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DECLINE IN V-NOTCHING MAY PUT LOBSTER FISHERY AT RISK

By Melissa Waterman

Protecting female lobsters from harvest is a practice almost as old as the state
of Maine. Cutting a small V-notch in the flipper to the right of the center flipper
of an egg-bearing female lobster protects it from being landed in the commer-
cial catch, allowing it to produce eggs multiple times during her life. Since less
than 1% of the eggs will survive long enough to become a mature lobster, hav-
ing lots and lots of eggs in the water helps ensure that there will be harvestable
lobsters in future years.

The practice dates back over 100 years. In 1872, the Maine Legislature passed its
first law protecting egg-bearing female lobsters. In 1874, the state established a
minimum legal size for harvested lobsters. And in 1917, the Legislature put in
place the first marking program for female egg-bearing lobsters, requiring that
a hole be punched in the tails of those females purchased by the state to bol-
ster natural egg production. In 1948 the Legislature passed a law that declared
any female lobster with a V-notch in her tail flipper could not be taken or sold,
regardless of whether she was still carrying eggs. The new law had widespread
support from lobstermen. The practice of notching eggers was done voluntar-
ily by lobstermen until 2002 when it became mandatory as part of the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) Lobster Management Plan.

In recent years V-notching rates among Maine lobstermen have taken a tumble.
In 2008, approximately 80% of all legal-sized egged lobsters examined through
the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Sea Sampling program bore
V-notches. That figure declined to around 60% in 2015, and has ranged between
60 to 66% each year since then, according to DMR figures. The overall decline in

V-notching female egg-bearing lobsters is a longstanding practice in

the Maine lobster fishery. Photo R. Bukaty AP.

V-notching from its high point concerns DMR scientists and lobstermen as well.

“V-notching is our future,” said Matinicus lobsterman Jarod Bray. “More eggs
in the ocean means more lobsters in the future. We are all going to reap
rewards from doing it
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C OA S TA L O U T LO O K Thoughts from MLCA President Amber-Jean Nickel

We've turned the calendar over to a brand new year. This
year is the 70th anniversary of the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association, founded in 1954 through the leadership of
Leslie Dyer of Vinalhaven and small group of dedicated
lobstermen. We look forward to celebrating the people and
achievement of the MLA throughout the upcoming year.

To kick off this anniversary year, Robin Alden, for-
mer Commercial Fisheries News publisher and DMR
Commissioner of Marine Resources, recounts the MLA’s
history through its many successes over the years, from
preventing construction of an oil refinery in Downeast
Maine to countering National Marine Fisheries Service's
unfounded restrictions on the fishery in the name of right
whale protection.

This month we look at the

sterman Chris Moore at Main Street Variety in Northeast
Harbor. Over the months store owner Ben Lunt emp-
tied the jar, converted the change into dollars and kept
track of the money. Many thanks to Chris for his efforts.
Coming up in February is the second “Chowder’s On”
auction and dinner to be held in Kittery to raise funds
for #SaveMaineLobstermen. The first event in 2023 drew a
large crowd for an evening of food and fun, all for a good
cause.

Getting enough sleep is an important part of keeping your-
selfhealthy. Not being able to fall asleep — insomnia — can
lead to fatigue, difficulty focusing, mood problems, errorsin
judgment, and accidents. Fishermen often keep odd hours,
grab catnaps when they can and may find themselves un-
able to unwind at the end

recent decline amonglob-
stermen in V-notching.
V-notching means mak-
ing a small notch in the
center right flipper of
a female lobster that is
bearing eggs. As we note
in this month’s article,
marking egged lobsters
has been a long-standing
practice of Maine lobster-
men, devised to ensure
that the lobsters are not
immediately harvested
when they reach legal
size. That allows more
eggs to enter into the sys-
tem, ensuring more lob-
sters in the future. Fewer
lobstermen are taking the
time to V-notch females,
leading to worries among
scientists of future im-
pacts to the stock.

Moving Maine’s wild har-
vested and farm-raised
species to national and
international markets is a complex task. Many of Maine’s
seafood companies share similar hurdles in making their
businesses successful. SEAMaine has spent the past three
years analyzing the seafood sector to understand better
the opportunities and challenges these businesses face.
This month it will release its long-awaited Seafood Road
Map, a comprehensive look at where the state’s seafood in-
dustry is today and where it could be in the future.

M. Sargent photo.

The #SaveMaineLobstermen campaign continues its ef-
forts to support the Maine Lobstermen’s Association’s le-
gal and educational efforts to protect the lobster fishery.
A remarkable $1,044.84 was sent to the campaign recently
from a spare change jar set out by Northeast Harbor lob-

Everything feels winter's grip in January.

of a long day, leading to
insomnia. Tackling this
problem means practic-
ing good sleep hygiene,
as this month’s To Your
Health article explores.

Finally, 70 years is a long
time. Since the MLA’s
founding, so much in
the fishing world has
changed, from the use
of coated wire mesh for
lobster traps to the pres-
ence of cell phones and
computers on boats.
Sometimes it makes
sense to pause for a mo-
ment and reflect on the
passage of time. In this
issue of Landings, we of-
fer readers a selection
of photographs taken
from the collections of
the Penobscot Marine
Museum in Searsport.

Times  certainly do
change, as well as the
tools used, but Maine lobstering remains largely as it was
long ago — a fishery composed of vessels of various sizes,
operated by individuals from ports large and small, baiting
and hauling traps to support themselves and their families
and communities.

We hope you enjoy this issue of Landings and look forward
to your comments on future issues.

Donate to the MLCA, and protect Maine’s lobstering future!
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V-notching continued from page 1

“If egged lobsters are not V-notched, then as soon as they drop their [first
batch of] eggs they will be harvested because the fishery is very efficient,” said
Kathleen Reardon, DMR lobster fishery scientist. “With a V-notch, they will be
able to reproduce again. V-notching creates a buffer”

Maine lobstermen fought long and hard to make sure that V-notching was part
of the overall fishery management plan not only for Maine lobstermen but
throughout New England. In the late 1980s and early 1990s, National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) biologists thought that the New England lobster
populations were overfished. At that time the fishery was managed by the New
England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC). The NMFS biologists did not
believe that V-notching mattered, arguing that it was statistically unlikely that
it positively affected lobster stocks.

The NEFMC proposed raising the minimum legal measure to 3.5 inches and
abolishing the maximum measure and landing prohibition on V-notch lob-
sters. Maine lobstermen were outraged. The Maine Lobstermen’s Association
partnered with University of Maine scientists to organize lobstermen to collect
data which ultimately showed that V-notching had a strongly beneficial impact
on lobster stocks. In the end, a compromise was reached with the NEFMC, and
the series of gauge increases was avoided due to the efforts of the MLA: the le-
gal minimum size was increased from 3-1/16 inches to 3-1/4 inches and Maine
maintained its prohibition on landing V-notched and oversized lobsters.

And then something happened. The lobster population in the Gulf of Maine
boomed. The waters of the Gulf began to warm up in the 1990s and 2000s, mak-
ing more areas suitable as habitat for juvenile lobsters. While warmer waters ulti-
mately had a negative effect on the southern New England lobster stock, the Gulf of
Maine turned into a sweet spot for lobsters. Maine landings surged upward, from
53.5 million pounds in 2000 to an all-time record of 132.6 million pounds in 2016.

It wasn’t until after 2008, when Maine lobster landings truly skyrocketed, that
the rate of V-notching began to fall. Lobstermen were hauling record numbers
of lobsters in their traps. Handling such a high volume of lobster made it chal-
lenging to notch all the females.

Scientists worry that some lobstermen no longer see the value of V-notching
for the long-term health of the lobster stock. “There’s a number of potential
reasons for the decline [in V-notching]. Attitudes may be changing. Fishermen
may be doing their own stock assessment and the attitude is that there’s enough
V-notches on the bottom,” Reardon said.

That sentiment is still heard today, despite a downturn in landings and the re-
cent declaration by the ASMFC of a 39% decline in juvenile lobsters between

2020 and 2022. Many lobstermen believe that the decline does not reflect the
abundance of eggers and juveniles they see in their traps. “Sure, V-notching is
a good idea. But there are so many egged lobsters inshore and offshore, just
so many small ones. I don't think we have to V-notch,” said a Vinalhaven lob-
sterman who wished to remain anonymous. “I catch more with eggs on them
than without now.” Due to the boom in the Gulf’s lobster population during the
past decades, the absolute number of V-notched lobsters on the bottom may
be the same or higher than in the past despite the decline in the percentage of
notched females.

By failing to V-notch, lobstermen are taking one conservation measure that
may safeguard lobster stocks in a changing marine environment out of their
toolbox.

The Gulf of Maine hasn't stopped warming, in fact 2021 and 2022 were the hot-
test years ever recorded in the Gulf, according to the Gulf of Maine Research
Institute. The water temperatures are rising most rapidly during the summer
and fall months. The long-term impacts of such sharp changes in the marine
environment worry many researchers.

V-notching egged females helps keep the brood stock strong as the Gulf of
Maine warms and that in turn keeps a steady supply of eggs in the ecosystem.
It has been a conservation component of the ASMFC lobster fishery manage-
ment plan for nearly three decades and widely recognized by scientists as one
element supporting the Gulf’s strong lobster populations.

The ASMFC has just started an update to its 2020 American Lobster Benchmark
Stock Assessment. “The brood stock has been strong, but it’s anticipated that
in the next assessment the brood stock will come down because lobsters at all
life stages have come down since the last assessment [which used 2018 data],
Reardon said.

The abundance of reproductive females right now does not mean that such
abundance will continue into future years. “I'm seeing so many eggers but not
so many notched,” Bray said. “I'm not saying you have to do 100% every day but
it’s our future. If you see 25 eggers that are not notched, just do it before you
toss them over the rail. Even if you do just 10% more, it will be much better”

The impact of the gradual decline in V-notching is unclear. “I don’t know the
effect. V-notching creates a buffer so that if something happens to the ecosys-
tem, there’s a cushion,” Reardon said. “I am meeting some young fishermen
now who are less proactive or just neutral about V-notching an egger. They ask
‘Why would we do that? They don’t understand how hard a generation of lob-
stermen worked to get this recognized. It was a huge achievement.”
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MLA continued from page 1

share of Social Security tax plus federal
unemployment insurance. In the early
1970s, a coastwide Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) audit called the Sternman
Project targeted lobstermen, result-
ing in large fines and boat seizures.
Stonington lobsterman Ed Blackmore
(President 1974-1991) led the MLA in
a 12-year fight which eventually ended
up in Congress. Three federal and state
laws later, the independent status of
sternmen is now recognized.

V-notch and oversize measure: Without
the MLA, neither would be recognized
in federal waters outside three miles,
or by other states. After the Magnuson
Act put the 200-mile limit into effect in
1977, Blackmore and association mem-
bers coastwide fought for 20 years to get
recognition for V-notch and the over-
size measure as conservation practices.
They bucked the adamant opposition
of state and federal scientists, National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) managers, and lobstermen from other states.
The MLA worked this issue first in the New England Fishery Management
Council (NEFMC) and later in the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASMEFC). “I always believed that if they said we were part of the problem, then
we were going to be part of the solution,” Ed Blackmore said at the time.

Letter to the Portland Press Herald editor against draggers
catching lobsters, by MLA president Leslie Dyer, July 12, 1955.

MLA directors at 1982 meeting, left to right, Ed Blackmore,
Daniel Escalera, Thomas Bartlett, Bob McDonough, John

Makowsky, John Macduff. From the National Fisherman
collection at the Penobscot Marine Museum.

Lobster science as we know it today:
In the 1990s, York lobsterman Pat
White (Executive Director and Chief
Executive Officer 1992-2010) and South
Thomaston lobsterman David Cousens
(President 1991-2018) made an unprec-
edented decision to have the MLA start
working with scientists. This coopera-
tion turned around lobster manage-
ment science, shifting federal stock as-
sessments from a numerical approach
to a more biological approach. The
MLA's work with University of Maine
scientists and others led state and fed-
eral managers to embrace V-notching
and the oversize measure, and to use
a new stock assessment approach.
The Maine Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) current research
program now works with lobstermen
to monitor all life stages of lobster, in-
cluding using the ventless trap survey
and the Lobster Settlement Index.

Owner-operator: As Cutler lobsterman Kristan Porter (President 2018-present)
said, “Owner-operator is the key to making sure each lobsterman has a stake
in it, and making sure that the fishery is not taken over by big business.” All li-
censed lobstermen in Maine are individual owners and operators of their fishing
business, a fact mandated by law in 1995 as the state moved to trap limits and
apprenticeship-based entry. It has provided the backbone for Maine’s resilient,
independent coastal fishery ever since and prevented what would likely have
been corporate, consolidated lobstering when lobster abundance skyrocketed.

Apprenticeship-based entry and in-out ratios: Until 1995, there was no limited
entry in lobstering. Changing that was difficult for the state. The MLA sup-
ported capping participation and allowing entry through apprenticeship as a
way to keep fishing communities vibrant and avoid consolidation. The MLA
later was instrumental in shaping the law that gives lobster zone councils the
right to set exit-entry entry ratios.

