify ves-
sel specifications, daily rate, and preferred sampling leg. Applications are due

MLA continued on page 8
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MLA Update continued from page 7

via mail, email, texted picture, or fax by March 8, 2024 to Krystin Kleman at
kristyn.kleman@maine.gov or 207-350-7350. Additional information and appli-
cation are available at www.maine.gov/dmr/science/species-information/maine-
lobster/lobster-life-stages-and-dmr-surveys/ventless-trap-survey.

NMFS MANDATORY EVTR REPORTING EFFECTIVE APRIL 1

NOAA Fisheries is implementing mandatory electronic Vessel Trip Reporting
(eVTR) for federal lobster permit holders beginning April 1. The landing reports
include five additional lobster-specific data elements, with the requirement
that all eVTRs must be completed through the effort section of the reporting
app prior to landing and submitted to Great Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office
(GARFO) within 48 hours of the conclusion of a fishing trip.

According to DMR, Maine lobstermen may submit their catch reports using
VESL app or may report using NOAA Fish Online or eTrips (HarborLights
Software) to fulfill state and federal reporting obligations. Reporting through
LEEDS will not meet NMFS’s reporting requirement.

NMES recommends lobster vessel operators download one of the apps as soon
as possible so they can become familiar with entering their catch information.
The current NOAA Fish Online (FOL) iOS app does not support lobster report-
ing. Vessel operators who are currently submitting eVTR’s through the iOS app
will need to download and install the Fish Online Web app through their FOL
account.

A few reminders for vessel operators and federal seafood dealers:

« Anyone submitting eVTR’s on any of the available apps will also need to
have a valid GARFO vessel operator permit. If a vessel operator does not
have an operator permit, they can apply for a permit using their FishOnline
account. If they need assistance with this, they can reach out to a Port
Agent or contact the permit office by email NMFS.GAR.Permits@noaa.gov
or by calling 978-282-8438.

« Thereporting device is required to be on board the vessel while fishing, and
all trip reports must be completed through the effort and catch portion of
the eVTR before they enter port. All trips must be submitted to GARFO
within 48 hours of landing.

«  Vessel operators are responsible for giving the dealer(s) the 14-digit eVTR
number created on their reporting app.

« Federal dealers are required to report that eVITR number on all federal
dealer reports. The eVTR number is how GARFO matches the trip report to
the corresponding dealer report.

For more information, call the vessel reporting helpdesk at 978-281-9188 with
any reporting questions. You can visit NMFS website at www.fisheries.noaa.
gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/resources-fishing/how-complete-commercial-
evtr-lobster-and-jonah-crabs-using-fish-online-evtr-web-app. Sign up to receive
email updates at https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNOAAFISHERIES/
subscriber/new.

MAINE OFFSHORE WIND RESEARCH TO BEGIN IN 2024

The Governor’s Energy Office (GEO) announced two research awards totalling
nearly $400,000 on behalf of the Maine
Offshore Wind Research Consortium,
to begin in 2024. The research was iden-
tified by the Research Consortium’s
Advisory Board, an assembly of fisher-
ies, wildlife, marine science, and indus-
try experts advising Maine’s offshore
wind research plans. Karp Strategies
and Dr. Alison Bates of Colby College
will create a baseline inventory of soci-
oeconomic data pertaining to Maine’s
fishing communities. Karp Strategies
is a certified urban planning and con-
sulting firm. Dr. Alison Bates brings
experience researching public percep-
tions of offshore wind.

Aqua Wind photo.

ERM Consulting and Engineering (ERM) in consultation with the Gulf of Maine
Research Institute (GMRI) will explore approaches to fisheries coexistence with
floating offshore wind. ERM is a global consultancy firm that assesses the environ-
mental and socioeconomic impacts of floating offshore wind on commercial fish-
ing communities. GMRI offers local knowledge and connections to Maine fishing.

The state will seek more proposals for research to address additional topics
identified by the Advisory Board, including a benthic mapping project with op-
portunities for commercial fishing vessel support.

NEFMC SEEKS INPUT ON DEVELOPMENT OF HERRING PLAN

The New England Fishery Management Council (Council) is conducting six
scoping meetings to solicit comments on arange of alternatives for Amendment
10 to the Atlantic Herring Fishery Management Plan, which will address when
and where herring are allocated among fishing areas to minimize user con-
flicts, contribute to optimum yield, and support rebuilding of the resource.

The Council is also proposing to
take action to enhance river her-
ring (alewife and blueback her-
ring) and shad (American shad
and hickory shad) avoidance
and other catch reduction meas-
ures to better support ongoing
coastwide restoration efforts for
those species. Details on the pub-
lic scoping process will be posted

Maine Public photo.
on the Council’s website under

Amendment 10, attps://www.nefmc.org/management-plans/herring.

MLA BUSINESS MEMBER OF THE
MONTH: MIDCOAST SOLAR

Nate Curtis has been involved with solar energy installations for 22 years.
Born and brought up in New Harbor, his grandfather was a lobsterman, as
his cousins are now. His brother cultivates oysters. While fishing is part of
his family’s history, Curtis took a different direction. He founded MidCoast
Solar to bring community-based
solar energy options to the state.

“I chose to go into solar energy be-
cause it means working with nature
for a sustainable energy source that
has low impact which can provide
our communities with lower cost
electricity that doesn’t pollute the
air and ocean that my family and all
of our coastal families depend on,’
Curtis said.

Curtis noted that the Gulf of Maine

is one of the fastest warming re-

gions of the Atlantic Ocean; 2023
saw the Gulf’s temperature spike to
record levels again. “T am committed
even more to my mission of solar energy for Maine to help mitigate the
environmental effects which we are seeing in the oceans that are devas-
tating our fishing communities, our planet, our children’s future, and our
livelihoods, he said.

N. Curtis photo.

MidCoast Solar builds community solar farms that allow individuals and
businesses to purchase subscriptions for solar-generated power. The elec-
tricity created by the solar farm offsets the electricity used by the sub-
scribers. Each subscriber receives credits from their power company for
the energy generated by the solar farm. In many cases, the credits zero out
the existing utility bill.

“I am proud to support the Maine Lobstermen’s Association,” Curtis said.
“I take every opportunity to educate visitors, new residents, and others on
how Maines lobster fishery is the most sustainable fishery in the world
and how climate change, regulations, offshore wind turbines, and other
pressures are threatening the future of this essential industry and Maine’s
coastal communities.”

Midcoast Solar
sales@midcoastsolar.com
207.350.3060 207.522.2797
https://www.midcoastsolar.com
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MEET THE MLA BOARD MEMBERS

By Melissa Waterman

Laurin Brooks wanted to know more. The Kennebunk lobsterman had been on
the Lobster Zone G council for some years and, about six years ago, he could
feel that the lobster fishery was about to face some heavy weather. So he de-
cided to join the MLA board.

“I'was trying to sort out what was going on. I knew right whales would be a big
thing and then of course wind came up too,” he recalled. “Being on the MLA
board gave me a heads up about what was going on”

Brooks brought more than a lobsterman’s point of view to the MLA board.
During his time at sea Brooks has fished for just about everything: tuna, shrimp,
urchins, groundfish, and lobster. He had already seen fisheries diminish and
close, and now the federal government was turning its attention to lobster.

“I came on as the whale thing was at its height. The court case, it was tough,” he
said. “The MLA had a very lim-
ited budget. We had to look at
other avenues [than member-
ship] to bring money in””

When the MLA legal case
against the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) was
denied in 2022 on all counts by
the Washington D.C. District
Court, the MLA board had to
take stock. To battle a federal
agency in court took superb
legal expertise, and such skill
was expensive. Should the
MLA appeal the court’s deci-
sion and commit itself to even
greater legal bills?

Laurin Brooks.

“We never had a down attitude,” Brooks recalled. “We were going to at least try.
We held our ground and stayed with the plan. And here we are now. What we
did is really amazing”

Brooks will step down from his place on the board this month. He will miss his
fellow board members but not the long drive from Kennebunk to Belfast each
month. “Me and [ fellow board member]| Chris Welch travel together but the
summers are hard. Part of the reason I joined was that the board only had Chris
from this part of the state, south of Portland,” he said.

Brooks is glad to see younger lobstermen getting involved in the MLA and join-
ing the board. “They are really smart and know what they are talking about. It’s
great to see them step up,” he said. “I would love to see the MLA grow. I would
like to see all lobstermen in the state be members. We need more members
behind us”

MLA board member John Tripp, Tenants Harbor, remembers the tough years
when the MLA was countering the whale rules. “The legal fight was nerve-
wracking. It was David versus Goliath. There was just no way we were going
to beat the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the environmental
groups. But we did."

Tripp, 35, joined the board in 2014 after having attended the Lobster Leadership
Institute program the previous winter. Through the program Tripp and other
young Maine lobstermen learned about the management, conservation, and
economic elements of the fishery, attended management meetings at the local
and state level, and delved into the global markets for Maine lobster.

“Istarted sitting in on MLA meetings as part of the Leadership Institute. I think
I've attended nearly every meeting since then,” Tripp said.

He started just as the right whale issue was heating up. In 2017 and 2018 an
unprecedented number of right whales died in Canadian waters. Pressure
mounted from environmental organizations and the federal government to do
something to save the endangered whales. MLA board meetings grew tense,
yet the camaraderie among board members remained strong.

“It’s a group from throughout the coast of open-minded people who can see
both sides of an issue,” Tripp commented. “You can have a conversation with-
out fighting”

As the regulations designed to protect right whales brewed on the horizon,
offshore wind energy developments in the Gulf of Maine started popping up as
well. Governor Mills announced the state would apply to the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management (BOEM) for a lease 20 nautical miles off southern Maine
to construct a research array of wind turbines. The federal government de-
clared the Gulf of Maine open for commercial offshore wind leases.