Continued on next page
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Trap limits and zones: Trap numbers were escalating in the 1990s, up well over
2,000 for some fishermen. The MLA was part of comprehensive negotiations
in the Maine legislature to pass a trap limit paired with controls on entry. This
included creating seven lobster management zones and giving lobstermen the
power to lower trap limits below the state cap in each zone, which Zone E has
done.

No lobsters on draggers: Although it became a Maine law in 1967, once federal
management of lobster started after the 200-mile limit law in 1976, it took more
than 25 years to restrict this in federal waters. The MLA was instrumental in
working with Senator Snowe to set federal limits to the number of lobsters al-
lowed by draggers as bycatch.

Whales: For the entire time Patrice McCarron (Associate Director 2000-2001,
Executive Director 2001-2023, Policy Director 2023-current) has been part of
the MLA, the association’s top priority has been to preserve the fishery while
achieving whale protection.

The MLA has been a part of the federal multi-party Take Reduction Team pro-
cess since its inception in 1997 but that did not prevent the association from
assembling a top-quality team of lawyers and scientists to challenge the sci-
ence and methods that NMFS used in its Biological Opinion in court. In June
2023, MLA won an astonishing victory in its appeal case that set a precedent
requiring the federal government to base its decisions on scenarios that are
based in reality and can no longer assume the worst about how fishermen will
impact a species.

Offshore Wind: The MLA opposes offshore wind development and is seeking to
exclude any leases from Lobster Management Area 1. Fueled by money, politi-
cal power, and the imperatives of climate change, offshore wind development
presents the MLA with a major challenge that will last decades.

MLA staff and board members are participating in the advisory process for both
the state’s planned research array off southern Maine and the federal leasing
process for the Gulf of Maine. MLA represents fishermen on the Maine Climate
Council. The association is a member of the Responsible Offshore Development
Alliance (RODA), a fishing industry alliance opposed to offshore wind develop-
ment. The MLA has already scored one major win, when in November 2023
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management excluded more than 90% of Lobster
Management Area 1 from their lease call area.

“We are actually fighting two fronts: to make sure that the lobster fishery is
good and there is an economic future for lobstermen, in addition to tackling
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Announcement of the organizational meeting for the Maine

Lobstermen's Association in the Rockland Courier-Gazette,
Sept. 28, 1954.

issues like whales and wind,’ said Kristan Porter, President 2018-present.

“The MLA matters,” said McCarron. “It means that for young lobstermen you
can stay in Maine, do something you love, and raise a family”
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resoutce
and the fishermen and
communities that depend on
it since 1954.

President: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 460-0560
Vice-President: Craig Stewart
Long Island, 653-6914
Treasurer: Jarod Bray
Matinicus, 542-8961
Secretary: Chris Welch
Kennebunk, 205-2093

Directors

Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-9121
Joshua Beal, Milbridge, 479-9624
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 356-1684
Laurin Brooks, Kennebunk, 468-2165
Herman Coombs, Ort’s Island, 807-8596
Getty Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Dustin Delano, Friendship, 542-7241
Jim Dow;, Bass Harbor, 460-2565
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 380-7976
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 271-7199
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
John McCarthy, Vinalhaven, 863-9984
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-7884

Troy Plummer, Boothbay, 350-7280
John Ttipp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Thomas Werner, Cape Elizabeth,
807-1048

John Williams, Stonington, 367-2731

Staff

Chief Operating Officer
Amber-Jean Nickel
ambertjean@mainelobstermen.org

Policy Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org

Director of Advancement
Kevin Kelley
kevin@mainelobstermen.otg

Office Administrator
Mindy Coath
mindy@mainelobstermen.org

Membership Director
Sunshine Mechtenberg
sunshine@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen's
Association
2 Storer St., suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

STEAMING AHEAD
BY KRISTAN PORTER, MLA PRESIDENT

One of the advantages that comes with being president of
the MLA board is that I get to meet a lot of different people
across many sectors of the fishing industry. This has given
me the opportunity to learn how fishermen from different
areas along our coast fish and how each is a little bit differ-
ent. Often, I have to travel for meetings outside of Maine
and get to meet folks from other fisheries and learn from
them and their experiences.

Back in 2019 I had an opportunity to attend the Pacific
Marine Expo (PME) in Seattle, Washington, which is a
huge trade show and industry event. It’s similar to the
Maine Fisherman’s Forum but much larger. It didn't take
long for me to realize after meeting

One thing is certain: the Maine Lobstermen’s Association’s
win in the D.C. Appeals Court is a very big deal and it has
been noticed nationally. MLA's win in court set a prec-
edent in how the federal government must interpret the
Endangered Species Act. NMFS can no longer assume the
worst about how fishermen will impact a species, it must
look at scenarios that are based in reality using real data.

The MLA has inspired other fisheries to not give up and
keep fighting. The Alaskan trollers, a very sustainable hook
and line salmon fishery, were under threat of being shut
down because environmental groups sued NMFS and won,
claiming the fishermen are catching a food source of an
endangered Orca whale species. The

a few West Coast fishermen that we
all face very similar issues no mat-
ter what side of the country we are
from. There are the usual things
that always come up when you get
talking, like the rising cost of doing
business, the low dock prices, and
loss of working waterfront. But two
other things were disturbingly simi-
lar — threats from environmental
organizations and from offshore
wind development.

I learned so much and met so many
interesting people on that first trip
that I have gone back twice on my own
dime as a sort of mini-vacation. This
past November I went to the Expo
again, along with Long Island lobster-
man and MLA vice president Craig
Stewart. We met so many fishermen
— purse seiners, gillnetters, trollers,
trawlers, and pot fisherman — and
industry leaders while we were there.

The issues on the West Coast are still
the same except for one thing — their
fisheries are under attack from envi-
ronmental groups. Like the MLA, the
west coast fishing industry is fighting back and winning
against the environmental groups and the federal govern-
ment who are trying to push them out of business to save
whales and build industrial wind farms.

They've been following MLAs work to save the lobster
fishery from the government’s over-regulation, which is
supposed to protect whales, and its push to build offshore
wind farms. We had so many people congratulating us on
our huge court win against NMFS this summer and on
our gains in pushing offshore wind leases outside Lobster
Management Area 1. Every conversation ended with us
talking about our common fight to save our fisheries and
the need for fishing groups on both coasts to work together
to share information and to influence federal actions.

MLA DIRECTORS MEETING

The MLA Board met on December 6 in Belfast. COO
Amber-Jean Nickel informed the board of recent changes
in staff. Antonina Pelletier and Rebecca Nuzzi completed
employment with the MLA in early December. Sunshine
Mechtenberg joined the MLA team as membership direc-
tor in December; however, the policy position will not be
rehired in the near-term. Amber-Jean informed the board
that the membership strategy is under development with
guidance from the board’s membership committee. The
board will hold a strategic planning meeting in January to
develop and refine MLA's work in the upcoming years.

Patrice McCarron provided several updates on policy. The
MLA submitted comments to BOEM on the Draft Wind

National Fisherman Highliner
Curt Brown of Ready Seafood

receives his award at the
Expo accompanied by his two
children. PME photo.

trollers association fought back and
won a “stay, so they can fish while
they pursue a legal challenge.

When you live in Maine, you don't
really think about how our fishery is
seen by the rest of the country. Sure,
everyone thinks “lobster” when they
hear the word “Maine,” but on a day-
to-day basis, who has the time to
think about what our fishery or the
MLA means outside of the state?

I'll tell you.

Because the MLA stood up to NMFS
when the agency said we had to re-
duce risk to endangered right whales
by a ridiculous 98%, because we went
on the offensive instead of always
playing defense, because MLA mem-
bers and businesses and towns and
banks and individuals supported our
legal challenge, we won this round.
And we won big! Now the Maine lob-
ster fishery stands as an inspiration
to other fisheries for what can be ac-
complished when you stand up for
what you believe in.

I can't tell you how proud I am to be a
Maine lobsterman and to serve in the leadership of an or-
ganization that took on the federal government — against
all odds — and won.

As we start a new year, think about what the ML A has done,
and know that it would not have been possible without the
outpouring of support from you. You have given new life
to the lobster fishery and have given inspiration and hope
to the West Coast fishermen, their families, and communi-
ties. Not bad for a bunch of lobstermen!

Energy Area (WEA) highlighting MLA’s opposition to off-
shore wind in the Gulf of Maine and the importance of ex-
cluding consideration for offshore wind leasing from all of
Lobster Management Area 1, including secondary Areas
A and B. Responsible Offshore Development Alliance
(RODA) will be holding industry meetings in December to
prioritize data needs and identify fishing industries’ most
pressing concerns with Gulf of Maine offshore wind devel-
opment.

In November, there were right whale sightings in and
around the LMA 1 closure area. These included 32 acoustic
detections over 11 days and six sightings over four days.
At the November Lobster Advisory Council (LAC) meeting,
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) announced that it
had deployed acoustic devices at 26 sites in the Gulf. DMR
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has received $5 million from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to de-
velop an innovative gear library ($3 million) and to develop geo location tech-
nology and conduct outreach with the industry ($2 million). The LAC formed a
subcommittee to explore the impacts of increasing the minimum gauge on the
lobster market.

The second session of the 130th Legislature will begin in January. The bill to
fund the Lobster Legal Defense Fund will be reconsidered. DMR will propose
a bill to expand administrative license suspension to those who commit vio-
lent crimes against others. The Lobster Institute U.S.-Canada Town Meeting
will be held January 18-19 in Moncton. Funds are available to cover the costs of
lodging for lobstermen. The meeting agenda includes impacts of the minimum
gauge change, offshore wind development, climate change, and innovative gear
development.

WIND UPDATES

RODA held in-person workshops on December 11 in Ellsworth and December
12 in Brunswick to discuss the interactions among offshore wind development,
fisheries, and the environment in the Gulf of Maine. The workshops were held
as part of an integrated ecosystem assessment project to get input from the
fishing industry to determine the best data to use to monitor the concerns of
the fishing industry and to understand the potential future impacts of offshore
wind on fishing and the environment. Specifically, RODA sought fishermen’s
advice on how offshore wind development will affect fishing activities and best
measure the impact of offshore wind on the fishing industry, and to receive
input on what data and knowledge is available to measure the impacts of off-
shore wind.

WHALE UPDATES

2024 Right Whale Calving Season — The first right whale calf was spotted on
November 28. The right whale calving season runs mid-November through
mid-April. Researchers closely monitor the southeastern Atlantic coast for
right whale mother/calf pairs. As of December 18, three live calves have been
identified. After a historic low in 2018 when zero calves were born, right whale
calving rates have been improving, with seven identified in 2019, 10 in 2020, 20
in 2021, 15 in 2022, and 12 in 2023.

According to NMFS, female right whales become sexually mature at about age
10. They give birth to a single calf after a year-long pregnancy. Three years is
considered a normal or healthy interval between right whale births. More in-
formation on the 2024 right whale calving season can be found here: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/endangered-species-conservation/north-atlan-
tic-right-whale-calving-season-2024.

Right Whales are Finding Better Food in Canada — A new peer-reviewed study
published in the Journal of Plankton Research shows that copepods which
North Atlantic right whales are feeding on in the southern Gulf of St. Lawrence
are larger and more lipid-rich, thus more nutritious, than the copepods in the
Gulf of Maine and off Nova Scotia. Regional differences in the lipid levels in
prey can play a significant role in the suitability of right whale foraging habitat.
The higher quality food in late summer in the Gulf of St. Lawrence may also be
a factor in the consistent presence of more right whales in that area in recent
years.

NOAA Extends Deadline for MMPA Seafood Import Ban - NOAA Fisheries has
once again delayed implementation of rules intended to bring seafood imports
into compliance with U.S. marine mammal protection standards. The current
exemption has been extended for another two years. In 2016, NOAA issued
a final rule requiring U.S. trade partners to obtain a “comparability finding”
showing that their commercial fisheries meet U.S. conservation standards for
marine mammals. Those that do not have a comparability finding would be
banned from exporting seafood products to the U.S. NOAA Fisheries has re-
ceived 134 applications representing 2,500 foreign fisheries; it makes its deter-
minations on a fishery-by-fishery basis. The agency claims the delay is neces-
sary to effectively complete the evaluation process.

Maine DMR Receives Two Pots of Money for Right Whale Research - DMR re-
ceived a total of more than $22 million in federal funds to conduct research to
inform future right whale conservation rules.

Gear Research Funds — In late November, DMR announced it received more
than $5 million from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) to sup-
port research into alternatives to traditional lobster trap and buoy fishing gear.
Alternative gear may be required by NMFS in future whale regulations to pro-
tect North Atlantic right whales

Of the $5 million, nearly $2 million will support evaluation of acoustic geolo-
cation systems that locate gear on the bottom without the benefit of surface
buoys. Fishermen participating in testing of geolocation technology in 2024

will record data on the time spent locating gear, effective range of detection,
and the relative effectiveness of the technology.

DMR received more than $3 million to establish the Maine Innovative Gear
Library (MIGL) to increase access to different alternative gear types, and to cre-
ate an outreach program that engages fishermen in the research. Lobstermen
will be able to borrow alternative gear, and then test technologies that retrieve
the traps from the bottom. The gear will be integrated into their existing opera-
tions. Regional “hubs” will be established to distribute gear, provide education
and training on gear use, and to gather feedback on the operability of different

gear types.

“Alternative gear, also known as ‘on demand’ gear is a long way from being vi-
able for fishermen or for whales,” said DMR Commissioner Patrick Keliher. “It
is my goal to make sure we know what gear works, and more importantly what
doesn’t work, so when future draft federal regulations come forward, we can
draw on the real-world experience of fishermen when determining what the
next steps should be”

DMR will work with Maine Sea Grant to facilitate state-wide coordination of
the program. Regional partners will include the Island Institute, Maine Center
for Coastal Fisheries, Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association, the Sunrise County
Economic Council, and the Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation.

Right Whale Research Funds - In early December, DMR announced that it re-
ceived more than $17 million from NOAA Fisheries to improve data on endan-
gered right whales. This funding was included in the funding package passed
by Congress in December 2022, which established a $26 million fund for states
with lobster fisheries to conduct right whale research. Congress also included
a six year pause in any new whale regulations to allow time to collect new data
before new right whale rules are developed for implementation. The lack of
data on right whale presence and fishing effort in the Gulf of Maine resulted
in high uncertainty in existing computer models that the federal government
uses to determine the risk of serious injury and mortality to right whales from
lobster gear. This funding will allow DMR to expand right whale research and
improve the assessment of risk posed by fixed gear fisheries in advance of fu-
ture federal rulemakings.

DMR has already deployed passive acoustic monitors at 26 sites throughout the
Gulf to improve data on the presence and absence of right whales off the Maine
coast. These sites are in addition to eight monitors deployed since 2020 in col-
laboration with Northeast Fisheries Science Center and the University of Maine.

DMR’s eight monitors have collected acoustic data from 2020 through June
2022. The overall detection rate across the sites is 0.3%. This represents 13 right
whale detections over 4,364 recording days across the eight listening sites.
Three sites had zero detections, three sites had one detection, one site had four
detections, and one site had six detections).

Beginning in 2024, DMR will conduct aerial and boat-based surveys of right
whale in the Gulf. DMR will also conduct zooplankton surveys to measure the
presence and abundance of Calanus finmarchicus, the primary food source for
right whales.

New data collected on right whales, coupled with data collected from Maine’s
recently enacted reporting and tracker requirements for state and federally
permitted lobster harvesters, will greatly improve the federal government’s
ability to focus whale conservation efforts on the areas of greatest risk. The
model used by NMFS, known as the Decision Support Tool (DST), incorporates
data on whale density and lobster fishing gear location and configuration to
assign risk of serious injury and mortality to right whales. The model allows
federal regulators to assess how that risk changes under different management
scenarios.

“DMR’s approach is to not use assumptions, but rather the best available data
so NOAA understands that the Maine lobster fishery is not the threat they
make it out to be. This will allow them to develop more targeted management
measures, which will reduce the burden on this industry,” said Commissioner
Keliher.

DMR anticipates that these funds will continue to be available into the future
and plans to use future funds to build on its research program and to develop
a new approach to risk modeling that incorporates data on changes in lobster
and NARW populations and habitat use. DMR will also investigate the use of
dynamic management, an approach in which temporary closures are only es-
tablished in specific areas if whales are detected.

NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION AWARDS $18
MILLION TO DEVELOP ROPELESS FISHING

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) awarded 18 grants, totaling
nearly $18.3 million, to advance technologies that remove the need to rely upon
vertical buoy and gear marking lines in the water, reducing the risk of gear en-
tanglement for right whales. The grants also seek to ensure close coordination
Continued on page 8
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and partnership with fishermen to develop and refine technology that will be
affordable, integrate seamlessly into fishery operations, and enable safe and
efficient use.

The grants are intended to develop fishing gear that will offer a variety of tools
reflecting the diverse needs of New England fisheries. This work will also ac-
celerate and complement existing work by NOAA, its partners and others ad-
dressing threats to right whale. Grantees include states, private companies, and
non-profit organizations. Of the 18 grants awarded, 14 will include research in
Maine. DMR is the largest recipient of grant money, totaling $5 million. The
smallest award was $170,000.

BAIT UPDATE
Herring Specifications 2023-2025 (in metric tons)
2023 2024 2025
Annual Catch Level (ACL) 12,429 19,189 23,961
Area 1A Sub-ACL 3,592 5,546 6,925
Area 1B Sub-ACL 534 825 1,030
Area 2 Sub-ACL 3,455 5,335 6,661
Area 3 Sub-ACL 4,847 7,848 9,345
Border Transfer = 0; Fixed Gear Set-Aside = 30mt; Research Set-Aside = 0%

The Atlantic Herring fishery for Management Area 1A and Area 3 exceeded
quota for 2023. Area 3 closed in May landing 107% of the quota. Area 1A closed
in November landing 105% of the quota. Area 1B and Area 2 did land the full
quota allocation, however, this only amounted to 656 mt of herring. Herring
quotas will increase by 6,760 mt (to 19,189 mt) in 2024 and an additional 4,772
mt (to 23,961 mt) in 2025.

Maine landed its full state allocation of menhaden totaling 20,500,000 lbs.
at the end of August. The Episodic Events Fishery Set Aside (EESA) program
opened, giving the fleet access to an additional 4,285,786 Ibs. (1% of the quota).

Many thanks to these fine businesses, >
the MLA’s Keeper members!

Accutech Marine Propellor Island Fishing Gear & Novatec Braids LTD

Agri-Access Auto Parts Oliver Investments, LLC

Atlantic Edge Lobster Island Fishermen’s Wives  p, i Edge

Bar Harbor Bank John’s Bay Boat Co. Port Clyde Fishermen’s

Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Lobster Trap Co. Cooperative

Beals Lobster Pier Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc. ~ Port Lobster Co.

Bowdoin College M & B Fish Co. RE Thomas Marine

Dining Services Machias Savings Bank Hardware

CEI Maine Center for Coastal RGO Tax'Accountmg and
Fisheries Resolution

Chapman & Chapman : :

P ) P Maine Coast Fishermen’s Riverdale Mills

Chase Leavitt Association Rope Razor

Coastal Equipment Corp.  \faine Financial Group ~ Seacoast Lobster Bands

CSL Plasma Maine Lobstermen’s Seacoast Tours of Freeport

Downeast Dayboat Community Alliance Shearwater Marine

Farrin’s Boatshop Maine Ocean Lobster Surveying

Finestkind Scenic Cruises Maine Sea Grant South Bristol Fishermen’s

First National Bank Marine Hydraulic Cooperative
F W. Thurston Co. Inc.  Engineering Co. Inc. Superior Marine Products
McMillan Offshore Tenants Harbor

Georgetown Fishermen’s . o
Survival Training

Cooperative Fishermen’s Cooperative
Gulf of Maine Lobster ~ Mideoast Marine Supply - rpe Clam Shack
Foundation Midcoast Solar LLC Vallation Outerwear
Guy Cotten, Inc. Milton Cat Varney Insurance Inc.
The Hanover Insurance Naut'ilus' Marine Venture Bait
Group Fabrication ) .
. ) Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Harbor Bait ?Ie(:lw ]tipgllellnd Marine & Cooperative
: ndustrial Inc.
Infab Refractories Inc. New Enaland P I William Coffin & Sons
ew England Propeller
Inland Seafood g P Winter Harbor

Northeast Marine Survey

Interstate Lobster Co. Fishermen’s Cooperative

Under Maine’s EESA fishery, vessels are limited to 6,000 lbs., or 17 barrels per
vessel, harvested on Mondays and Fridays. To date, Maine has not landed its
full allocation under the EESA fishery.

LOBSTER VESSEL TRACKERS MUST BE CERTIFIED WITH DMR

As areminder, ASMFC Addendum 29 requires all federal lobster permit hold-
ers to install an approved tracker device on their vessel by December 15.
Addendum 29 was adopted in March 2022 to support more accurate stock
assessments and address challenges associated with risk reduction require-
ments for whales, emerging ocean uses, and enforcement. For more informa-
tion, visit https:.//www.maine.gov/dmr/fisheries/commercial/fisheries-by-spe-
cies/lobsters/trackers.

WORKING WATERFRONT PROTECTION LEGISLATION INTRODUCED
IN CONGRESS

On December 6, Representative Pingree reintroduced the bipartisan Keep
America’s Waterfronts Working Act to preserve Americas working waterfronts
by creating a grant program and preservation loan fund. The bill would also
establish a Working Waterfronts Task Force.

These resources would support coastal communities grappling with the cli-
mate crisis and preserve the character of coastal communities by protecting
jobs, commercial activities, and public access to America’s coasts. The legisla-
tion passed the House in the 116th Congress in 2019.

Senator Collins introduced 7he Working Waterfront Preservation Act on
November 13 to help preserve access to working waterfronts for fishermen
and maritime workers in coastal communities. The Working Waterfront
Preservation Act would establish a $20 million grant program to permanently
protect waterfront areas for commercial uses.

NEW MLA MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

The Maine Lobstermen’s Association said a sad good-bye on December 1 to
Andi Pelletier, the MLLA's membership director since 2015. Andi was the cheer-
ful voice of the MLA, adept at handling everything from MLA hat and sweat-
shirt mailings to fundraising events and annual membership campaigns. She
was the face of the MLA to many, seen regularly at the annual Maine Lobster
Boat Races each summer where she talked with everyone and signed up new
MLA members. Andi sought out large and small businesses in the state to be-
come vital MLA business members and was always a bright spot at the MLA
booth during the Maine Fishermen’s Forum. “Andi was invaluable to the MLA
in so many ways. She was always ready to do whatever needed to be done;
said MLA policy director Patrice McCarron. We wish her the best in her new
endeavors.

Sunshine Mechtenberg is the MLA's
new membership director. Sunshine
was CEO of Shard, a national com-
pany based in Brunswick, where she
conducted daily operations, man-
agement, and product development.
Prior to that she worked in market-
ing and retail sales, and as company
president of a wholesale manufac-
turing company in Dover-Foxcroft
begun years before by her mother. In
2018, Sunshine stepped down from
her CEO position to contemplate
a different career path. “I wanted
to break from that very stressful
life T was living,” she said. She self-
published two books, Feel Good &
Shine On° A Lifestyle and Feel Good
& Adventure On® Live an Epic Life.
Looking for a job that connected her
to the Maine coast, she answered an ad for a sternman. Soon she was stuff-
ing bait bags, baiting traps, and cleaning the decks aboard the F/V Caroline
Elizabeth, out of Harpswell. She completed her apprentice hours in October
2022, and is now on the Zone F waitlist. She also became a partner in Finsulate
USA, a Netherlands-based company that invented a non-toxic product that
replaces bottom paint on boats, promoting the product at international and
national trade shows.
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MEET THE MLA BOARD MEMBERS

By Melissa Waterman

Dustin Delano, 33, discovered the Maine Lobstermen’s Association when he
attended the Maine Lobster Leadership Institute a little over 10 years ago. The
Leadership Institute gave younger lobstermen broad knowledge of the sci-
ence, management, and economics of the fishery as well as opportunities to
attend state and regional management meetings. The winter-long program
ended with a trip to Prince Edward Island to learn more about how Canadian
lobstermen fished.

“I enjoyed the program. It was a
chance to be with people the same
age and get all the information at
once. I asked so many questions at
the time and wondered to myself
‘why didn’t I know this?’;” Delano
recalled. “I learned a lot about dif-
ferent fishing styles and differ-
ent economic situations. It really
piqued my interest in the fishery
and advocacy”

Delano grew up in the small mid-
coast town of Friendship. He and
his childhood friends all started
lobstering at about the same time.
Delano went to college after high
school, studying business and mar-
keting as well as for the ministry
before lobstering drew him back to
town. He joined the MLA and then, eight years ago, became a member of the
board of directors.

Dustin Delano. Photo courtesy of

EatingWell.com.

“I enjoyed hearing the updates from everyone [other board members] every
month on how the fishing was going for them,” Delano said. “I learned that as
a board member, we become the people other people seek to find out what is
going on. I could be out on the water, hear guys talking and maybe sometimes
it wasn’t quite accurate. I could let them know what'’s really going on.”

During the past eight years, the MLA board has dealt with numerous complex
issues, from proposed right whale protection regulations and wind energy de-
velopments to fluctuating herring and menhaden quotas. Each board member
comes from a different part of the coast, bearing a different mindset and per-
spectives on each issue.

“The board members do a good job disagreeing on issues. If it doesn’t go one
guy’s way, everyone is OK at the end. For example, I am very much anti-regu-
lation. I'm very skeptical. But I might sit next to someone who has an entirely
different view, Delano said. “Sometimes we haven't always been able to agree
to disagree because we are more passionate about the issues, which are getting
more complex. But I respect everyone on the board.”

Delano became vice-president of the MLA in 2018. He also became a board mem-
ber of the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative. This year he accepted the po-
sition of Chief Operating Officer for the newly formed New England Fishermen’s
Stewardship Alliance (NEFSA). With each new step came opportunities to learn.

“T've always taken the time to think the issue out and not react until I do;’
Delano said. “I do a fair amount of research and then ask questions. It’s always
important to me to bring the perspective of what I hear from fishermen, par-
ticularly younger fishermen.’

Delano will step down from the MLA board in March. Now living in Saco, he
sold his lobster boat this past summer, although he plans to fish with his father
occasionally, and will concentrate on his work with NEFSA. The region-wide
organization focuses on all New England fisheries, requiring Delano to address
regulatory and policy issues that reach beyond those facing Maine lobstermen.