“The one thing that is hard about being on the MLA board is being aware of
everything hanging over our
heads all the time. It was a lot eas-
ier fishing because you don't re-
ally know what’s happening until
it’s right in your face. I miss that
peace of mind,” Tripp said.

Getting together once a month
with lobstermen from through-
out the coast has given Tripp per-
spective on fishing in other parts
of the state as well as a better un-
derstanding of the commonali-
ties shared among all commercial
lobstermen. He wishes that more
lobstermen would understand
the benefits of being members of
the MLA.

“The fishery is more united than
it has been. We're in a super-con-
nected world now. It’s important
that we come together. We could
do really great things with more
industry backing,” he said.

“If we have to go to court every
10 years to keep fishing, then we
are going to do it. Other lobster-
men might not agree with us all
the time but the fact is, we get things done.”

John Tripp and his daughter aboard his

boat in Tenants Harbor. J. Tripp photo.

Many thanks to these fine businesses, >

the MLA’s Keeper members!
Novatec Braids LTD

Accutech Marine Propellor Island Fishing Gear &

Auto Parts

Agri-Access Oliver Investments, LLC

Atlantic Edge Lobster Island Fishermen’s Wives  p, Edge
Bar Harbor Bank John’s Bay Boat Co. Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Lobster Trap Co. Cooperative
Beals Lobster Pier Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.  Port Lobster Co.
Bowdoin College M & B Fish Co. I}{IE dThomas Marine
. : ardware
Dining Services Machias Savings Bank .
CEI Maine Center for Coastal RG Tax.Accountlng and
o o cn Fisheries Resolution
apman apman : :
P . P Maine Coast Fishermen’s Riverdale Mills
Chase Leavitt Association Rope Razor
Coastal Equipment Corp.  \faine Financial Group ~ Seacoast Lobster Bands
CSL Plasma Maine Lobstermen’s Seacoast Tours of Freeport
Downeast Dayboat Community Alliance Shearwater Marine

Farrin’s Boatshop Maine Ocean Lobster Surveying

Finestkind Scenic Cruises Maine Sea Grant South Bristol Fishermen’s

First National Bank Marine Hydraulic Cooperative
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc. Engineering Co. Inc. Superior Marine Products
McMillan Offshore Tenants Harbor

Georgetown Fishermen’s . oo
Survival Training

Cooperative Fishermen’s Cooperative
Gulf of Maine Lobster ~ Midcoast Marine Supply e Clam Shack
Foundation Midcoast Solar LLC Vallation Outerwear
Guy Cotten, Inc. Milton Cat Varney Insurance Inc.
The Hanover Insurance Naut.ilus. Marine Venture Bait
Group Fabrication ) .

) . Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Harbor Bait i\fzw lsrpgllilnd Marine & Cooperative

~ ndustrial Inc.
Infab Refractories Inc. New Eneland Pronell William Coffin & Sons
ew England Propeller

Inland Seafood £ P Winter Harbor

Northeast Marine Survey

Interstate Lobster Co. Fishermen’s Cooperative
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Many thanks to the businesses that not only support us
but offer a discount to YOU, our members.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Vessel Insurance

Falmouth, ME - Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG
approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and

more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution
Brunswick, ME — Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.

207-607-7118 www.rgtaxresolution.com

Automotive

Weirs Buick — GMC

Arundel, ME — Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070 www.weirsgmc.com

Bait

Nor’east Bait LLC

York, ME — $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com

Boat Builders/Repairs

SW Boatworks

Lamonie, ME — $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427
www.swboatworks.com

Electronic Equipment

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham, WA — Discounts & Specials for

MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117

Durabrite Lights
Garden City, NY = Free Shipping for MLA
members 201-915-0555

Hydraulics

Hamilton Marine

Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbotr, ME — Discounts
available to commercial fishermen.

North Atlantic Power Products

Exeter, NH — 10% discount for all service
repair of twin disc transmissions, 15% off any
new MGX series

603-418-0470

Trident Sustainable Plastic Solutions
Kittery, ME = 5% discount on all insulated
fish boxes. 610-715-0789

Fuel & Electricity

Midcoast Solar, LL.C

New Harbor, ME — MLA members receive
20% off for businesses and 18% off for
residential from our Community Solar Farms,
with a local $100 gift card or donation to
MILA for subscribets

207-350-3060 www.midcoastsolar.com

Gifts

Maine Camp Outfitters

Sunset, ME = 10% off all apparel and
romotional product orders.

800-560-6090

Maine Lobstermen’s Association

Kennebunk, ME — 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hotels

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH — 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LLC

South Portland, ME — 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth — (Ellsworth, ME)

Hampton Inn, Downtown/Waterfront —
(Portland, ME)

Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston —
(Rockland, ME)

Residence Inn by Marriott —
(Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates 7/‘07 MI.A members and
Business S upporters. Please contact the M1 .A
for booking information, or mention MIL.A when
booking.

Lobster & Seafood

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME — 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers

Commertcial Fisheries News

Deer Isle, ME — Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA — Special annual subscription rate for §12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

Accu Tech Marine Propeller Inc
Dover, NH — 10% off all setrvices.
603-617-3626 www.accutechmarine.com

New England Propeller Inc

Plymouth, MA — Discounts on marine pro-
peller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804 www.neprop.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME — 5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

www.nautilus-matine.com

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME — $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME — 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training, 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment

Cross Insurance Arena

Portland, ME — Special discounts to shows

at the Cross Arena in Portland! Use promo
code GFRIEND at checkout. Order by phone,
online, or in person at the box office.

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
Freeport, ME — 15% off tours for
MLA members. Must show MLA
card. 207-798-2001

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath ME — Free admission for card holding
MLA members. 207-443-1316

Show your MLA card to receive great discounts at these fine businesses!
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Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from 0’Hara?

N EED A LE N DER BI.AGK G[m FROZEN IN BOXES
WH O U N D E RSTAN DS YO U ? HEHHINE FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

2 POGIES  Fostvivsowes
O
e REDFISH  ouenisoss

[
Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit HUBKFISH

@

to Maine’s commercial fishing industry. With long- and short-term financing FROZEN IN BOXES
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice S AL‘I‘

. . . . . . 50 LB BAGS
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of

every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.
y type and Our lending exp d d your b TUNA FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

Call them today at the branch office closest to you.

b ouaLITY (
LOANS AND LEASES FOR: DEPENDABILITY

BOATS ° TRUCKS ¢ REAL ESTATE ¢ PERMITS SINCE 1907
BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES + WHARVES ¢ EQUIPMENT
HAUL OUT AND REPAIR + OPERATING LINES

% FARM CREDIT EAST , ot e o FRESH  FROZEN

%@ oharabait.com 207.594.0405  207.542.1856
800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM

BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES

Jonesboro, ME Portland, ME Thomaston, ME West Bath, ME Wakefield, RI
(207) 434-5791 (800) 244-8727 (800) 426-4526 (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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AQUAMESH’

Since 1980 Aquamesh® has revolutionized
the marine industry. It’s designed to

be weather and corrosion resistant to
withstand the harshest marine conditions.

—

=)=RIVERDALE

Aquamesh® | Manufactured by Riverdale Mills
riverdale.com | sales@riverdale.com | 1.800.762.6374

MAINE LOBSTER

JOIN THE MAINE LOBSTER
MARKETING COLLABORATIVE
AT THE FISHERMEN'S FORUM

On Friday, March 1, at 10:30 a.m, hear
an overview of the 2023 marketing
program'’s results and plans for 2024.

ATTENDING SEAFOOD
EXPO NORTH AMERICA?

Visit the MLMC at booth #2136 and take
advantage of an excellent opportunity to
network with industry memlbers and
seafood buyers at the Maine Seafood
Reception on March 11 hosted by the
MLMC, Maine Seafood and Maine Center
for Entrepreneurs. FMI, contact MLMC.

wwWw.lobsterfrommaine.com

ﬂ facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine mstogrom.com/\obsterfrommoine
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2024 Business Directory

AQUACULTURE

Atlantic Sea Farms

20 Pomerleau St.

Biddeford, ME 04005
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
wwwatlanticseafarms.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Hews Truck Bodies & Equipment
190 Rumery St.

South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136

info@hewsco.com

www.hewsco.com

Island Fishing Gear & NAPA Auto Parts
PO Box 292

Stonington, ME 04681

207-367-5959

visitthegirls@msn.com

Weirs

1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
207-985-3537
info@weirsgmc.com
WWW.Weirsgmc.com

BAIT DEALERS

CBS Lobster & Bait

52 Union Wharf
Portland ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
www.harborbait.net

Channel Fish Co.

4 Eagle Square

East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
info@channelfishco.com

www.channelfishco.com

Harbor Bait

69 Atlantic Ave
Boothbay, ME 04537
harborbait@outlook.com
207-633-2214

Lund’s Fishery, Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.

Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

M&B Fish Co.

26 Moran Rd.
Bridgton, ME, 04009
865-806-9997
mbfishco@gmail.com

Nor’east Bait

4 Vacation Dr.

York ME 03909
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
www.noreastbait.com

Venture Bait

40 Sunrise Lane
Hampden, ME 04444
207-852-3321
kjim5291@gmail.com

William Coffin & Sons Inc
PO Box 508

Jonesport, ME 04649
207-497-5765
www.coffinandsons.com

BOAT BUILDER & REPAIR

Brooklin Boat Yard
Brooklin, ME 04616
207-359-2236
info@brooklinboatyard.com
www.brooklinboatyard.com

Farrin’s Boat Shop

19 Sproul Road

Walpole ME 04573
207-563-5510
farrinsboatshop@tidewater.net
www.farrinsboatshop.com

Gillespie Marine LLC

519C Gardiner Rd.