“I enjoyed serving on the board. I have a lot of respect for the MLA,” he said. “It’s
much needed to keep the industry thriving. It gives me reassurance to know
that the MLA has got the right whale issue by the horns”

é )
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
MLA Annual Meeting
Friday, March 1, 9 a.m.
Samoset Resort, Rockport

All MLA members are invited to attend.

Board member John Williams, 69,
of Stonington, joined the MLA
in 1973 fresh out of high school.
His father Bob got him signed up,
which made sense since John had
been fishing with his father since
he was six years old.

“My grandfather on my moth-
er’s side was a fisherman. He went
clamming and tub trawling. My
grandfather on my father’s side cut
ice, cut wood, and ran a boat yard
in his later years. My father fished,
then went to Pratt & Whitney. He
lasted a few weeks and hated it
Williams laughed.

Williams found his own way on the
water, turning to different fisheries
at different times of the year. “In the
1980s and 90s, I went groundfishing
and scalloping in the winter. We did
longlining and dragging as well. That was 80, 90 miles offshore in small boats,’
he recalled. Some years he would go gill netting in the summer and switch to
lobstering in the winter. The work was hard and in those years the money was
unreliable.

John Williams, left, with his father

Bob. J. Williams photo.

But it was what Williams wanted to do. “I've never asked anyone for a job,” he
said. “I got up in the morning and went to work and hoped to make something
before the end of the day. There was more freedom then. It was a lifetime of
work, but I've enjoyed every bit of it

Williams brought the same tenacity and patience to the MLA board. He and his
wife Judy, who does all the driving, haven't missed a meeting in the 12 years he’s
been a board member.

“Ican’'t understand why more lobstermen aren’t members of the MLA,” Williams
said. “You ask them, and they have no reason for not joining. Just getting the
newspaper (Landings) is worth the price of membership.”

The strength of the MLA comes from its members; that strength has been par-
ticularly tested during the years Williams has been a board member. Federal
regulations designed to protect endangered North Atlantic right whales grew
more and more stringent. In 2020, the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) took it to a whole new level when it announced that the lobster fish-
ery would have to reduce its threat to the whales by 98% in 10 years. While
the MLA’s resulting legal suit against NMFS ultimately forced NMFS to rescind
its regulations and over-reaching risk reduction target for six years, NMFS still
must come up with right whale conservation measures by 2028.

“The MLA stays involved. Getting information firsthand is the most important
thing,” Williams said, reflecting on the right whale battle. “There’s so much stuff
going on. The MLA used to be about conservation and education. But we've had
to veer off into right whale issues and wind development.

Williams knows just how complicated these issues are. He served for four years
as a member of the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team (TRT), a con-
sortium of over 60 members of organizations, agencies, fishermen and scien-
tists that advise NMFS on its plan for right whale conservation.

“It was eye-opening,” Williams said of his time on the TRT. “Everyone talked. It
would take two or three hours to get an answer to one question. It was a pro-
cess and you just had to go through it. I'm glad I did” He recalled at one TRT
meeting seeing some of the Massachusetts fishing representatives “fly off the
handle” and leave the room in anger. “Well, that was it. You don’t get to speak
again. And you need to be at the table;” he said.

He hesitates to predict the future for the Maine lobster fishery yet emphasizes
one important thing. “My point of view is that we want to keep most fishermen
fishing. We want the young guys to be able to make aliving. The [existing whale]
rules are a pain in the ass, yes. They mean quite a bit more shop work,” Williams
said. “But we'll find a way to go fish”

Williams, who several years ago was awarded the MLAs Golden V-notch
award for his contributions to the lobster fishery, will step down from the
board in March. “I enjoyed going to the meetings and being involved. Judy has
sat through every meeting I ever went to. I won't miss driving to Belfast [ for
monthly MLA board meetings]. It’s the drive back that’s hard;” he said. “But I
never worked with a better group of men and women. It’s been a pleasure”
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BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES
Jonesboro, ME Portland, ME Thomaston, ME West Bath, ME Wakefield, RI
(207) 434-5791 (800) 244-8727 (800) 426-4526 (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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AQUAMESH’

Since 1980 Aquamesh® has revolutionized
the marine industry. It’s designed to

be weather and corrosion resistant to
withstand the harshest marine conditions.

—
. =/=RIVERDALE

Aquamesh® | Manufactured by Riverdale Mills
riverdale.com | sales@riverdale.com | 1.800.762.6374

I

MLA Seeks Nominations for Board of Directors

MLA Members -- Don’t miss your opportunity
to influence the future of your organization and your industry!

Did you know? MLA Board representation | 2024 Board Priorities

e MLA Directors are elected for a 3-year term . ZoneA 4 (2 expiring)

e MLA Directors meet monthly (except August) piring e Dedicated lobstermen who
_ e ZoneB 3

e Board members expected to attend at least 4 meetings/yr care about the future of the

e Zone C 3 (2 expiring)
e ZoneD 3 (1 expiring)
e ZoneE 3 (2 expiring)

Overview of MLA Board

e Maximum # of Board members: 21

e Current Board: 21 members . ZoneF 2 about the industry’s needs

e Number of Directors with Terms expiring: 7 . ZoneG 3 and priorities

o Average age of MLA Board: 49 e Balanced industry represen-
e Islands represented 4 : h

e Youngest MLA Board member: 28 tation across the state

e Oldest MLA Board member: 75

industry
e Lobstermen who can talk

MLA Director Nomination Form (detach and return)

Nomination Requirements Nominee Information (must be MLA member)
e To make a nomination, you must be an MLA Name:
membel.‘ in good standing. . . Fishing Port:
. ﬁll norl\r/}anAees mft h.old a l\(/ila{cne (lj(.)bster license & Zone: Town of residence:
e an member in good standing. _ _ _ _
« Deadline for nominations: January 31, 2024. Please let us know how this nominee could contribute to the MLA Board:
e Feel free to nominate yourself, or someone else.
Thank you
for helping to keep Person submitting nomination (must be MLA member)
the MLA strong! Name:

Lobster Lic. #:

Mail your nomination to the MLA office: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043

Or feel free to call in your nomination to 967-4555 or email: amberjean@mainelobstermen.org.
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CAT MARINE ENGINES

Tier 3 Commercial Line-up
C71 C9o.3

We’re here for you!

Twin Disc’s MGX series marine transmissions and
QuickShift® controls provide smooth, fast shifting along
with amazing slow-speed control. And the QuickShift®
C7.1 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings: C9.3 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings: : : .
280 HP @ 2300 Heavy Duty “B N STO%K 475 HP @ 1300 Hoauy Duty “B” 9 control head isn’t just another pretty face:

350 HP @ 2500 Maximum Continuous Duty “C” IN STOCK 416 HP @ 2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C" 1t’ 1 |
400 HP @ 2600 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK 476 HP @ 2300 Intermittent Duty “D” 1t's demgned to be workboat tough

425 HP @ 2700 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK

C18 Cc32

C18 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
470 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
600 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
670 HP @ 1800-2100 Heavy Duty “B”

715 HP @ 1800-2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”

803 HP @ 2100 Intermittent Duty “D”

*Tier 4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings:

1,001 BHP @ 2300

_1'13BBHP@2300 AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS

Billings Diesel & Marine I'.Xman Morse at Wafarer Guy Crudele Repair DePaul Diesel Services, Inc. 15 Continental Drive — Exeter: NH 03833
ervice arine Corporation Gloucester, MA Portsmouth, Rl

Stonington, ME Camden, ME Sacchetti Marine and Hinckley Yacht Service Call: (888) 460-74 1 9 or (603) 4 1 8-0470

Dennis’ Welding & Marine  Journey's End Industrial LLC Portsmouth, RI . .

Beals, ME Rockland, ME Plymouth, MA Rhode Island Engine .

Front Street Shipyard :}Iairllnweln Shipyard & Wind: i Power Sy Comy Inc. 9 Emall. djones@glpower. com

Belfast, ME arina, Inc. Fairhaven, MA Narragansett, Rl . . . . .
Fairhaven, MA Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New England, New York

& New Jersey

C32 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
750 BHP @ 1600-1800
800 BHP @ 1600-1800

*All T4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings, require qualifications review and approval by CAT Factory.
*Contact Nick Fawle or Your Authorized Marine Dealer for Tier 4 exemption qualification details.

For Marine Engine Sales, contact Nick Fawle, our new Marine Market Manager.
Nick Fawle at 603-484-5248

Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

Mitton [T

miltoncat.com

The dedication

of Lobstermen to
their craft does not
go unnoticed. With
six stores covering
the coast of Maine
and our online
store, we work to
provide the go-to
fishing gear and
everyday supplies
you need to bring in
that next big catch.

800-639-2715 hamiltonmarine.com
KITTERY e PORTLAND o ROCKLAND e SEARSPORT ¢ SW HARBOR ¢ JONESPORT
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m=Specialists
P g T PR g “'.".'

FROM BUOY TO TRAPI 2

WE’RE READY FOR
YOUR TRAP & KIT ORDERS

We want to thank all of you - customers old and new - for your
patience as we’ve worked to face the changes and challenges
of the last couple of years.

NEED A LENDER

WHO U N DE RSTAN DS YOU r) We want you all to know that we’re here and ready to talk about
your upcoming orders.
<§°0 OUR BUSINESS IS BUILDING YOUR
N
“ LOBSTER GEAR.
Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit We have your whale rigging.
to Maine’s commercial fishing industry. With long- and short-term financing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice Everson The Maine Mold
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of breakaway rope Link is the safest
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business. is the strongest brgakawa}/ link
Call them today at the branch office closest to you. whe'xle-safe rope alternative available
available. Available when properly
in ME, MA and installed.
LOANS AND LEASES FOR: offshore colors!

BOATS ° TRUCKS ° REAL ESTATE * PERMITS
BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES = WHARVES * EQUIPMENT
HAUL OUT AND REPAIR < OPERATING LINES

% FARM CREDIT EAST
@ 800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM jerryw@friendshiptrap.com  jemerson@friendshiptrap.com  mikew@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0842 (207) 483-6555 (800) 339-6558 (207) 542-0841

/Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine\

If you're selling shellfish, lobsters, crabs, soft-shell clams, periwinkles, scallops, etc.,
you may want to give us a call.

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!

There's always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

Buying product from dealers, wharfs, fishermen and harvesters.
ACInc. Beals, ME 04611 207-497-2261
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

Many thanks to the businesses that not only support us
but offer a discount to YOU, our members.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Vessel Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG
approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no

lay u
more!

all Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

eriod, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.

207-607-7118 www.rgtaxresolution.com

Automotive

Weirs Buick - GMC

Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070 www.weirsgmc.com

Bait

Nor’east Bait LLC

York, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com

Boat Builders/Repairs

SW Boatworks

Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38 CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427
www.swboatworks.com

Electronic Equipment

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for

MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117

Durabrite Lights

Garden City, NY -- Free Shipping for MLLA
members 201-915-0555

Hydraulics

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LL.C

South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Hamilton Marine

Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME --
Discounts available to commercial fishermen.

North Atlantic Power Products

Exeter NH- 10% discount for all service
repair of twin disc transmissions, 15% off any
new MGX series 603-418-0470

Trident Sustainable Plastic Solutions

Kittery, ME- 5% discount on all insulated fish
boxes 610-715-0789

Fuel & Electricity

Midcoast Solar, LL.C

New Harbor, ME -- 20% off Community
Solar electricity for fishermen, lobstermen,
aquaculture businesses, and 18% off Commu-
nity Solar residential electricity for fishermen,
lobstermen, and aquaculturists from the Bris-
tol Community Solar Farm. Subscribers also
receive a $100 local Gift card of their choice,
and an invitation to learning tour and celebra-

tion party at Pemaquid Beach in the summer
of 2022. 207-677-0037
Gifts

Maine Camp Outfitters

Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hotels

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth — (Ellsworth, ME)

Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront —
(Portland, ME)

Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston —
(Rockland, ME)

Residence Inn by Marriott -
(Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates 7/‘07" MILA menbers and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MI.A
for booking information, or mention MI.A when
booking.

Lobster & Seafood

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coo
Winter Harbor, ME — 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers

Commercial Fisheries News

Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

Accu Tech Marine Propeller Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off all services.
603-617-3626 www.accutechmarine.com

New England Propeller Inc

Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804 www.neprop.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119
www.nautilus-marine.com

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training, 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment

Cross Insurance Arena

Portland, ME --Special discounts to shows

at the Cross Arena in Portland! Use promo
code GFRIEND at checkout. Order by phone,
online, or in person at the box office.

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
Freeport, ME -- 15% off tours for
MILA members. Must show MLLA
card. 207-798-2001

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath ME -- Free admission for card holding
MILA members. 207-443-1316

Show your MLA card to receive great discounts at these fine businesses!
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!

AQUACULTURE

Atlantic Sea Farms

Liz Johndrow

20 Pomerleau St.

Biddeford, ME 04005
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com

MLA members can get 25% off order

AUTOMOTIVE
Weirs GMC Buick

1513 Portland Rd.

Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
info@weirsbuickgme.com
www.weirsbuickgme.com

Buy a new GMC truck & get a firee
Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS

CBS Lobster

52 Union Wharf

Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish

370 E. Eagle St.

East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com

Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.

Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

Nor'east Bait LLC

Tom Canino

4 Vacation Dr.

York ME 03909
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
https://noreastbait.com

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

Royal River Boat Repair
Alan Dugas

307 Bayview St
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577
alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks

358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Lange Solberg

11 Bellwether Way

Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only! Call for more info.

DuraBrite Inc.

310 Ellington Ave. E
Garden City, NY 11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Navroc Marine Electronics
Jason Philbrook

156 New County Rd.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
WWW.navroc.com

FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT

Farm Credit East
Shannon Webber

615 Minot Ave.

Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

Twin City Financial Group

Mike Godin

1071 Lisbon St

Lewiston, ME 04240 207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com

Locations in Brunswick, Stonington &
Farmingdale

FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Hamilton Marine

with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181

Portland: 774-1772

Jonesport: 497-2778

Kittery: 439-1133
mail@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Ketcham Supply Co, Inc
Myron Horzesky

11 Myrtle St

New Bedford, MA 02740
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

North Atlantic Power Products
Dan Jones/ Jay Perrotta

15 Continental Dr

Exeter, NH 03801

603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

Tightlines Tackle

Cody Barter

60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

Trident SPS

Bruce Hannough

1 Wheelhouse Way

Kittery Point, ME 03905
610-715-0789
sales@tridentsps.com
https://www.tridentsps.com

Colby & Gale

Matt Poole

154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

Maine Camp Outfitters

Melissa Daniels

300 Sunset Rd

Sunset, ME 04683 800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel & promotional
product orders.

HYDRAULICS

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.

28 Route 86

Seabrook, NH 03874

603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com

10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.

Hews Company LLC

190 Rumery St.

South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136  info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative

2 Union St.

Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

INSURANCE

Acadia Benefits

Connor and Kevin Kennedy

50 Portland Pier, Ste 301
Portland ME 04101
207-615-0560 (Kevin)
207-822-4385 (Connor)
kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
www.acadiabenefits.com

FA Peabody Insurance

Josh McGuire

254 Main St

Calais, ME 04619 800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1

Falmouth, ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL

Atwood Lobster

Travis Thompson

286 Island Rd

Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermen's Coop
PO Box 258

Islesford, ME 04646 207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Delano Seafood

Kendall Delano

2090 Atlantic Highway
‘Waldoboro, ME 04572
207-832-7902
www.delanoseafoodmarket.com

D.C. Air and Seafood

258 Newman St.

Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139

The Lobster Co.

1272 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
207-985-8824
lobcoretail@yahoo.com
www.thelobsterco.com

Luke’s Lobster

84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072
207-332-0304
jeff@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Lobster Outlet

Caanan LeTourneau

360 US Route 1

York, ME 03909

207-363-4449
caanan@mainelobsteroutlet.com
https://mainelobsteroutlet.com

RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

ShopLobster, Inc.

Nick Perreault

66 Main St., suite 304
Ellsworth, ME 04605
207-386-9320
nperreault2029@gmail.com
www.shoplobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
bryan@shucksmaine.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.

S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop

PO Box 87

Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116

Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327

sicoop@tds.net

MARINE ENGINES

Cummins

110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
Www.cummins.com

Gillespie Marine, LLC

Mike Gillespie

519C Gardiner Rd.

Wiscasset, ME 04578

(207) 504-2652
GillespiemarineLLC@yahoo.com

Power Product Systems
Joel Rumelhart

432 Warren Ave
Portland, ME 04103
207-797-5950
info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com

REAL ESTATE

RE/MAX Jaret & Cohn
Camden: 236-9626
Belfast: 338-4220
Rockland: 596-0352
Vinalhaven: 863-2554
Waldoboro: 832-5219
info@jaretcohn.com
www.jaretcohn.com

REFRIGERATION SERVICES

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.

Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy's

50 & 70 Perkins Cove Rd.
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

Island Lobster Co.

20 Island Ave

Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

Mason's Famous Lobster Rolls
Weston Leonard

600 Atlantic Ave.,

Virginia Beach, VA 23451
757-644-7685
wleonard@missionfoods.com
www.masonslobster.com

Red's Eats

Debbie Gagnon

Water St., Wiscasset, ME 04578
207-882-6128
debbiegagnon222@yahoo.com
www.redseatsmaine.com

TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES

Brooks Trap Mill

Stores in Portland, West Bath,
Jonesboro, and Wakefield, RI
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
in Friendship, Columbia Falls
570 Cushing Rd.

Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.

9 Digital Dr.

Biddeford, ME 04005
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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Thank you to our

Thank you to those whose
donations to #SaveMaineLobstermen
Campaign total $100,000 or more

John and Brendan Ready
Machias Savings Bank
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
First National Bank
Donald Sussman

Gifts $20,000 - $39,999
Robinson’s Wharf Fundraiser
South Bristol Fisherman’s Co-op

Gifts $10,000 - $14,999
Town of Cutler

Town of Friendship

Town of Harpswell

Gifts $5,000 - $9,999
Hamilton Marine

Maine Aquaculture Association
Town of Boothbay

Town of Stonington

Gifts $2,500 - $4,999
Mark Bennett

Brown’s Boat Yard
Delano Seafood

Friend & Friend
Hurricane Meadows Farm
Maine Camp Ouffitters
Tyler Piper

Town of Bristol

Town of Sorrento
Vinalhaven Lions Club

Gifts $1,000 - $2,499

A Silver Lining, Jess Pinkham
American Lobster Products
Brian Alley

Jeremy Alley

Richard Alley, Jr.

Laurence Ames

Bar Harbor Chamber of Commerce
Eric Beal

David Black

Michael Bowser, Esq.

Judge W. Kennedy Boone lII, Ret.
Tricia Ann Carver

Jason Chipman

John & Cathy Chipman

Donate 51,000 or more and receive
this exclusive sweatshirt.

Larry Coombs

Ben Doliber

George Dow

Joe Doyle

Brian Eaton

Lillian Eby & Jeff Fogelsong

Elizabeth Fenwick

Bruce Fernald

Michael Flanigan

Edward Foye

Travis Gamage: The Penalty Box

Kevin Glover

Go Fish!

Peter Goldstein

Earl Hamilton

Erick Harjula

Andrew Hawke

David Heallen

Bobby Ingalls

Alice Ingraham

Chip Johnson

Nathan & Janet Jones

Jeff Kaelin

Kristofer Koerber

Stuart Levenbach

William Libby

Travis Lunt

Coleen Lydon

Main Street Variety Customers

Jeni Menendez

Moody’s Diner

Moody’s Shellfish

Mornings in Paris

Jonathan Murphy

NH Commercial Fisherman’s
Association

Jeffrey Norwood

Brent Olsen

Alfred Osgood

Leland R. Osgood

Nicholas & Kristin Page

Douglas M. Ricci

Karen Rizkalla, Saint George Realty

Todd Savage: The Penalty Box

Mark Sewell

James Smith

Sorrento Seafood

David A. Thomas

Courtland & Roxanne Tolman

Town of Frenchboro

Town of Kittery

Town of Mount Desert

Town of Vinalhaven

Lee Watkinson

Ronald Watkinson

Chris Welch

Wendy Webster Good Fine Art

Whitney’s Tri-Town Marine

Eben Wilson
Winter Harbor Co-Op
Dominic Zanke

Gifts $500 - $999

Travis Alley

Josh Beal

Blue Water Concepts

Russell Brown, Percy L Brown
& Sons

Chandler River Fuel Service

Barbara & James Chesney

Mark Cheney

City of Auburn

The Dairy Corner

Jessica DeFrenn, Sacred
Seahorse Studio

Deer Isle Sunset Cong. Church

Robert Docill

Michael G. Floyd

Timothy Field

Kevin Hopkins, Hopkins Boatyard

BR & CR Hughes

Samuel Hyler

Bruce Erwin Johnson

David Johnson

Mark Jones

KA ORA Bracelets

Sean Kelley

Chris Kelsey

Kyle Koerber

Edwin G. Lawson

Martin Leeman

John McCarthy

Raymond & Judith McCaskey

Carl Mclntire

Shane Mclintire

Robert Mclintire

Katherine Miller

Ryan Miller

Steve N. Miller

Tad Miller

Tim Morong

New England Marine & Industrial

Brian & Lisa Osgood, Creekside Inc

Michael Philbrook

Port Lobster Company

Andrew Ray & Sarah Buchen-Ray

Matthew Samuels

Martha Silver

Paul Smith

Nathaniel Snow

David Thurlow

John Tripp

Rita Tripp

Richard Wall

Weathervane Seafoods

Wind Horse Arts

Jeff White

Chilloa Young

Jason Zanke

Gifts $300 - $499

Alice Bissell & Stephen Rosen
Carla Bryson

Stephen Burns

Scott E. Drake

Michael Foster & Jill Jensen
Geary Brewing Co. Staff
Chris Jenness

Kathi & Bruce Jordan

Kyick Charters LLC

Jane Snider

David Sullivan
Charles Tarbox
Tiller & Rye Grocers

Gifts $100 - $299
Diane Adair

Andrew Adam

Ted Ames & Robin Alden
Jason Alley

Herman Anderson
George Andrews

George Armstrong

Emily & Ron Axelrod
Arlene Barnard

John Barrett

Glenda Beal

Naftal Bechar

William & Catherine Becker
Thomas Bennett
Joannah Bentley

Bobbi & Dana Billings
Russell Bray

Eric Brazer

Ernie Burgess

Linda Burley

Albert Buswell

Susan Buxton, Day Boat Fresh
Buzz Carver

Bonnie & Gary Castanino
Roger Chipman

Julie Cleveland

Daniel Clough

John & Diane Cochran
Diane & Daniel Colacino
Lydia Coleman

Alcyone Coon

Diane Cowan

Mark & Margery Cyr
Orville Darling

Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson
Palmer Davies

Eric Davis

Steven Davis

Jesse Davisson

Howard Dentremont
Charles Dillon

Tripp Dixon

Dock’s Seafood

Joey Donnelly

Forrest Dow

William Dowling, Jr.
Donna Dworkin

Terrance & Sandra Eaton
Barbara Edson
Stephanie Ewen
Cameron Field
Friendship Lobster Treats
Judith Gary

Alexander Gonzalez
Shelley Grant

Barrett Gray, Boyce’s Motel
Eugene Guilford

Jason G. Hamilton

Pearl Hardie

Noah Harjula

Gary & Susan Harmatz
Curt & Sally Haskell
Nicole & Larry Heath
Susan Heissenbuttel
Allison Hepler

Stephen & Lisa Hewitt

Michael Higgins

Ditta Baron Hoeber

Richard Howard

Island Spirits

Keith Jordan

David Joyce

Roger Kellett

The Kelley Family

Dana Knudsen

William Knuff & Kristine Geils

Rachel Korenkiewicz

Stephen Kosacz

Alyssa & Dale Landrith,
Wicked Adventure Redemption

Bill Lanza

Burt Leach

Gary Libby

David Loeb

John Lumbard

Larry & Barbara MacAdams

Marshall Matthew

John McCann

Robert McMahan

Mark Minton

Christopher Moore

Howard Moorefield

Rick Morton

Bill Most

Christopher Nelson

Richard Nelson

Willem Nieuwkerk

Chelsea Nunan

Dave Nute

Robert H. Oberlander

Brent Oliver

George Olsen

Travis Otis Family

Katherine Page & Alan Hein

Gilbert Palmer

Anne Pease

Tara & Matthew Perez

Cathy Proctor

Nancy Plummer

Larry & Sandra Pye

Lawrence Pye

Edward Reddy

Scot Reisner

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution

Gordon Rittmeyer

John Rohrer

Michael Rowan

Tammy Rowe

Michael Sargent

George Sass

Annette & Daniel Schultz

John Seiders

Michael Sherman

Constance Sinclair

Sarah Smith

Bobbie Speigelman

Ted Spurling

John & Sondi Stanton

Stonington Lobster Boat Race
Committee

Andrew Svenson

Gary Taylor

Zachary Teal

Mark Tolette

Matthew & Rya Trundy

Noel Twigg

Diana Tyler

Keavany Tyler

VIP Maine Mobile

Maine Lobstermen’s Association: www.mainelobstermen.org 207-967-4555




The clouds that threatened

our fishery have lifted,

but the threats are not over.

Eloise Vitelli

Allan Vitkus

Richard Waldron

Michael Webber

Walter Whetstone

Jeanne & Richard Whittier
Wesley Willink

Richard Wilson

Crayke Windsor

Wotton’s Lobster Wharf

Judith Wylie
Elaine Yandow

Christopher Young
E. Richard Young

Gifts Under $100

Katya Abazajian

Petrea Allen

Fred Backman

Aaron Beal

Linda & Chris Berlow

Dana Betts, Sr.

Col. Charles Brule, Ret.
Elisabeth Butler & Albert Harper
Dobbin Callahan

Patricia Callahan

Scott Callahan

Sheila Callahan

John Bowden & Clare Catarius
Craig & Merrill Chapin

Terri Rae Chattin & Stephanie Hixon
Sean Clayton

Peter Collins

Felix Croft

Lois Davis

Susan Dempster & Gerald Doughty
Virginia Deucher

Demaree DiBiase

Donalee Dolan

Oaky Dover

Kim Drain

My Gift:
$10,000
$5,000
$2,000
$1,000
$500

Other:

OO0O0OO0O0O00aO0

All donors giving $1,000 or more in 2023 will
receive an EXCLUSIVE
#SaveMaineLobstermen sweatshirt.