Wiscasset, ME 04578
207-563-5510
farrinsboatshop@tidewater.net

Johns Bay Boat Company
PO Box 58

South Bristol ME
207-644-8261
www.johnsbayboat.com

Royal River Boat Repair
307 Bayview St.
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577
alan@royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks

358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com

Yankee Marina & Boatyard
142 Lafayette St.

Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-4326
yankee@yankeemarina.com
www.yankeemarina.com

BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES

Acadia Benefits

50 Portland Pier Ste 301
Portland, ME 04101
207-761-2426
kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
www.acadiabenefits.com

Chapman & Chapman

108 Main St.

Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-907-0900
777.accounting@bbrown.com
www.chapmanandchapmanins.com

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution
56 Maine St.

Brunswick, ME 04011
207-607-7118
www.rgtaxresolution.com

DOCUMENTATION, MARINE SURVEY

Northeast Marine Survey, Inc
9 Bangs Shore Road

Orrs Island, ME 04066
207-833-0954
nemsinc@comcast.net
www.northeastmarinesurvey.us

Shearwater Marine Surveying LLC
Lincolnville, ME

207-272-7364
shearwatermarinesurveying@gmail.com
shearwatermarinesurveying.com

ELECTRONICS
Deckhand Electronic Logbook
11 Bellwether Way Ste 109
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-399-6993 DECKHAND

ELECTRONIC LOGBOOK

info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com

NAVROC Marine Electronics
156 New County Rd

Rockland ME 04841
207-596-7803
Jjason@rockbound.com
WWW.NAvroc.com

EDUCATION & ENTERTAINMENT

Finestkind Scenic Cruises
PO Box 1828

Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5227
ehubbard@maine.rr.com
www.finestkindcruises.com

The Lobster Institute

193 Clark’s Cove Rd

Walpole, ME 04573
207-581-1443
christina.cash@maine.edu
www.umaine.edu/lobsterinstitute

Maine Maritime Museum

243 Washington St.

Bath, ME 04530

207-443-1316
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
P.O.Box 194

South Freeport, ME 04078
207-798-2001
peter@seacoasttoursme.com
https://seacoasttoursme.com

FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT

Agri-Access

offices throughout the U.S.

Office 888-888-8220, Mobile 507-810-0837
matthew.senter@agri-access.com
WWW.agri-access.com

Atlantic Wealth Planning Group
Falmouth, ME 04105
207-208-7111
Jjason.d.macdonald@ampf.com
www.ameripriseadvisors.com

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
135 High St

Ellsworth, ME 04605
207-669-6784
mgray@barharbor.bank
www.barharbor.com

CEI

2 Portland Fish Pier, Suite 201
Portland, ME 04101

207-504-5900
Hugh.Cowperthwaite@ceimaine.org
Nick.Branchina@ceimaine.org
www.ceimaine.org

Farm Credit East

615 Minot Ave.

Auburn, ME 04210

207-784-0193 800-831-4230
David.Bishop@farmcrediteast.com
www.farmecrediteast.com

First National Bank
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3195; 800-564-3195
steve.poulin@thefirst.com
www.thefirst.com
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Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318

Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com

Maine Financial Group Inc.

144 Route 1

Scarborough, ME 04074
207-885-5900; 800-974-9995
Jj.amabile@mainefinancialgroup.com
www.katahdintrust.com

Oliver Investments, LLC

590 Main St.

Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-380-1898
jake@JakeOliverInvestments.com
www.jakeoliverinvestments.com

Twin City Financial Group
1071 Lisbon St.

Lewiston ME 04240
207-777-6266
Mike@twincityfg.com
www.twincityfg.com

FUEL & ENERGY

Colby & Gale

154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
info@colbyandgale.com
207-563-3414
www.colbyandgale.com

COLBY & GALE, INC.

Midcoast Solar

12 Balsam Circle

New Harbor, ME
207-350-3060 207-522-2797
sales@midcoastsolar.com
www.midcoastsolar.com

FISHING, MARINE & INDUSTRIAL

Custom Float Services

11 Wallace Ave.

South Portland, ME 04106
888-844-9666
info@customfloat.com
www.customfloat.com

DuraBrite Inc.

310 Ellington Ave. E.
Garden City, NJ 11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Hamilton Marine

155 E Main St

Searsport, ME 04974
207-548-6302; 800-639-2715
bclements@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com

North Atlantic Power Products

15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH, 03833
603-418-0470

djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

Tightlines Tackle Company
60 School Street

DaN ariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
tightlinestackle.com

Ketchum Supply Co.

111 Myrtle St.

New Bedford, MA 02740
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

Chase Leavitt

PO Box 589

Portland, ME 04112
207-772-6383
Jjonl@chaseleavitt.com
www.chaseleavitt.com

Coastal Equipment Corporation
143 Presumpscot St.

Portland, ME 04103

207-775-1100
corey@coastalequipment.com
www.coastalequipment.com

Guy Cotton Inc.

782 South Water St.
New Bedford, MA 02740
800-444-6050
info@guycottenusa.com
www.guycottenusa.com

Midcoast Marine Supply

153 New County Rd.
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-594-0011
mms@midcoast.com
www.midcoastmarinesupply.com

New England Marine & Industrial Inc.

200 Spaulding Turnpike
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-436-2836; 800-492-0779
info@newenglandmarine.com
www.newenglandmarine.com

Novatec Braids Ltd

234 Water St.

Yarmouth, NS B5A 4P8
902-742-1832
performance@novabraid.com
www.novabraid.com

RE Thomas

14 Franklin Rd
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-6532
sales@retmarine.com
www.retmarine.com

Rope Razor

3628 Turner Ridge Rd.
Somerville, ME 04348
207-549-7204
WWW.roperazor.com

Seacoast Lobster Bands

2 Cralfts Ct.

Manchester, Ma. 01944
978-500-8292
Bob@seacoastlobsterbands.com
www.seacoastlobsterbands.com

SF Marina Systems USA
6364 Allmondsville Rd.
Gloucester, VA 23061
207-347-4237
mason@sfimarinausa.com
www.sfinarinausa.com

Superior Marine Products Inc.

32 Lewiston Rd Bldg. 2

Gray ME 04039

207-292-2590
sales@superiormarineproducts.com
www.superiormarineproducts.com

Xtratuf
www.xlratuf.com

Xtratufcustomersupport@rockybrands.com

GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090

andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com

HYDRAULICS

Coastal Hydraulics, Inc.
28 Route 286

Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com

Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co.

17 Gordon Dr.

Rockland, ME 04841

207-594-9527
sales@marine-hydraulic-engineering.com
www.marine-hydraulic-engineering.com

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

Fishing Partnership Support Services
30 Chestnut Ave.

Burlington, MA 01803

617-928-3443, ext. 108
www.fishingpartnership.org

Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation
PO Box 523

Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-985-8088

erin@gomlf.org

www.gomlf.org

Island Fishermen’s Wives Association
PO Box 293

Stonington, ME 04681

207-367-5579 ifwa@msn.com

Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
13 Atlantic Ave

PO Box 27

Stonington, ME 04681

207-367-2708
info@coastalfisheries.org
www.coastalfisheries.org

Maine Aquaculture Association
339 Water St.

Gardiner, ME 04345-2160
207-622-0136
afton@maineaqua.org
www.maineaqua.org

Maine Lobster Dealers Association
207-618-7511
annie@mainelobsterdealers.com
www.mainelobsterdealers.org

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative

2 Union St, Suite 204
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Maine Lobster Community Alliance
PO Box 315

Kennebunk, ME 04043

207-967-6221

www.mlcalliance.org

Maine Sea Grant

193 Clarkes Cove Rd
Walpole, ME 04573
207-581-1435
dana.morse@maine.edu
www.seagrant.umaine.edu

New England Ocean Cluster

68 Commercial St.

Portland, ME 04101

207-560-5850
info@newenglandoceancluster.com
www.newenglandoceancluster.com

Northeast Center For Occupational Health &

Safety
1 Atwell Rd. NORTHEAST &Y

Cooperstown, NY 13326 CENTER

800-343-7527 FOR OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY
amanda.roome@bassett.org
www.necenter.org
INSURANCE
Chapman & Chapman
PO Box 1030

Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3143; 800-370-3143
kathy@chapmanandchapmanins.com
www.chapmanandchapmanins.com
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FA Peabody Insurance
254 Main St.

Calais, ME 04619
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

The Hanover Insurance Group
159 King Drive

Gillette, NJ 07933

732-510-8298
mdisarno@hanover.com
www.hanover.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1

Falmouth, ME 04105
207-781-5553; 800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com

Varney Agency, Inc

PO Box 117

Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
www.varneyagency.com

LODGING

Hampton Inn by Hilton

6 Downeast Highway

Ellsworth, ME 04605

(888) 784-0527/ 207-667-2688
www.reservationdesk.com/ellsworth/hampton-inn

LOBSTER WHOLESALE/RETAIL

Atlantic Edge Lobster

71 Atlantic Ave

Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
www.atlanticedgelobster.com

Atwood Lobster
286 Island Rd, T 2

Spruce Head, ME 04859 A’" pRoRlLo s L
207-596-6691
www.atwoodlobster.com

Beals-Jonesport Co-Op

3 Wharf Street

Jonesport, ME 04649
207-497-2020
beals-jonesport@outlook.com

Beal’s Lobster Pier

182 Clark Pond Rd
Southwest Harbor, ME 04679
207-244-3202
www.bealslobster.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Co-op
PO Box 258

Islesford, ME 04646

207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
www.littlecranberrylobster.com

DC Air & Seafood

258 Newman St

Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139
www.dcairandseafood.com

Delano Seafood

2090 Atlantic Highway
Waldoboro, ME 04572
207-832-7902
www.delanoseafoodmarket.com

Downeast Dayboat

Cora Cressey Rd.