$365 “a dollar a day”

Make this a yearly gift

Lynn Duryea

Eastern Tides Design

Gerry Fogerty

Fraternal Order of Eagles:
Ladies Aux. Social Fund 1248

Sandra Gates

Kathye Gorham

Jerry Goto

Michael Gray

Mike & Penny Greenberg

Anonymous

Carla Harris

James & Elaine Herlan

Jorge Hernandez

Jo Ann Hoppe

Eve Jamieson

Alice Jaskolka

Margaret Jicha

Mary Jones

Robert Jordan

Debbie Kelley

Mark Kirchoff

James Klick

Jeffrey Knuckles

Richard & Kathleen Lacourciere

Susan Lane

John & Teresa Lynch

Priscilla & Ralph Masciovecchio

Richard Marchione

Ruth Matthews

Lance & Amy Meader, Rivalries
Falmouth, LLC

John Meyn

Raymond & Carol Michaud

Dana Morin

Namaste Clean Soaps

Charlotte Nekola

Harry Nelson

H.Oliver & C.Goddard, Coastline
Physical Therapy

Jeffrey & Kristina Osgood

Gus Oster

Russell Pancoast

Penny Pengra

Lucy & Jerome Pieh

Evan Pinette

Lindsey Pinkham, Midcoast First
Aid, LLC

James Poole

Port Clyde Kayaks

Tim Pridham

Phebe Quattrucci

Margaret & Terry Quinian

Red’s Eats

Ladonna Readmond

Rigid Fishing

Will Roese

Bonnie Rogers

Donna Rogers

Jan Salas

Molly Samuels

Shenanigan’s by Sam

Marshall Shepard

Joshua Scherz

Jim Smith

Carl Steiniger

Roger Stephenson

Paula Stover

Susan Tananbaum & Joe Frazer

Marquita Temple

The Community Gourmet

William Thurlow

Gary Tylinksi

Mary Lou Weaver

Michael Weisman

Mary Wells

Richard & Aileen Wenzel

Travis Widdecomb

Richard & Erika Willard

Donald Wright

Bruce & Theresa Young

Gifts in Honor Of:

David & Mary Black
Susan Lane

Laurin Brooks
Michael Bowser

Cranberry Isles Co-op
Emily & Ron Axelrod

Tim Dyer
Larry Coombs

The Joy Family
Bruce Erwin Johnson

Chris & Carole Page
Coleen Lydon

The Steele Family
Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson

Frances & Bob Williams
Lillian Eby & Jeff Fogelsong

Those that go down to the sea
in their ships
Mark Minton

Gifts in Memoriam:

Ed & Mary Blackmore
Curt & Sally Haskell

Edward Chickering, Sr.
Debbie Kelley

Douglas Cressey

Priscilla & Ralph Masciovecchio
Dana Morin

Michael Weisman

Carol Susan Ferraro
William & Catherine Becker
Ruth Matthews

Andrew Svenson

Gary Tylinski

Judith Wylie

Greg Gamage & Arnie Gamage
Travis Gamage

Donations listed were received by 12/14/23.
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Peter Goldstein

Nicole & Larry Heath

John & Teresa Lynch
William Knuff & Kristine Geils
Kathy Madrazo

Willie Havener
Petrea Allen

Gene Kelley
Donalee Dolan
The Kelley Family

Connor Lazaro
Jason G Hamilton

June Kantz Pemberton
Dana Knudsen

Dave Provencher
The Dairy Corner

Gus Radley
Jason G Hamilton

William “Buzzer” Ropes Il
Wotton’s Lobster Wharf

Charles Rogers, Sr.
Donna Rogers

Carl Simmons, Jr.
Diane Cowan

Evelynne Small
Kathye Small

Dale Torrey, Sr.

Georgia Armstrong

Tripp Dixon

James & Elaine Herlan
Raymond & Carol Michaud
Christopher & Gail Nelson
Andrew Ray & Sara Buchen-Ray
Mary Lou Weaver

Winter Harbor Co-Op

Mason Warren

Fraternal Order of Eagles:
Ladies Aux. Social Fund

Susan Young
E Richard Young

Thank you for standing with the MLA
as we fight for YOUR future.

My Info:

Name:

Business Name:

please use my business name in my listing

Address:

City:

Phone:

State:

Email:

In Memory of:

Zip:

Sweatshirt Size:

Your support keeps us fighting for YOU and your family.

MLA, 2 Storer St, Suite 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043
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DMR AQUACULTURE LEASE APPLICATION STATUS
AS OF 12/15/23

Experimental Lease Applications: Terms Up to 3 Years, Size to 4 Acres, Non-Renewable

Blue Hill Quinby, Kipp E side N of Carlton Isl narrows, Blue Hill Salt Pond | 3.9 acres | Shellfish/Algae | 3 yrs | App recd 9/1/23; comments due 10/7/23
Bremen Davidson, Colby E of Hog Island, Muscongus Bay 4 acres Marine Algae | 3yrs | Lease Granted December 11, 2023

Bremen Davidson, Colby E of Hog Island, Muscongus Bay 3.89 acres | Marine Algae |3 yrs | App2 recd 9/27/22; site report published
Bremen Genthner, Gary Jr. E of Cow Island, Muscongus Bay 3.99 acres | Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 9/14/23; comments due 10/14/23
Bremen Harvey, Shannon Southeast of Cow Isl, Muscongus Bay 4 acres Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 9/1/23; comments due 10/7/23
Bristol Unicorn Oyster E of Perkins Point, Damariscotta Rvr 3.9 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 11/17/22; site visit completed
Brunswick Green, Christopher The Reach 2.71 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 11/18/22; site visit completed
Chebeague Isl | Chebeague Island Oyster Co. SW corner Chandlers Cove, Casco Bay 2.4 acres | Shellfish 3rs App recd 3/21/23; comments due 4/22/23
Chebeague Isl | Jordan, John W side of Gr Chebeague Isl, SW of Division Pt 4 acres Marine Algae |3yrs | App recd 9/21/23; comments due 10/21/23
Chebeague Isl | Jordan, John Jr. W of Great Chebeague Isl, SW of Seal Ledge 3.98 acres | Marine Algae |3 yrs | App recd 9/21/23; comments due 10/21/23
Chebeague Isl | Robinson, Gordon E of Great Chebeague Isl, Casco Bay 4 acres Marine Algae | 3yrs | Apps 1&2 recd 10/3/23; comments due 11/4/23
Cumberland | Nappi, Brent East of Sturdivant Is], Casco Bay 4 acres Marine Algae |3 yrs | App recd 4/11/22; site report published
Damariscotta | Black Stone Point Oysters LLC | E of Blackstone Pt, Great Salt Bay 3.45acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 5/9/23; comments due 6/10/23
Deer Isle Salt of the Earth Seafarm LLC | E of Barred Isle, Penobscot Bay 3.95acres | Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 6/15/23; comments due 7/15/23
Edgecomb Glidden Point Oyster Co. SW of Dodge Pt, Damariscotta River 3.97 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 12/1/22; site visit completed
Falmouth Martin, Thomas E of Brothers Islands, Casco Bay 0.15 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | Lease Granted 10/16/23

Falmouth Nappi, Brent S of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay 4 acres Marine Algae |3yrs | App recd 4/11/22; site report published
Freeport DiMauro, Levi W of Little French Isl, Casco Bay 3.92 acres | Marine Algae |3yrs | App recd 1/10/23; site visit completed
Freeport Love Point Oysters LLC East of Pettingill Island, Maquoit Bay 3.99 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 6/1/23; site visit completed
Freeport Ryan, Stuart SW side of Williams Isl, Casco Bay 2.4 acres | Shellfish/Algae | 3yrs | Pub. Hearing 1/10/24 1pm Freeport Town Office
Frenchboro | Starburst Enterprises, Inc. Blue Hill Bay, Eastern Cove, Rich’'s Head 39acres | Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 12/7/23; comments due 1/6/24
Friendship Cutts, Joe E end of Friendship Long Isl, Meduncook Rvr 2.2 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 12/13/22; site visit completed
Harpswell Dutton, Terry N-NE of Flash Island, Ridley Cove 3.99 acres | Marine Algae |3yrs | App recd 6/22/23; comments due 7/23/23
Harpswell Weeks, Benjamin E/Dingley Isl, SE/Long Isl, New Meadows Rvr 4 acres Marine Algae |3yrs | Apps 1&2 recd 5/23/23; comments due 6/25/23
Harpswell Wilson, David Wilson Cove, Middle Bay 4 acres Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 5/2/22; site visit completed
Harpswell Wilson, David SE of Doughty Pt, Long Reach 4 acres Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 4/12/22; site visit completed
Isleboro Grindle, Kimberly Turtle Head Dove, Penobscot Bay 4 acres Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 1/31/23; site visit completed
Isleboro Lindelof, Jett E of Job Isl, Penobscot Bay 4 acres Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 3/21/23; site visit completed
Isleboro Lindelof, Lake W of Middle Isl, Penobscot Bay 4 acres Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 3/21/23; site visit completed
Lincolnville | Heal, Nicholas East Ducktrap Harbor 3.99 acres | Marine Algae |3yrs | App 1 recd 6/29/23; comments due 7/29/23
Long Island | Great Ledge Cove Seafood LLC | W of Lil Chebeague Isl, Casco Bay 4 acres Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 6/20/23; comments due 7/22/23
Long Island | Shearwater Ventures LLC NW of Lil Chebeague Isl, Casco Bay 3.86 acres | Marine Algae |3 yrs | App recd 3/21/23; site visit completed
Northport Heal, Nicholas East Ducktrap Harbor 3.99 acres | Marine Algae |3 yrs | App 2 recd 6/29/23; comments due 7/29/23
Portland Restorative Aquaculture LLC WSW of Mackworth Isl, Casco Bay 3.38 acres | Shellfish/Algae | 3yrs | App recd 2/18/22; site report published
Searsport FV 11th Hour, Inc. SW of Sears Isl, Penobscot Bay 3.94 acres | Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 3/21/23; site visit completed
Searsport Nichols Fisheries S of Sears Isl, Penobscot Bay 3.94 acres | Marine Algae |3 yrs | App recd 1/17/23; site visit completed
South Bristol | Glidden Point Oyster Co. W of Prentiss Isl, Damariscotta River 3.99 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App re-recd 2/28/23; site visit completed
South Bristol | Nor’Easter Oyster Co. Mid. Branch, NE of Peabow/W of Foster, Johns Rvr | 3.32 acres | Shellfish 3 yrs App recd 7/18/23; comments due 8/19/23
South Bristol | Norumbega Oyster Inc. Eastern Shore S of Merry Isl, Damariscotta Rvr 2.78 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 2/28/23; site visit completed

St. George Albatross Fisheries W of Caldwell Island, end of St. George River 4 acres Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 7/13/23; site visit completed

St. George Miller, Hyvarinen, Philbrook NW of Seavey Ledges, Penobscot Bay 3.99 acres | Marine Algae |3 yrs | App recd 6/1/23; comments due 7/1/23

St. George Miss Madisyn W of Caldwell Isl, end of St. George Rvr 4 acres Marine Algae |3yrs | App recd 10/10/23; comments due 11/11/23
St. George Schroeder, Jeffrey Turkey Cove, St. George River .9 acres Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 2/23/23; site visit completed

St. George Schroeder, Jeffrey Turkey Cove, St. George River 2 acres Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 6/1/23; site visit completed

St. George Tarbox, Brian NW of Norton Isl, Wheeler Bay 3.99 acres | Marine Algae |3 yrs | App recd 6/22/23; comments due 7/22/23
Steuben Pinkham, Randy E of Chair Pond Head, Pegeon Hill Bay 3.99 acres | Marine Algae |3 yrs | Apps 1&2 recd 3/28/23; comments due 4/29/22
Steuben Sokoloski, Victor E of Chair Pond Head, Pegeon Hill Bay 3.99 acres | Marine Algae |[3yrs | Apps 1&2 recd 3/28/23; comments due 4/29/22
Stonington Greenhead Lobster LLC Penobscot Bay 3.5acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 10/12/23; comments due 11/11/23
Stonington Greenhead Lobster LLC Between East Penobscot Bay and Jericho Bay 4 acres Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 10/12/23; comments due 11/11/23
Waldoboro Bennett, T & Simmons, A N of Haystack Island, Medomak River 2.52 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 3/3/22; site report published
Walpole Dodge Cove Marine Farm N of Glidden Ldg, W of Fitch Cv, Damariscotta Rvr | 1.9 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 3/21/23; site visit completed
Yarmouth Gerber, Caitlin SE of Moshier Island, Casco Bay 4 acres Marine Algae | 3yrs | App recd 8/25/22; site visit completed
Yarmouth & | Dirigo Marine Resources NE of Moshier Island, Casco Bay, Yarmouth & 3.9acres | Marine Algae |3 yrs | App recd 8/4/22; site report published
Freeport

York So ME Sustainable Shellfish W of Sewall’s Bridge, York Rvr 0.97 acres | Shellfish 3yrs | App recd 3/21/22; site visit completed

Scoping

Session

Understand the process! You can make a difference!

Application
Submitted

Public
Comments

Public
Hearing

DMR
Decision
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Standard Lease Applications: Terms Up to 20 Years, Size to 100 Acres, Renewable

Bar Harbor Pemaquid Mussel Farms LLC | Mt Desert narrows, E of Googins Ledge 32 acres Shellfish 20 yrs | Lease Granted 8/31/23
Bay Harbor Acadia Aqua Farms LLC SW of Googins Ledge, Frenchman Bay 48 acres Shellfish 20 yrs | Hearing completed 3/28/22
Beals Downeast Institute Near Mud Hole Pt/Eastern Bay, Mud Hold Cove | 3.95 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | Scoping Session 12/6/23 6pm Downeast Institute
Beals The Flying Place LLC W of Beals-Great Wass Cswy, Flying Place Pound | 5.57 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 3/21/23; site review TBD
Boothbay Harbor | Yentsch, Carlton W of Samoset Rd, Bottle Cove 1.12 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 10/27/22; site visit completed
Brunswick Ferda Farms LLC E of Lower Coombs Isl, New Meadows Rvr 2.33 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 2/28/22; site visit completed
Chebeague Isl Great Ledge Cove Seafood LLC | NE Lil Chebeague Isl, Wstrn Chandlers Cv | 6.85 acres | Marine Algae | 20 yrs | Public Hearing 8/15/23 1:30pm Chebeague Island Hall
Chebeague Isl Hunt, Stewart N/NE of Seal Ledge, Casco Bay 13.75 acres | Shellfish/Algae | 20 yrs | Lease Granted 9/2/23
Chebeague Isl Linda Kate Kelp LLC SW of Basket Isl, Casco Bay 16 acres Marine Algae | 20 yrs | Scoping session 11/17/23 3pm Chebeague Island Hall
Damariscotta Mook Sea Farms Inc. Days Cove, Damariscotta Rvr 4 acres Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 11/8/22; site visit completed
Deer Isle Barrows, Abigail South of Big Hay Isl, Pickering Cove 4.24 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 7/26/22; site visit completed
Deer Isle Deep Blue Aquaculture LLC | W of Hog Island, Eastern Penobscot Bay 41.2 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 4/4/23; site review TBD
Deer Isle Melvin, Allison & Klein, Jesse | Between Oak Pt & Campbell Isl, Fish Creek | 4.74 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 11/21/23; site review TBD
Edgecomb Glidden Point Oyster Co. Damariscotta River .2 acres Shellfish 20 yrs | Scoping session 7/27/23 3pm Edgecomb Town Hall
Freeport Coffin, Bailey W of Sow & Pigs Isl, Casco Bay 6.84 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | Public Hearing 5/23/23 1pm Freeport Town Hall
Freeport Sparta, Kenneth Curtis W of Crab Isl, Casco Bay 8.25acres | Shellfish/Algae | 20 yrs | App recd 3/25/22; site visit completed
Georgetown Gaffney, Michael & Mark N of Lil Phoebe Isl, Robinhood Cove 7 acres Shellfish 20 yrs | Public Hearing 11/15/23 1pm Georgetown Comm Ctr
Hancock Taunton Bay Oyster Co, Inc. | South of Burying Island, Taunton Bay 7.46 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 10/26/23; site review TBD
Harpswell Butterfield, Keith SW of Lower Goose Isl, Casco Bay 25 acres Shellfish 20 yrs | Scoping session 1/14/22 4pm Harpswell Town Hall
Harpswell Goose Island Oysters LLC W of Upper Goose Isl, Middle Bay 10.4 acres | Shellfish/Algae | 20 yrs | App recd 1/31/23; site visit completed
Harpswell Love Point Oysters LLC Middle Bay, SW of Upper Goose Isl 3.20 acres | Shellfish/Algae | 20 yrs | App recd 2/11/22; site visit completed
Harpswell Quahog Bay Conservancy E of Snow Island, Quahog Bay 1.36 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 5/18/23; site review TBD
Harpswell Restorative Aquaculture LLC | E of Scrag Island, Middle Bay 9.89 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | Application Withdrawn
Harpswell Wilson Cove Oysters LLC Wilson Cove, Middle Bay 3.21 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 8/22/22; site visit completed
Long Island Great Ledge Cove Seafood LLC S Lil Chebeague Isl, NW Chann. Rocks, Casco Bay | 9.03 acres | Marine Algae | 20 yrs | App recd 4/9/23, site review TBD
Long Island Ocean’s Balance West of Cow Isl Ledge, Casco Bay 4 acres Marine Algae | 20 yrs | App recd 12/1/22; site visit completed
Long Island Summit Point LLC N of Cow Isl, Casco Bay 6.4 acres | Marine Algae | 20 yrs | App recd 3/29/23; site review TBD
Newcastle Dodge Cove Marine Farm SE of Dodge Pt, Damariscotta River 12.26 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | Lease Granted 9/18/23
Newcastle FareWell LLC Upper Dodge Cove, Damariscotta River 3.6acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | Scoping Session 11/4/23 10am Newcastle Fire Station
Newcastle George Faux, Inc. S of Great Salt Bay, Upper Damariscotta Rvr | 1.8 acres Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 2/15/22; site visit completed
Newcastle Maine Oyster Inc. E & S of Lehman Isl, Upper Sheepscot Rvr 10 acres Shellfish 20 yrs | Lease Granted 8/31/23
Newcastle Norumbega Oyster Inc. E of Upper Dodge Pt, Damariscotta Rvr 6 acres Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 9/9/22; site visit completed
North Haven Maine Island Aquaculture LLC SW of Hog Isl, Marsh Cove 15 acres Shellfish/Algae | 20 yrs | Pub.Hearing 4/4/23 North Haven Comm Bldg
Phippsburg Clam Hunter Seafood (T Watson) | North end of Morse Rvr, Spirit Pond 2.52 acres | Shellfish 10 yrs | Scoping session 9/14/22 6pm Phippsburg Library
Phippsburg Clam Hunter Seafood (T Watson) | W of Parker Head, Kennebec Rvr, Mill Pond | .96 acres Shellfish 10 yrs | Scoping session 9/14/22 6pm Phippsburg Library
Phippsburg Hermit Island Oyster Co. LLC | Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hbr, New Meadows Rvr | 2.51 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | Lease Granted 11/27/23
Phippsburg Hermit Island Oyster Co. LLC | The Branch, New Meadows River 0.62 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | Lease Granted 11/27/23
Scarborough Saltwind Seafarm LLC, W of Nonesuch Point Scarborough River 2.31 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 7/11/23; site review TBD
Matthew Hassler
South Bristol Dewey’s Shellfish LLC NW of Peters Island, Damariscotta River 0.58 acre | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 8/16/21; site visit completed
South Bristol Heron Island Oyster Co. Fitch Cv @ Glidden Ldg, E side Damr Rvr 1 acre Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 10/4/21; site visit completed
Southport Brewer, Jodi & N of Dot’s Isl, Sheepscot Rvr, Ebenecook Hbr | 1.37 acres | Marine Algae | 20 yrs | App recd 6/6/23; site visit completed
Morning Star Fisheries
St. George Albatross Fisheries Deep Cove, W of Port Clyde, St. George River 4.41 acres | Marine Algae | 20 yrs | App recd 3/21/23; site visit completed
St. George Balano, JW & McCoy, MR Harrington Cove, Wheeler’s Bay 1.98 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 7/26/22; site review TBD
St. George Cotton, J; Thomas, S; End of St. George Rvr, Deep Cove, W of Pt Clyde | 5.74 acres | Marine Algae | 20 yrs | Scoping session 6/5/23 3pm St George Town Office
Devil's Apron Sea Farm
St. George Miller, Keith SE of Elwell Is], Rackliff Bay, Penobscot Bay | 11 acres Marine Algae |20 yrs | App recd 8/2/23; site review TBD
St. George Miller, Keith & Ryan SE of Elwell Isl, Wheeler Bay 12.8 acres | Marine Algae |20 yrs | Scoping session 9/19/23 7pm St. George Town Office
St. George Miller, Keith & Ryan West of Norton Isl, Rackliff Bay 11.1acres | Marine Algae | 20 yrs | Scoping session 9/19/23 7pm St. George Town Office
St. George Miss Madisyn LLC Deep Cove, W of Pt Clyde, End of St. George Rvr | 4.44 acres | Marine Algae | 20 yrs | App recd 5/30/23; site visit completed
Steuben Francis, Arnold E of Birch Point, Dyer Bay 291 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 8/18/22; site visit completed
Steuben Francis, Arnold Smelt Brook, Dyer Bay 3.56 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 8/18/22; site visit completed
Stonington Brewer, Robert SW of Andrews Isl, Penobscot Bay 326 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | Lease Granted 12/1/23
Swan’s Island Joyce, Jason & Joshua Mill Pond, Burnt Coat Harbor 9.95 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | Scoping session 1/23/23 Swan’s Island Town Office
Unorg. Terr. Baines, Robert & Cole W Penob. Bay, W of Hewitt Isl, S of Clam Ledges | 7.33 acres | Marine Algae |20 yrs | Public Hearing 11/9/23 1pm Thomaston Town Office
Yarmouth Butterfield, Keith SE of Little Moshier Isl, Casco Bay 2.72 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | Lease Granted 12/7/23
Yarmouth Henninger, Thomas Little John Isl, Casco Bay 6.37 acres | Shellfish 20 yrs | App recd 4/4/23; site review TBD
Yarmouth Summit Point LLC S of the Nubbin, Casco Bay 9.3acres | Marine Algae | 20 yrs | App recd 3/29/23; site review TBD

For an interactive source of pending lease applications,
please see DMR’s table of Pending Aquaculture Lease Applications, where you can find maps and documentation.

Go to: www.maine.gov/dmr/ and from the Aquaculture dropdown menu, select
Maine Aquaculture Leases and LPAs, then Pending Lease Applications.

Scoping Session and Hearing information can also be found on the calendar at www.mainelobstermen.org/events
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TO YOUR HEALTH:

By Sally Hamm, MD, MPH and Ann Backus, MS, Harvard Chan School of
Public Health

It’s late. So late. You'e tired. So tired. You should be asleep by now. What time is
it anyway? It seems like you've been lying here for hours. You check your phone,
mutter something not suitable for polite company under your breath. You
know you need to sleep or you'll feel like you were run over by a boat when
the alarm goes off in just a few hours. You're strong. Youre sturdy. Youre used
to pushing yourself to do things you don’t want to do. You'e so tired it hurts,
but you just can't force yourself to sleep. The frustration is building, and you
keep running through your mind all the things you'll have to do tomorrow, all
the people who are counting on you to be on your game. Maybe you get up and
walk around. You look around for anything that might help. You realize that in
the morning it’ll take a lot of caffeine to cover up this drag, and then you'll be
buzzed and tired. You have Insomnia.

Unfortunately, youre not alone. Globally, one-third to two-thirds of adults
struggle with insomnia symptoms, and 10-15% are so severe that they qualify
for an insomnia disorder. In a recent study of commercial fishermen in Alaska,
Oregon, and Massachusetts by the Northeast Center for Occupational Safety
and Health, nearly one in three of the 262 fishermen who responded to the
study surveys said they have trouble going to sleep and nearly half of the fisher-
men who responded said they have trouble staying asleep.

Insomnia can be caused by pain, stress, or a poor sleeping environment. It can
also be a symptom of medical conditions like high blood pressure, diabetes,
heart failure, or COPD, or mental health struggles like depression, anxiety, or
PTSD. It can be a side effect of certain medications and of alcohol use. The
insomnia based on these causes is called secondary insomnia. The insomnia
that just comes out of the blue without any of those causes is called primary
insomnia. Having a family history of insomnia can also increase your risk, as
can social isolation.

-Ask For

Electric Clutches

SHAFT OR V-BELT DRIVEN MARINE CLUTCHES

Adaptable, Dependable...
Easy to Install & Maintain

75 to 2000 lbs. ft
12 or 24 VDC power supply
* Zinc plated - meets ASTM
B-117 salt spray test
* SAE pump mount options available

PITTS Master Distributor:

@ Coastal Hydraulics,Inc.

603-474-1914  sales@coastalhyd.com
e WWW.COastalhyd.com e 28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH

000
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Refrigerate Mel

Sales, Service, Maintenance and Installation of:

Walk-In Coolers/Freezers © Lobster Chillers & Tanks
Bait Coolers/Freszers © Ice Machines & Equipment ® Process Refrigeration

o %
# Applied .

Services

(207) 893-0145

Registered Efficiency
Maine Contractor

EMERGENCY
SERVICE
AVAILABLE

www.appliedrefrigeration.com

Commercial, Industricl
Serving all of New England
Licensed, Insured, Cerified

Dealing with insomnia

The Do’s and Don’ts of Sleep Hygiene
Do Don’t

Consume caffeine within 6 hours of
sleep, or drink more than roughly 3, 8
oz cups of brewed coffee a day.

Make it dark with black-out curtains or
shades.

Drink alcohol within 4 hours of
bedtime, and/ or drink more than 2
standard drinks per day.

Adjust heaters, layers, and blankets to
around 65°F where the body sleeps best.

Take a break from electronics 30 minutes | Exercise aggressively within 4 hours

before bedtime. of sleep.

When possible, keep a consistent bedtime. | Eat heavy or spicey foods within 2

hours of bedtime.