Bremen, ME 04551
207-838-1490
togue@downeastdayboat.com
https://downeastdayboat.com

Georgetown Fishermen’s Coop
5 Island Rd.

89 Moores Turnpike
Georgetown, ME 04548

Inland Seafood

44 Smithcove Rd.
Milbridge ME 04658
207-546-3333
www.inlandseafood.com

Interstate Lobster Inc.
PO Box 269

Harpswell, ME 04079
207-833-5516
islob@comcast.net

Maine Ocean Lobster

31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-994-3179
kkagiliery@ktp.com
www.maineoceanlobster.com

The Lobster Co.

1272 Portland Rd.
Arundel ME 04046
207-985-3456
www.thelobsterco.com

The Lobster Guy

329 Great Island Road
Narragansett, RI 02882
866-788-0004
sales@thelobsterguy.com
www.thelobsterguy.com

Lobster Trap Co.
290 Shore Rd.
Bourne, MA 02532
800-360-5111
info@lobstertrap.com
www.lobstertrao.com

Luke’s Lobster

84 Industrial Park Rd

Saco ME 04072

207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Port Clyde Fishermen’s Coop

6 Culver Road

Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-701-7032
support@portclydefreshcatch.com

Port Lobster Company Inc.
122 Ocean Ave
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-2081
portlob@gwi.net
www.portlobster.com

RDR Lobster Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Shop Lobster

66 Main St.
Ellsworth, ME 04605
207-386-9320
help@shoplovster.com
www.shoplobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
Jjohnny@shucksmaine.com
www.shucksmaine.com

South Bristol Fishermens Co-op
35 Thompson Inn Rd.

South Bristol, ME 04568
207-644-8224
www.southbristolcoop.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd

South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Co-op

PO Box 87

Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286; 800-315-6625
lobstercoop@myfairpoint.net
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermen’s Co-op
PO Box 116

Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327

sicoop@tds.net

Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s Co-op

12 Commercial St

Tenants harbor, ME 04860
207-372-8637
www.tenantsharborfishermanscoop.com

Vinalhaven Fishermen’s Co-Op
11 Main St.

Vinalhaven, ME 04863
207-863-2263
office@vhcoop.com

Winter Harbor Lobster Co-op

PO Box 69, Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
www.winterharborlobstercoop.com

MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
10 Gibson Rd
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223

ryan.oliver@cummins.com
WWW.CUMMInNS.com

Milton Cat

10 Quarry Drive
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@
miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com

Power Product Systems
432 Warren Ave
Portland, ME 04103
207-797-5950
www.powerprodsys.com

Infab Refractories

150 Summer St.

Lewiston, ME 04042

John Bergeron

207-783-2075
jbergeron@infabrefractories.com
www.infabrefractories.com

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
10 Bay Park Drive
Topsham, ME 04086
207-725-7552
lonnieshyd@comcast.net
www.comcast.net

PACKAGING & TRANSPORT

Pack Edge

340 Presumpscot St.
Portland, ME 04103
207-799-6600
Jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
www.packedgeinc.com

Trident Sustainable Plastics Solutions

1 Wheelhouse Way

Kittery Point, ME 03905

484-985-5636 {D TRIDENT
sales@tridentsps.com

www.tridentsps.com



PROPELLERS

Nautilus Marine

13 Industrial Way

Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com

Accutech Marine Propeller
24 Crosby Rd., Unit #6

Dover, NH 03820 ACCU ECH

MARINE PROPELLER, INC & %,

603-617-3626
Sales@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com

New England Propeller
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
www.neprop.com

REAL ESTATE

RE/MAX Jaret & Cohn
offices throughout Maine
info@jaretcohn.com
www.jaretcohn.com

REFRIGERATION

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.

Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billys, Inc.
PO Box 837
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

F.W. Thurston

PO Box 178

Bernard, ME 04612
207-244-3320
www.thrustonforlobster.com

Island Lobster Co.

20 Island Ave.

Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

Mason’s Famous Lobster Rolls
1905 Benecia Dr

Virginia Beach, VA 23456
757-427-0342
www.masonslobster.com

Red’s Eats

Water St.

Wiscasset, ME 04578
207-882-6128
debbiegagnon222@yahoo.com
www.redseatsmaine.com

The Clam Shack

2 Western Ave
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
hello@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net

Bowdoin College Dining Services
3700 College Station, Thorne Hall
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-725-3432

www.bowdoin.edu

SAFETY TRAINING

McMillan Offshore Survival Training

148 Waterville Rd.

Belfast, ME 04915

207-338-1603
Jjmcmillan@mcmillanoffshore.com
www.mcmillanoffshore.com
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SUPERMARKETS

Edwards Brothers Supermarket
Trenton / Unity/ Dover-Foxcroft
207-412-0221

www.edwardsbrotherssupermarket.com

TRAP BUILDERS & SUPPLIES

Brooks Trap Mill

211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763; 800-426-4526
info@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545; 800-451-1200
mikew@fiiendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

Sea Rose Trap Company
9 Digital Drive

Biddeford ME 04005
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com

Riverdale Mills Corp.
130 Riverdale St
Northbridge MA 01534
800-762-6374
cmalbone@riverdale.com
www.riverdale.com

To all our 2024 MLA business members,
Thank you!

Your support
keeps the MLA afloat.
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c A * Marine cll 8
Power

Available for new
boat installations
and repowers.

ASKUS ABOUT OUR
CUSTOMER VALUE
AGREEMENTS (CVA)

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

Billings Diesel & Marine Service
Stonington, ME

470/600@1800rpm A Ratlng Dennis’ Welding & Mari

Beals, ME

670/715@1800-2100rpm B/C rating Front Street Shipyard

803@2100I’pm D Ratlng f;:;a:: :::E:rse at Wafarer Marine Corporation

Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair

For Marine Engine Sales, contact Gloucester, MA
Sacchetti Marine and Industrial, LLC

John Dendas Plymouth, MA
Marine Market Manager !ZT?:;'J:;T’J:“’ Systems
774-573-638 « John_Dendas@miltoncat.com

Hinckley Yacht Service
oc Portsmouth, RI
Evan onnor Rhode Island Engine Company, Inc.

Marine Sales Representative Narragansett, RI
603-493-2139 ¢ Evan_O'Connor@miltoncat.com Hallam Marine

Coventry, RI
Cape & Island

O =M HoUSE
© Hv

HAMILTON
MARINE

BOATERSTO
O

ETM

Shop our BOW/ESIRRRICESK &) year!

800-639-2715  hamiltonmarine.com
kittery e portland e rockland e searsport e sw harbor ¢ jonesport
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We’re here for you!

WE’RE READY FOR
YOUR TRAP & KIT ORDERS

Twin Disc customers

We want to thank all of you - customers old and new - for your
Bobby Strong and patience as we’ve worked to face the changes and challenges
of the last couple of years.

Jack White
We want you all to know that we’re here and ready to talk about
your upcoming orders.
OUR BUSINESS IS BUILDING YOUR
LOBSTER GEAR.
We have your whale rigging.
Everson The Maine Mold
breakaway rope Link is the safest
NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS s the strongest breakaway link
whale-safe rope  alternative available
15 Continental Drive — Exeter, NH 03833 available. Available when properly
Call: (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470 in ME, MA and installed.
Email: djones@glpower.com offshore colors!

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New England, New York
& New Jersey

jerryw@friendshiptrap.com  jemerson@friendshiptrap.com  mikew@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0842 (207) 483-6555 (800) 339-6558 (207) 542-0841

/Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine\
Celebrating our 75th year in business: 1949-2024/

If you're selling shellfish, lobsters, crabs, soft-shell clams, periwinkles, scallops, etc.,
you may want to give us a call.

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There's always an advantage with A.C. Inc.

LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

Buying product from dealers, wharfs, fishermen and harvesters.
ACInc. Beals, ME 04611 207-497-2261
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A GROWING MUSEUM IN ROCKLAND STANDS OUT FROM THE CROWD

By Melissa Waterman

Museums don't have to be sleepy places packed with dull and dry history.
In fact, the Sail Power and Steam Museum on the waterfront in Rockland is
anything but quiet. “We're like an octopus, founder Captain Jim Sharp said,
“there’s just so much going on”

Sharp and his wife Megstarted
the Museum in 2007 on prop-
erty abutting the Rockland
harbor, once owned by the
Outward Bound School. The
two had amassed an exten-
sive collection of maritime
items gathered over years of
sailing and operating four
schooners out of Camden. In
fact, the collection was get-
ting a bit too large for com-
fort, according to Meg,

“We were driving around and saw the Rockland property. I knew the property
[once the site of the famed Snow Shipyard] was hallowed ground, part of Maine’s
maritime history and Rockland’s,” Sharp recalled. The couple purchased it and
began to consider opening a museum fueled by their varied collection of mari-
time objects. But both were retired. “I was 75 years old. We tossed a quarter,
heads we do it, tails we don't. It came down tails, a definite NO. But what does
a quarter know?” Sharp said.

The Museum, a registered 501 (c)(3) nonprofit, opened quietly in 2007. Meg re-
calls going around to yard sales to buy display cases and other furnishings for
the collections. “It's a down home museum,” she said. “Nothing fancy, just cozy
and personable”

In the famous words from the movie “Field of Dreams,” if you build it, they will
come. And they did. People came to see the collection of engines, sextants, ship
models, gear and memorabilia and to listen to Sharp tell stories about eve-
rything in the building. Some visitors would mention to him items they had
stored in the attic at home, or out in the barn or the boat shop.

“They would donate them or loan them to us. We have so many more artifacts
now than when we started,” Sharp said. Among those is the 1801 backstaff
used by the renowned navigator Nathanial Bowditch, author of The American
Practical Navigator, for his navigation calculations (a backstaff uses the shad-
ow of the sun instead of a direct view of the sun to obtain altitude).

As the Museums collec-
tions have grown, so have
its programs. Throughout
the season, local and world-
renowned musicians hold
concerts of traditional mu-
sic. Each Sunday afternoon
since the Museum opened
local musicians have gath-
ered there for a musical jam.
“T used to sing and play the
guitar on the schooners,
Sharp said. “Tlove music. So
every Sunday afternoon we
have music. It’s often twice
as many musicians as audi-
ence but that’s alright. It’s
fun, it’s a social thing. Some
people never miss it.”

The Museum's sailing program is free

Jfor children ages 8 to 14. SPSM photo.

The Museum’s property includes a waterfront dock and floats as well as a small
sandy beach. “It’s a good waterfront, it should be used,” Sharp. Board mem-
ber Bob Williams came up with the notion of a free sailing program for chil-
dren. “I'm an old Scotsman and I wasn't so sure about something free;” Sharp
laughed. “It is a good idea, though, and connects children to the water.

Sail Kids For Free (SKFF) teaches children ages 8 to 14 each week throughout
the summer how to sail using Optimist prams. More than 150 children take
part each season. There are also sailing lessons for individuals or groups, a sail-
ing club for women, and afternoon youth sailing lessons. There are even plans
this coming year to add a Classic Charter Club, which will allow people to sail
classic boats owned by the Museum.

The Museum now has quite a fleet. In addition to its prams, sunfish, catboats,
and Herreshoff 12-1/2s, a local resident donated the unfinished Friendship
sloop Persistence in 2011. During the next three years a dedicated band of vol-
unteers carefully finished the vessel. A second Friendship sloop, Black jack,
soon followed. The Black Jack was built by Wilbur Morse of Friendship and

launched in 1900. Volunteers also re-
built the 40-foot vessel and launched
her with a team of oxen in 2018. She is
now listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

Over the years the Museum has cre-
ated a Heritage Tour for the increas-
ing numbers of cruise ship passengers
who stop in Rockland during the sum-
mer and fall months. It all started with
a giant donated tent and the smaller
cruise company American Cruise
Lines, which had begun to call in
Rockland. “The cruise line was looking
for something to do in Rockland. We
had the tent and a guy had a gas-rigged
lobster cooker. So we invited them to
come for a tour and a lobster lunch un-
der our tent,” Sharp said. “And it worked!”

Jim and Meg Sharp. Photo

courtesy of Courier-Gazette.

Since that first visit, the tours have continued to evolve. Passengers arrive at
the museum to learn about Maine’s maritime heritage with a museum tour.
Afterwards, they head down to the beach to watch preparations for a tradi-
tional shoreside lobster bake. During lunch they are entertained by traditional
music and Sharp speaks about Maine’s sustainable lobster industry and its im-
portance to the state. “Last summer, we had 35 Heritage Tours, perhaps 4,000
people altogether;” Sharp said.

“Beyond our active waterfront programs and museum, we host talks through-
out the year,” said Museum executive director Robin McIntosh. “Boat Talk has
been our most recent ad-
dition — a series of talks
designed for local boat-
ers on subjects like sails
and rigging, composites,
buying and selling a boat.
Captains’ Quarters has
been running since the
start of the pandemic when
we introduced online talks,
which are now available
for viewing on our website.
That series covers historic
vessels of interest as well
as topics as diverse as the
weather or cruising around
the world. And during the
summer, we host Museum
Mondays with movies and
speakers on topics of interest to both visitors and residents alike”

Boats old and new fill the Museum'’s

fleet. SPSM photo.

“As a nonprofit, we have an active board of directors, and much of our funding
comes from donations and memberships. We are a community resource, and
we count ourselves lucky to have such strong community support,” she added.

It’s all part of the Museum’s educational mission — To celebrate, honor, experi-
ence, and share the story of Maine’s maritime heritage. “Yes, we've got the tiger
by the tail now;” Sharp laughed. “Meg and I say we flunked retirement.”

April 8-13, Monday-Saturday

Open House/Spring Sale in our Portland store
Raffle for Life Raft Inspection!! Up to $1000
discounts around the store all week!

Inflatable Boats —
Sales and Service

LIFE RAFTS — Inspections & Sales
Flares~ Survival Suits~ Life Jackets

EPIRBS — Inspections and AB and ACHILLES
Battery Replacement Center
Portland Ellsworth
84 Cove St. 218 Bucksport Rd.

772-6383 www.chaseleavitt.com 667-9390
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MAINE SEACOAST MISSION OFFERS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS,
HOME REPAIR ASSISTANCE

Press release

The Maine Seacoast Mission is accepting scholarship applications until Friday,
March 29 for the 2024-2025 academic year. Mission scholarships are open to

“This program has allowed community members to stay in their homes
which is vital to our mission of supporting and strengthening communities,”

graduating high school seniors and adults
who have completed the HiSET or GED,
who live in Washington County, eastern
Hancock County or on a Maine outer is-
land served by the Mission.

Since 1918, the Mission has awarded al-
most $3 million to more than 3,500 stu-
dents from Maines outer islands and
Downeast coastal communities. For the
2023-2024 academic year, 75 Mission
Scholars received $211,500 in scholar-
ships. Seventy-two percent of those schol-
ars attended a college in Maine and 46 per-
cent of the scholars attended a University
of Maine campus or a Maine community
college. Each year approximately 20 new
scholarships are awarded.

In addition to offering financial support,
the Mission provides guidance through-
out each scholar’s transition to college and

says Jennifer Kempthorne, Housing

Improvement program director.

In addition to providing repairs, the
Mission partners with Downeast
Community Partners (DCP), which
identifies homes DCP can weather-
ize after Mission volunteers make im-
provements. This work lowers home-
owners’ heating costs over time. This
partnership between the Mission and
DCP is supported by the C.F. Adams
Charitable Trust. The program also
connects recipients to other resources
available from the Mission and part-
nering organizations offering com-
prehensive support to individuals and
families.

Homeowners qualify for the Housing
Improvement program if they self-
identify as low to moderate income,

The Maine Seacoast Mission's Housing Improvement program

during their academic career. Moira, a cur-
rent Mission Scholar who graduated from
Charles M. Sumner Learning Campus,

provide proof of homeownership, own
one home, live in the home receiving
repairs and reside within a 30-minute

helps Downeast homeowners keep their homes accessible,
warm and dry. MSM photo.

said the Mission staff “were always happy
to chat with me if had any questions, con-

drive from the Missions Cherryfield
campus.

nect me with resources that might help my academic career and show their

R ; Homeowners can apply online through the Housing Improvement web page
support in little ways that mattered.

at seacoastmission.org/housingimprovement. For assistance in applying, call
“The Mission offer regular workshops for our Scholars once they enter college,  546-4466 or visit the Mission’s Cherryfield office.

on topics ranging from time management to graduate school,” Oliveri added.

For more information on schools and to apply, visit kttps://seacoastmission.org/
downeast/scholarships. For inquiries about scholarships, email scholarships@
seacoastmission.org or call (207) 814-8546.

The Maine Seacoast Mission also operates a Housing Improvement program
for homeowners in Washington and eastern Hancock counties. The program,
established in 2003, brings hundreds of volunteers to Cherryfield each year to
make improvements to homes in the Mission’s service area. Applications are
also open for groups who would like to volunteer this summer.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Sheddar
Standard

Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

é )

Maine Seacoa st Mission

mission statement

Rooted in a history of compassionate service and mutual trust, the
Mission seeks to strengthen coastal and island communities by edu-

Riverdale/Aquamesh Trap Wire
cating youth, supporting families, and promoting good health.

- Inventory of trap wire in store
- Variety of sizes and colors available
- Some trap kits in stock
- Order any size trap kits you may need

BUOYS:
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway
Sea Master

For over a century, the Maine Seacoast Mission has been meeting
people where they are, helping to grow stronger communities,
resilient children, engaged families and connected older adults.
Our programs and services—providing food, fixing up homes,
supporting students, distributing scholarships, offering health-
care, and sharing laughter and fellowship—are a way of boost-
ing the inherent strengths of these communities. We listen, we
respond, and we are here for the long haul.

. _ Boots:
Rain Gear: Guy Cotton
Maine Seacoast Mission Guy Cotton Xtratuff
6 Old Firehouse Lane Grundens Muck Boots
PO Box 600 Helly Hansen

Servus

NEMI Rain Gear Grundens

Northeast Harbor, ME 04662
(207) 288-5097

https://seacoastmission.org

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
y 603-436-2836

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301
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TO YOUR HEALTH:

'Stop the Bleed"” - An efficient response to deadly bleeding

By Christopher Leopardi, DO, and Ann Backus, MS, Harvard Chan Education
and Research Center

Cuts, lacerations, and amputations are oc-
cupational risks for commercial lobster-
men. Like countless other dangers at sea,
the risk can be reduced through knowledge,
training, and preparation.

The “Stop the Bleed” campaign is an ini-
tiative aimed at enabling individuals with-
out a medical background to act quickly
and effectively in bleeding emergencies.
Fishermen who understand the principles
of bleeding control can save lives and help
ensure a proper and quick response to crew
members in trouble.

The Stop the Bleed campaign originated
within the military, emergency medicine,
and trauma surgery communities. Having
someone nearby with practical experience
proved critical for immediate control of
bleeding in life-threatening situations.

When a person loses a large volume of
blood rapidly, the body goes into hypov-
olemic shock. Hypovolemic shock means
your heart can’t provide your body with the
blood (and oxygen) it needs to function. In
response, the brain and heart become the
top priority for receiving blood.

The first steps in bleeding control are to

1) evaluate the trauma;

2) add direct pressure to the wound; and

3) when direct pressure alone is insufficient,
apply a tourniquet to stop the bleeding.
Write the time the tourniquet was applied

causing significant harm. As a result, safety and medical professionals now rec-
ommend that responders such as fishermen use tourniquets to stop bleeding.

Inexpensive, commercially-available tourni-

STOP

THE BLEED

SAVE A LIFE

2 APPLY DRESSING AND PRESS

3 APPLY TOURNIQUET

WRAP WIND

on the tourniquet. At this point, the injured person can be safely transported

by first responders to the nearest medical facility.

An inexpensive tourniquet that can be

applied with one hand is an important
piece of equipment to have on board.

Historically,  tourniquet
use had fallen out of favor
due to concerns about
potential complications
such as tissue damage and
limb loss. Advancements
in medical knowledge and
field experience have led
to areevaluation of its use-
fulness, particularly in the
context of traumatic inju-
ries where rapid bleeding
control is critical for sur-
vival.

Properly applied tourni-
quets can effectively halt
severe bleeding without

STOPTHEBLEED.ORG

SECURE

quets designed for quick and effective bleed-
ing control are essential components of every
emergency medical kit onboard fishing ves-
sels. They provide a crucial response to severe
hemorrhage at sea.

L)
THE
‘v‘\ COMMITTEE
“ ON TRAUMA

Commercially available tourniquets are easy to

apply with one hand, even in high-stress situa-
1 APPLY PRESSURE WITH HANDS | tions. A properly applied tourniquet requires

the application of a good amount of pressure,
which can be difficult to do the first time. The
Stop the Bleed tourniquets feature mecha-
nisms that allow rapid tightening around the
affected limb.

If a tourniquet is not available, items such as a
line, a belt, clothing, etc. can be effective sub-
stitutes. Occasional practice sessions on cor-
rectly applying tourniquets can enhance crew
preparedness and foster the familiarity and
confidence needed when responding to bleed-
ing incidents.

It is possible that a crew member could be tak-
ing a daily blood thinner medication. Knowing
whether the injured person is taking a blood
thinner could be valuable information with re-
spect to controlling bleeding.

Having on board a sealed envelope from each
crew member that lists medical status and pre-
scription drugs could facilitate the hand-off
to U.S. Coast Guard or other first responders
in the event of an emergency. Another option
would be a Medic-Alert bracelet. There are now
inexpensive, colorful silicon “blood thinner”

TIME

bracelets (and others for penicillin allergy, diabetes, prescription drugs, etc.).

Fishermen must be self-sufficient at sea and are often their own first respond-
ers in emergencies. The time for adding tourniquets to your First Aid Kit is now.
You could be the next one to save the life of one of your crew members or be the
first with a tourniquet to respond to a nearby vessel.

Are you ready to Stop the Bleed? A

Key takeaway points:

« Inableeding emergency, controlling the bleeding quickly takes prec-
edence over all other basic first aid measures.

+  Apply direct pressure.
+ Have a tourniquet in your first aid kit.

« Learn how to apply it correctly. Practice putting one on someone
briefly and having one placed on you at least once to familiarize your-
self with how they work and what they feel like. Wearing a tourniquet
or packing a wound is supposed to be uncomfortable!
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MLA 70th continued from page 1

Leadership isn’t easy. Month after month, members have to work out their dif-
ferences, strategize how to convince regulators or politicians, and face fisher-
men at home who see things their own way.

One harbor’s perspective is probably not shared coastwide. One area may be
getting four pounds per trap. Another, just one pound. Fishing in the tide off
Lubec is completely different than fishing the shipping channel off Portland
Harbor. Some zones have lots of offshore area; one is right up against the
Canadian line. There are bay fishermen and offshore fishermen, and nothing
is quite like the narrow guts of the mid-coast. As one board member said, “You
may come in full of piss and vinegar, but other lobstermen have other ideas,
also for good reasons.”

Over the years, the MLA board has hashed out the association’s positions.
Board members, the president, and staff have trusted each other and spoken
with one voice. Dave Cousens, president from 1991-2018, said that during his
tenure the board members “brought respect to the table” Board members were
friends, despite their differences. As heated as an argument would get, mutual
respect meant that you could still have a beer together when the meeting was
done.

He added, “You have to have leadership. You can’'t have consensus in fishery
management. You have to have leadership, make decisions — do what’s best
for the industry with an eye toward the future” He could have added: and not
everyone will like it at the time.

Val ues

The MLA's values have remained consistent through the years. Ossie Beal, pres-
ident from 1967-1974, said his goal was to make the Maine fishing industry “the
best thing there is on the coast”

“The board has always worked for what’s best for the industry;” Dave Cousens
said. “Not best for individuals, not for an island or an area. We were always
about being fair and equitable.” The late Arnie Gamage from South Bristol and
retired board member Dwight Carver always kept the board focused on keep-
ing lobstering open for successive generations, he added.

Kristan Porter, current MLA President, said, “It’s all about towns and commu-
nities and the future of the fishery. You can’t have that if you throw certain parts
of the industry under the bus.” He said that could have happened very easily
when the Take Reduction Team (TRT) process for the whale rules proposed to
shut down eastern Maine fishermen in Zone A during the summer.

Patrice McCarron, MLA’s previous executive director since 2001 and current
Policy Director, said, “The MLA has a board of fishermen. For me, the board
has been the inspiration. When we meet every month, I am reminded just how
much our work matters. They believe in it

Staff smarts

But, of course, the disagreements aren't just among lobstermen. The MLA has
also navigated the complexities of the shoreside world with diplomacy, strat-
egy, straight facts, and science, working with the many groups that have a say
in fishery issues.

Since 1979, the association has been willing to pay for staff to do this home-
work, inform the board, and go to so many meetings. First, Eddie, then Pat,
then Patrice and the larger staff she built. Staff — and good attorneys — have
become ever more important as the arenas have changed from the state legis-
lature and Congress to working with scientists, federal regulatory agencies and
the courts.

Dave said, “Patrice professionalized us to a whole new level” Nowhere is that
clearer than in the scientific and legal team assembled to fight the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in the Washington D.C. District Court.

Kristan summed it up. “If you go to court, you go in to win. If I buy traps, I'll
buy the best. It’s the same thing for science or legal advice. Patrice is awesome,
sorting out what is needed.”

Waypoint s

It’s hard to imagine the forces that
Eddie Blackmore was bucking when
he donned his suit coat and drove his
used, older-model Cadillac, a con-
cession to the thousands of miles he
drove from his home in Stonington
to Augusta and Massachusetts, where
he was a member of the New England
Fishery Management Council. He was
fighting for Maines common sense
rules in the first federal lobster man-
agement plan that was developed
in the late 1970s and published in
1983 after the 200-mile limit came into force. He was not in friendly territory.
Lobstermen on Cape Cod, offshore, and south of the Cape were dead set against
any V-notch. NMFS and state lobster scientists were too.

Eddie Blackmore.

But Eddie was dogged. He built relationships over years, and he communicat-
ed: “We may not know what the mortality is from V-notching, but we damn
sure know what it is when we throw them in the pot”

And he came in the back door to change the science, championing the MLA's
own V-notch survey to prove that large, V-notched eggers were out there. His
efforts brought V-notching into the mainstream of both science and manage-
ment where it is now accepted as a key part of how and why the lobster popula-
tion is healthy.

Tr ap li mits, drag ging and science

On a dripping, sweltering June day in Augusta, Pat
White and Dave Cousens weren't out to haul. It
was the very last day of the 117th legislative ses-
sion (1995), and the big lobster bill that would set
a trap limit, control entry, and set up the zones was
about to be voted on in the House. Pat, Dave, MLA
board members, and other lobstermen were work-
ing the crowded halls of the Maine legislature,
Dave’s commanding voice turning heads and mak-
ing it easy to start conversations with legislators.

The bill passed, fending off a federal approach to
limited entry and trap limits. It wasn’t everything
the MLA wanted. They and many others had
worked for months to craft something that could
pass to stave off the federal government from con-
trolling management of the lobster fishery, no
small feat given that the Casco Bay legislators were
hearing “no trap limits” from the large-gang fish-
ermen and the Downeast legislators were hearing
that lobstermen didn’'t want any limits at all, cer-
tainly not on entry. The result was creation of the
state’s seven lobster zones, giving zone councils authority to respond to local
priorities and apprenticeship-based entry that would let young people into the
fishery.

Dave Cousens.

The next major challenge was to stop dragging and gillnetting for lobsters.
Dave and Pat and many members fought for Maine’s tough rules in the state
legislature every session. But even Pat, representing lobstermen on the New
England Council with his superb diplomatic skills, couldn’t budge the drag-
gers, gillnetters, other states, or NMFS on the subject. Refusing to give up, the
MLA took the issue to the U.S. Senate where Senator Olympia Snowe added an
amendment to the reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. The Snowe
Amendment limited non-trap caught lobsters to 100 lobsters/day and a maxi-
mum of 500 lobsters/trip. The MLA wanted a total ban and were definitely not
happy with the numbers, but it was nevertheless a major victory to get limits in
place. As Dave said, “We could live with it

Science was the next leadership challenge. Lobstermen didn’t trust scientists
or their results and membership was divided. “We decided to work with sci-
ence, not against it,” Dave explained. Scientist Bob Steneck at the University
of Maine was studying lobster and wanted to learn from fishermen. “I invited
Bob Steneck and his grad students to many board meetings, and said we need
to work with them.”

The successful cooperation with scientists led to broadened respect for lob-
stermen and clout for the fishery in many arenas. Even more important, it re-
shaped the science that is used to assess and manage the lobster stock, trans-
forming DMR’s lobster science programs and opening the world of science to
participation by lobstermen.

Whale s, whale s

By 2001, Patrice McCarron was the MLAs
executive director. She hit the ground run-
ning tackling the right whale issue, which
has been center stage ever since: Take
Reduction Team meetings, New England
Fishery Management Council meetings,
dealing with unusual right whale mor-
tality events, risk reduction, computer
models, Biological Opinions, trawling up
requirements.

Patrice McCarron.
At the same time, there were many other

important issues to address. She has kept MLA deeply involved in protecting
working waterfront, restricting pesticide spraying, starting an International
Lobstermen’s Exchange and a leadership program for Maine lobstermen, or-
ganizing a two-year business diversification program for lobstermen, help-
ing fishermen sign up for health insurance, increasing funding for the Maine
Lobster Marketing Collaborative, and working on both bait supply and bait
safety, to name just a few.

Continued on next page
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It all came to a head, though, in 2019 when NMFS was developing its “decision
support tool” to assess the risk posed by lobster gear to right whales. “When I
got home from the TRT meeting, I knew the model didn’t make sense,” Patrice
recalled. “T locked myself in a closet for three months. All I could do was go
back through the data. I knew the government was wrong. I went through eve-
ry report, every whale, every mortality.” Based on conclusions drawn from her
careful review of existing data on whale injuries and mortalities, the industry
finally knew which gear or fishery was involved. The MLA could definitively say
there had never been a right whale death in Maine lobster gear and there was
no documented entanglement in nearly 20 years. Armed with data, the MLA
board withdrew its support for NMFS’s risk reduction goal.

When the Biological Opinion dropped in 2021 stating that the lobster industry
must reduce risk by 98% to stay in business, the MLA was ready. For three years
the MLA threw everything it had at preventing the shutdown of the lobster fish-
ery. The association quickly assembled a team of lawyers and scientists to chal-
lenge NMFS’s Biological Opinion and whale rules. By September of that year,
the MLA boldly sued the federal government, carefully crafting its arguments to
take its case all the way through the appeals process and beyond, if necessary.
When the MLA lost its case in September 2022, it immediately filed an appeal
and recruited the nation’s most talented appeal attorney, Paul Clement.

As aresult of a lawsuit filed by environmental groups, the industry would also
face a debilitating 90% risk reduction in 2024. The MLA swiftly turned its atten-
tion to Congress while the legal case made its way through the courts, playing
a critical role in securing a six-year pause in federal whale regulations. In June
2023, the MLA won a historic legal victory, changing the interpretation of the

Whale continued from page 3

The MLA cannot ignore the clear photographic evidence of the purple wire ties,
indicating Maine gear marking, in the rope removed from the whale, explained
Porter. “The MLA will conduct its own thorough, independent review of all evi-
dence in this case and will bring a team of lobstermen to analyze the gear; he
said. The MLA believes that lobstermen’s knowledge of the gear can shed some
light on how this whale became entangled to make sure it does not happen
again. DMRS’s investigation of the death is also ongoing.

“While the loss of any right whale is a tragedy, there is still reason for optimism,’
said McCarron. The most recent right whale population estimate shows that
the population’s sharp decline has leveled off due to an increase in right whale
survival. The good news is that entanglement deaths are down significantly.
NMFS data show only two right whale deaths in 2020 from a vessel strike and
an unviable newborn, two deaths in 2021 from a vessel strike and an entangle-
ment in Canadian snow crab gear, zero deaths in 2022, and two deaths in 2023
from a vessel strike and an unviable newborn.

According to NMFS, 19 right whale calves were born in 2024 so far and right
whale births have exceeded deaths since 2020.

Many ask what comes next for Maine’s lobster fishery. Commissioner Keliher re-
minded lobstermen in his letter that this “doesn’t change the fact that Congress

4 N
Here’s what we know about the gear
removed from the whale

Approximately 70 to 80 feet of rope and two purple zip ties were recovered.
Only one purple zip tie was 12” long.

Approximately 38 feet of 3/8” white line with a blue tracer which was ei-
ther cut or parted off. This is the rope that was most deeply embedded in
the whale’s tail.

Approximately 20 feet of 12" blue line, which was frayed at the bottom, con-
nected to a knot transitioning into the 3/8” white line. There was a single
purple zip tie on the blue ¥2” line where it transitioned to the 3/8” line.

Approximately four feet of line spliced into a loop which had a 12” long
purple zip tie.

Photos of the entanglement also show some gear that was not recovered
including two go deep buoys, and some orange rope that was part of the
trailing line in the original sighting of the entanglement.

All of the rope removed from North Atlantic right whale #5120 that was
examined laid out in a parking lot. Credit: NOAA Fisheries

Endangered Species Act. No longer would the government be able to use worst
case scenarios in regulating the lobster fishery, saving the fishery from devas-
tating regulations.

The next 70year s

During the next decades, the need for the MLA's leadership remains urgent.
Right whale protection efforts aren’t going away. How will lobstering evolve
and still stay the diverse, community-based fishery MLA has fought for? It will
take vision, willingness and steadfast leadership to look at problems square in
the eye.

The lobster population is far larger than it was 70 years ago, but the Gulf of
Maine is less stable ecologically. Unpredictable changes lie ahead as its waters
warm and new species benefit, whether they be sea squirts or blue crabs. The
lobster industry, and its harvesting practices, must adapt to these changes to
ensure that the both the industry and the lobster population weather this.

The fishermen who rise to be the future MLA leadership have the footsteps of
the strong leaders who came before them to follow, to continue to stand up for
the long-term health of the resource and all Maine lobstermen, so that their
sons and daughters, nieces and nephews, will have the opportunity to wake
early, steam out in their own boat, see the sunrise, and put the check in the
cupboard, even if it be a virtual check.

Robin Alden is retired Founding Director of Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries.
She founded Commercial Fisheries News and co-founded the Maine Fishermens
Forum. She was Commissioner of Marine Resources in the mid-1990s.

has stated in law that this fishery is in compliance with the Endangered Species
Act and the Marine Mammal Protection Act until December 31, 2028

“The MLA will demand accountability if we find any discrepancies with the
current findings,” emphasized Porter.

On February 16, NMFS announced the death of another juvenile female right
whale off the coast of Georgia. The preliminary necropsy determined the inju-
ries to be consistent with a vessel strike based on evidence of blunt force trau-
ma including fractures of the skull.

(207) 223-8846

- J
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Gifts $5,000 - $9,999 Gifts $100 - $§299 Gifts Under $100 —
Hamilton Marine James Austin Laurence Franco Gifts in Honor of:
- Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson ~ Captain Larry Fuhrman
Gifts $1,000 - $2,499 Jonathan Gugel Richard Garcia, F/V Isla Faith
Cool As a Moose Curtis & Sally Haskell RG Tax.Accounting and Harold Poole
David Thomas, Thomas Becky Jacobs Resolution WiII.iam “Bgzz" Ropes I
Lobster Co. Steven & Doris Klemenz D.Craig & Shirley Thompson
John and Brendan Ready  g;qs $500- $999 Robert Oberlander Ste{/?ar:? EE;):(ilse}r(TI]:rr:\Zenz
Machias Savings Bank 141014 Poole Spencer & Wendy Royce £ & Marv Black
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust D.Craig & Shirley Thompson Curtis ;ga";:ia?l?;ﬁ
First National Bank Gifts $300 - $499 Richard & Sharon Wilson
o - Dale Torrey
Donald Sussman Travis Otis 1

Jonathan Gugel

“a dollar a day”

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

NEW ENGLAND FISHERMEN’S STEWARDSHIP ASSOCIATION

Scan our QR code to find out The New England Fishermen’s Stewardship Association is an alliance of the
more about NEFSA. wild harvesters of the waters off of New England, dedicated to educating
the public about how best to manage our seafood resources through sound
science and best practices of conservation used by fishermen, with a view
toward economic well-being, ecosystem sustainability, and U.S. food security.

www.nefishermen.org
For groundfish, long line, gill net, For lobster, crab, clam/
herring seining, scallop and other worm, elver fisheries and
dragging contact: menhaden seining contact:
Jerry Leeman lll, NEFSA Founder & CEO Dustin W. Delano, Chief

ierryleeman@fishermenstewardship.org Operating Officer

207-615-6483 coo@fishermenstewardship.org
207-615-6352
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AIS CAN HELP SHIPS SPOT RIGHT WHALES

In late January, the first real-time text message via Automated Identification
System (AIS) was sent to a ship exceeding the speed limit within a Right Whale
Seasonal Management Area. The messaging feature, a collaboration between
Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary, NOAA Fisheries, Maritime
Information Systems Inc, and the U.S. Coast Guard, was created to enhance
compliance with applicable speed rules. The short text message (“MAX SPEED
10 KNOTS PER 50CFR224.105-31") was displayed on the screen of the AIS re-
ceiver and the electronic charting system display of the vessel. The messaging
feature also captured an acknowledgement message from the vessel, certifying
that the message was successfully received. It is anticipated that the messaging
feature will also be able to transmit near-real time North Atlantic right whale
sighting data to vessels with AIS capability. This project was conceived through
an ad hoc group of stakeholders in Maine to identify and advocate for technol-
ogy to minimize right whale interactions with vessels and fishing gear.

SEARS ISLAND TO BE SITE OF OFFSHORE WIND STAGING PORT

Governor Janet Mills announced in February that her administration selected
Sears Island in Searsport as the preferred site for development of an offshore
wind port. Selection of the site follows a public stakeholder process led by the
Department of Transportation and the Maine Port Authority which consid-
ered several potential options in Searsport, Eastport and Portland. The state
concluded that the Sears Island parcel is the most feasible port development
site. It’s expected to be 100 acres of development in total. Sears Island is better
suited physically for supporting floating offshore wind projects. Sears Island
offers a large, unencumbered flat space with deep water access which would
not have to be dredged, and officials said it offers the most direct approach in
and out of the navigation channel. The port proposal is subject to extensive and
independent state and federal permitting, including environmental impact as-
sessments; permitting is expected to take about a year.

SEA Rose TrRar COMPANY
9 Digital Drive
Biddeford, ME 04005

Lobster traps and supplies

« Trap kits, cages and finished traps

« Heads cut, strung, and hooped

« Stocking Cavatorta Seaplax Italian wire

« Stocking Fitec and Broad Creek twine in #21,
#24, and #27 thread

« Stocking Seamaster products including buoys,
ERGOs, weighted runners, and more.

Small enough to care; big enough to deliver
Family-owned business since 1993

Shop: 207-730-5531
Adam: 207-730-1651
Don: 207-730-2063
Eric: 207-653-6195

Email: searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com

DOWN EAST LOBSTER CO-OPS WORKING TO RECOVER FROM
DEVASTING STORMS

Maine’s Downeast lobster co-ops including the Corea Co-op in Gouldsboro,
Chipman’s Wharf in Milbridge, Beal’s Lobster Pier in Southwest Harbor, the
Stonington Lobster Co-op and Greenhead Lobster in Stonington, and the New
Harbor Co-op in Bristol are among those needing to rebuild after suffering
hundreds of millions of dollars in damage after January’s two powerful storms.
The lobster buying businesses are assessing the damage prioritizing the critical
repairs that must be made before lobster fishing comes on strong this summer.
These working waterfront businesses are awaiting help to rebuild, anticipat-
ing a disaster declaration from the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). They are also hoping that more than $50 million in state funds will be
approved in addition to grants to help the rebuild.

LOBSTERFEST AT RED LOBSTER

Lobsterfest is back at Red Lobster. It’s first-ever nationwide Endless Lobster
Experience is officially underway providing an opportunity for 150 guests across
the U.S. to enjoy all-you-can-eat lobster. The promotion follows last year’s one-
day-only Endless Lobster Event in New York City. Guests at the Times Square
restaurant got to sink their claws into as many 1 % pound Live Maine lobsters as
they could handle. This year, each winning guest will be treated to a complimen-
tary two hours at the Red Lobster of their choice, to enjoy non-shareable end-
less lobster, with two sides, and warm Cheddar Bay Biscuits. Guests can choose
from live Maine lobster, Maine lobster tails, or Caribbean Rock lobster tails.

NEW WHALE DIRECTOR AT CENTER FOR COASTAL STUDIES

Center for Coastal Studies has hired Dr. Daniel Palacios as the new Director
of the Center’s Right Whale Ecology Program. Dr. Palacios, who will begin in
May, succeeds Dr. Charles “Stormy” Mayo, co-founder of the Center for Coastal
Studies and long-time director of right whale research. Dr. Mayo is retiring
after more than 45 years at the Center. Dr. Palacios currently serves as the
Endowed Associate Professor in Whale Habitats, Department of Fisheries,
Wildlife, and Conservation Sciences at Oregon State University, where, in 2020,
he established the Whale Habitat, Ecology & Telemetry (WHET) Lab. His re-
search focuses on the environmental factors that affect whale ecosystems.

NO FISHING IN MARINE NATIONAL MONUMENT

A complete ban on all fishing, including red crab and lobster within the
Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument's nearly
5,000-square-mile area will take effect on March 18, 2024.

In2016 President Barack Obama created the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts
Marine National Monument, two submerged areas of canyons and undersea
mountains off New England. Fishing for red crab and lobster were permitted to
continue in the Monument area for seven years, until September 2023.

Fishing organizations went to court after its creation, claiming President
Obama did not have the authority to establish the the Monument. The suit
was denied. Their subsequent appeal of the decision was denied. Over a year
later, the U.S. Supreme Court also opted against taking up the case. In 2022, the
Pacific Legal Foundation brought suit, arguing again that the creation of the
monument is an abuse of the Antiquities Act.

HY-LINER
ROPE COMPANY

SINK
ROPE

FLOAT
ROPE

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
SuperSink ¢ SteelLiner « EasyPull ¢ Float Ropes

HY-LINER ROPE COMPANY
ST. GEORGE, MAINE
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Coents Calendar

C More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org ) Attention Lobstermen
Looking to sell well-established market, restaurant
March 1 March 14 and wholesale business

MLA 70th Annual Meeting, Samoset Resort,
Rockport.

NEFMC Herring Amendment 10 Scoping
Meeting, 1-2:30 p.m., Samoset Resort, Rockport.

March 5-7

North Atlantic Right Whale Vessel Strike Risk
Reduction Technology Workshop, Arlington,
VA.

March 6

Department of Marine Resources Aquaculture
Listening Session, 4-6 p.m., Portland High
School, Portland.

March 7

Department of Marine Resources Aquaculture
Listening Session, 4-6 p.m., Belfast Area High
School Gym, Belfast.

March 10-12
Seafood Expo North America, Boston
Convention and Exhibition Center, Boston.

March 13

Department of Marine Resources Aquaculture
Listening Session, 4-6 p.m., Lincoln Academy
Cafeteria, Newcastle.

DMR New Meadows Lakes Stakeholder Meeting
on DMR’s quahog surveys and Manomet’s

blue crab research, 1-3 p.m., Curtis Memorial
Library, Brunswick.

ASMFC American Lobster Management Board
meeting on draft Addendum XXX, 2-2:30

p-m. FYL: https://asmfc.org/calendar/3/2024/
American-Lobster-Management-Board-/2284.

Department of Marine Resources Aquaculture
Listening Session, 4-6 p.m., UMaine Machias
Science Building Room 102, Machias.

March 21

Department of Marine Resources Aquaculture
Listening Session, 4-6 p.m., Moore Community
Center Theater, Ellsworth.

March 21-24
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
Annual Weekend, Hyannis, MA.

April 3
Maine Lobstermen’s Association Board of
Directors, 5 p.m., Darby's Restaurant, Belfast.

April 9
Aquaculture Advisory Council Meeting, 11a.m.-
1p.m., DMR Office Building, Augusta

April 16-18
New England Fishery Management Council
meeting, Mystic, CT.

in Florida.
Holding tanks with 5,000 Ib. capacity

This business is perfect for the retired lobsterman
with connections.

Text or call and leave message at 727-636-5336

Tailored Financing Specifically
For Your Marine Needs.

New Boat Construction * Used Boat Loans
Traps & Gear Loans ¢ Refinancing & Repowering

FINANCIAL GROUP

A Katahdin Trust Company Affiliate

144 US Route One
Scarborough, Maine

CONTACT: Jim Amabile ¢ 1.800.974.9995

MEMBER FDIC 12Y EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

STATE INVESTS IN PROTECTING WORKING WATERFRONT

The Land for Maine’s Future Program and DMR are accepting letters of intent
to apply for Working Waterfront Access Protection Program (WWAPP) pro-
jects through March 4. Eligible applicants for WWAPP proposals include pri-
vate landowners, non-profit land conservation organizations, counties, cities,
towns, and state agencies. $2.1 million is available for working waterfront pro-
jects in this round.

The Maine Working Waterfront Access Protection Program provides funds
to protect and secure commercial fishing access in Maine. WWAPP requires
future development of funded property retain its use for commercial fishing
and closely related activities. The program has protected 30 working water-
fronts so far.

Working waterfronts, like this one on Vinalhaven, took a hit

during the January storms. MLA photo.

Maine Coastal Planning grant applications are being accepted for coastal plan-
ning projects. Approximately $300,000 in funding is available. Funding comes
from NOAA funding to the Maine Coastal Program.

In response to the significant impacts of recent storms experienced by Maine’s
coastal communities, the FY 2025 Coastal Community Grant Program and
Shore and Harbor Planning Grant Program are being combined and the match-
ing fund requirement has been eliminated. The application process requires a
Letter of Intent. Only those invited to apply may submit a full application.

Letters of Intent are due by 5 p.m. on Friday, March 29, emailed to Ashley.
Gamache@maine.gov. Additional information is available on the Maine
Coastal Program website.

The MLA's 2024 T-shirt is here!

Celebrate the MLA's 70th year
with our new 2024 T-shirt.

Durable, comfortable, hard-
wearing, get ready for the
lobster season with our finest
T-shirt.

Available at:

https://www.mainelobstermen.
org/category/all-products.
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Out there, confidence in performance, reliability and operating
economy are the only things that count. With this in mind, we
created the Scania marine solution: An array of flexible options

including ratings, equipment, instrumentation and transmissions.

Whatever your specification, we will provide you with the optimal

Scania marine solution.

Power at work, every inch of the way.

BORING & PARTS CO. www.mackboring.com - 800-MACK-ENG
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