Lower the sound. You can’t always control | Watch TV or scroll through your

the noise around you, but a pair of noise- phone in bed.
cancelling headphones, or even ear plugs,
can reduce the variability, which alerts

your mind to pay attention.

When possible, keep a consistent bedtime.
Even if the bedtime has to vary day to day,
keep a consistent bedtime routine to signal
to your body and brain it’s time to wind
down.

Toss and turn. If you can't fall asleep
after 20 minutes in bed, get up, move
to somewhere else with low light, and
do something boring without a screen
until your mind is settled enough

to try again. Don't teach your brain
to associate lying in bed with being
frustrated.

Both reduced sleep quantity and quality can lead to compromised daytime
function including fatigue, difficulty focusing, mood problems, irritability or
aggression, impulsivity, reduced motivation, and increased errors and acci-
dents. Long-term, insomnia increases the risk for high blood pressure, heart
attacks, strokes, diabetes, obesity, depression, anxiety, erectile dysfunction,
chronic pain, and addiction.

Insomnia can also be a vicious cycle. Lying awake in bed wanting to sleep but not
being able to sleep is frustrating. Frustration activates stress hormones and alert-
ness centers in the brain, and a stimulated mind and body has trouble falling asleep.
Sometimes the solutions you try can make it worse. Looking at a screen, to scroll or
even just to check the time, causes your eyes to send signals to your brain to turn
off the melatonin your body produces that, in turn, would normally lead to sleep.

Alcohol might knock you out, but it interferes with sleep quality and makes the
morning symptoms that much worse. Modern sleep medications can have a
short-term benefit, but when you use them more than a couple of weeks, you
can develop a psychological dependence that makes it hard to sleep without
them. Taking caffeine to compensate for inadequate sleep can also create a
dependence on caffeine. Taking it too late in the day can interfere with the next
night’s sleep. Tobacco might calm your nerves in the moment, but nicotine is
also a stimulant that interferes with sleep.

So, what can be done to help? If youre struggling with insomnia, it's worth tak-
ing an extra visit to the doctor just for that, because insomnia can be the first or
most noticeable symptom of some other medical or mental condition.

In the meantime, set your sleep up for success with something called Sleep
Hygiene. You spend up to a third of your life in your sleeping space, so invest in
ways to make your room or bunk conducive to sleep.

Given that insomnia can be a symptom of some serious medical conditions, if
practicing good sleep hygiene as outlined above does not help it may be time to
seek the care of a healthcare professional. And because reduced quantity and qual-
ity of sleep can result in cognitive impairment and poor-decision-making, insom-
nia is not only a health issue but a safety issue as well for commercial fishermen.

New England Propeller

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers

Shafting

Drive
Hale MRI
Savers 3D Computerized
Scanning and

Top 10 Distributor
for Federal Flexible

Michigan Wheel Couplings Dynamic Balancing
* Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets * Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
* Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads Godfzrtiar)‘/;gamp USCG Specs.
+ Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan Buck-Algonquin ¢ Duramax-Cutless Bearings
+ Aluminum & Stainless Outboard St?l:f(i’:eg s * Sierra Engine Parts
&1.0. Propellers 9 * PSS Mechanical Seals
Check out our shipping rates!!! 2 Days to Alaska. Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 ¢ 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com ¢ E-mail: neprop@aol.com
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ROAD MAP TO MAINE'S SEAFOOD FUTURE RELEASED THIS MONTH

By Melissa Waterman

For anyone running their own business, it takes a lot of effort to peer up from
day-to-day concerns and take alook around at the wider world. Those involved
in Maine’s expanding aquaculture sector or those working at sea fishing for
lobster, scallops, and other commercial species might not think that they have
anything in common.

But that commonality is exactly what SEAMaine (Seafood Economic
Accelerator Maine) highlights. “The goal is to make connections among all the
arms of Maine’s seafood industry, to find areas where we all share common
ground,” explained Sara Rademaker, founder and president of American Unagi
in Waldoboro and SEAMaine co-chair. SEAMaine is funded by a 2020 grant from
the US. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration
with additional funding from the Maine Technology Institute and FocusMaine.

According to a SEAMaine report, Maine's seafood sector contributed over $3.2
billion in total economic output to the Maine economy in 2019. Retail sea-
food ($692 million), lobster harvesting ($511 million), and seafood processing
($343 million) were the largest industries contributing to total economic out-
put. Maine’s seafood businesses supported over 33,300 jobs statewide in 2019.
Harvesting, including lobster, non-lobster species, and aquaculture, is the larg-
est employing segment of the seafood sector, supporting over 12,700 jobs, fol-
lowed by retail seafood outlets, including restaurants (8,550).

Seafood is clearly an important element in Maine’s economic landscape, but a
very diverse one. Links among businesses seemed few and far between.

“We had been meeting together earlier to discuss ways that we could do better
together,” Keri Kaczor, Maine Sea Grant Environmental Literacy and Workforce
Development program leader and co-chair of SEAMaine workforce develop-
ment subcommittee. “It was fireworks, there are so many brilliant innovative
people who want to share their experiences and knowledge.”

With the EDA funding, the loose group organized itself around a specific goal:
to devise a road map for Maine’s seafood industry designed to help the sector
thrive in a future full of economic and environmental uncertainties.

The connection between those who catch marine species in the wild and aq-
uaculturists who farm marine species was not always clear. “Fishermen have
a concern for stability and economic viability as the environment or econo-
my changes,” Rademaker noted. “Aquaculturists try to control and to manage

things.” And yet the two facets of Maine’s seafood industry found that they
share common issues, such as having adequate cold storage capacity in the
state or having modern transportation systems in place to move their products
to market. “The seafood industry in Maine is broad and this work has done a
good job of opening lines of communication. There are common areas that will
help all of us”

The first thing SEAMaine set out to do was to organize itself into five subcom-
mittees and begin collecting data. “The question we asked was ‘what do we all
need?” Rademaker said. There was a lot of ground to cover: workforce needs,
market opportunities, transportation issues, economic projections, and more.
For the next three years during the Covid pandemic, SEAMaine produced a
series of reports that describe Maine’s current seafood industry, its economic
impact, and its future opportunities and obstacles.

While gathering reams of data, SEAMaine also started a mini-grant program
for already existing seafood businesses and organizations. Maine Maritime
Academy, for instance, received funds toward developing a Mariculture train-
ing certificate, specifically creation of training modules for the Academy’s
Center for Professional Mariner Development in Bucksport. The SEAMaine
workforce development subcommittee created online toolboxes and videos for
businesses to assist them in bringing new people into the state’s seafood indus-
try. “We wanted to change the narrative about seafood and seafood process-
ing” Kaczor said. “Processing, for example, involves new technologies. There're
opportunities for different training pathways and career advancement.”

On January 17 at Atlantic Sea Farms in Biddeford, SEAMaine will release its
Road Map for the Maine Seafood Industry. The Road Map will lay out steps that
private businesses and public agencies can take to improve workforce develop-
ment, economic growth, and resiliency within the seafood sector. Its creators
see the Road Map as a document available to all describing what the Maine
seafood sector is today and what it could be in the future.

“It’s been a big ambitious endeavor. There’s a whole lot of value to the seafood
industry through the connections that have been made in this process. It dem-
onstrates the shared values of the industry; said Rademaker.

“Anyone can point to it and reference it to support their own initiatives,” Kaczor
said. “I'm really excited about making it a reality.” For more information and to
read SEAMaine’s reports, go to https://www.seamaine.org.

SEA Rose TrRar CoOMPANY
9 Digital Drive
Biddeford, ME 04005

Lobster traps and supplies

« Trap kits, cages and finished traps

« Heads cut, strung, and hooped

» Stocking Cavatorta Seaplax Italian wire

« Stocking Fitec and Broad Creek twine in #21,
#24, and #27 thread

« Stocking Seamaster products including buoys,
ERGOs, weighted runners, and more.

Small enough to care; big enough to deliver
Family-owned business since 1993

Shop: 207-730-5531
Adam: 207-730-1651
Don: 207-730-2063
Eric: 207-653-6195

Email: searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com

(207) 223-8846
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NEFMC SETS GROUNDFISH CATCH LIMITS

The New England Fishery Management Council set groundfish catch limits for
the 2024 Northeast fishing year at its December meeting in Newport, R.I. The
2024 total allowable catch for
U.S. boats will include 151 met-
ric tons of Eastern Georges Bank
cod, an 11.9% increase from the
2023 fishing year. There will be
3,100 metric tons available for
Eastern Georges Bank haddock,
a 104% increase from last year;
and 71 metric tons for Georges
Bank yellowtail flounder, a de-

crease of 33% . The U.S. commer-
cial groundfish sub-annual catch

limit for Georges Bank haddock
was set for 6,570.9 metric tons, a 41 percent% from the previous year. For
Georges Bank yellowtail flounder, the sub-ACL will go down 33% to 56.1 tons.
The Framework 66 adjustment revisits the Gulf of Maine haddock quota, set-
ting the 2024 catch limit to 1,435.1 metric tons. That is down 9% from 1,559
tons allocated during 2023; that number that was a boost from the original
Gulf of Maine limit of 1,208 tons.

NEW BILL COULD AID FISHERMEN'S SAFETY

A federal program that protects the health and wellbeing of commercial fisher-
men should be expanded to include substance use disorder and worker fatigue,
a group of lawmakers from New England and Alaska said. The lawmakers want
to expand the Commercial Fishing Occupational Safety Research and Training
Program. The program is designed to help the nation’s fishermen remain safe
despite the hazardous conditions they face at sea. Republican Senator Susan
Collins, who is one of the lawmakers pushing for the change, said expanding

the program would help fishermen access more safety training and mental
health resources. The lawmakers’ proposed changes would increase the pro-
gram’s annual funding from $6 million to $12 million and remove a cost-share
requirement.

ON-BOARD FISHERY MONITORS CASE BEFORE SUPREME COURT IN
JANUARY

The Supreme Court will hear arguments in January in Loper Bright Enterprises
v. Raimondo. The case challenges a federal rule that requires the fishermen to
pay for the cost of fisheries observers on their vessels who monitor compli-
ance with fishery management rules. It is anticipated that the Supreme Court
justices will consider a broader question: whether to overrule or limit a 1984
decision in Chevron v. Natural Resources Defense Council. In that decision, the
court held that when a federal statute is ambiguous, courts should defer to an
agency's interpretation of that law if it is reasonable. The Chevron case now is
a cornerstone of administrative law. The decision shifted power from Congress
and the courts to agencies, and it is unpopular among businesses.

NO ADVERSE IMPACTS TO MARINE MAMMALS FROM OFFSHORE
WIND PROJECT, SAYS NOAA

NOAA issued a biological opinion in late December that found a New Jersey
offshore wind project which has already received preliminary approval from
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management is likely to “adversely affect” whales
and other marine mammals, but that its construction, operation and eventual
dismantling will not seriously harm or kill them. The Atlantic Shores project is
not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any species of endangered
whales, sea turtles, or fish. The ruling is nearly identical to one the agency is-
sued in April for the now-canceled Ocean Wind I and II projects, which would
have been built in the same general area.

Scan our QR code to find out
more about NEFSA.

NEW ENGLAND FISHERMEN’'S STEWARDSHIP ASSOCIATION

The New England Fishermen’s Stewardship Association is an alliance of the
wild harvesters of the waters off of New England, dedicated to educating
the public about how best to manage our seafood resources through sound
science and best practices of conservation used by fishermen, with a view
toward economic well-being, ecosystem sustainability, and U.S. food security.
www.nefishermen.org

For groundfish, long line, gill net,

dragging contact:

Jerry Leeman Ill, NEFSA Founder & CEO

herring seining, scallop and other

jerryleeman@fishermenstewardship.org

207-615-6483

For lobster, crab, clam/
worm, elver fisheries and
menhaden seining contact:

Dustin W. Delano, Chief
Operating Officer
coo@fishermenstewardship.org
207-615-6352
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Coents Calendar

( More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org >

January 2
Maine Fishermen's Forum registration opens at
www.mainefishermensforum.org.

January 10
Aquaculture Public Hearing - Stuart Ryan, 1
p-m., Freeport Town Office.

January 17
Aquaculture Advisory Council meeting, 10 a.m.-
noon, DMR Office Building or via Teams.

January 18-19
U.S.-Canada Lobster Town Meeting, Crowne
Plaza, Moncton, New Brunswick.

January 23-25
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
winter meeting, Arlington, VA.

January 30-February 1
New England Fishery Management Council
meeting, Portsmouth, NH.

February 12-13
Sea Grant American Lobster Initiative Regional
Lobster Research and Outreach Summit, Portland.

February 25

2nd Annual Chowder’s On! Community
Luncheon and Fundraiser, Kittery Community
Center. Tickets at www.portsmouthnhtickets.

com/organizations/kittery-community-center.

February 29 - March 2
Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Samoset Resort.
FMI: www.mainefishermensforum.org.

March 21-24

Massachusetts Lobstermen's Association
Annual Weekend, Emerald Resort & Conference
Center, Hyannis, MA.

Tailored Financing Specifically
For Your Marine Needs.

New Boat Construction * Used Boat Loans
Traps & Gear Loans ¢ Refinancing & Repowering

144 US Route One
Scarborough, Maine

MAINE
FINANCIAL GROUP

A Katahdin Trust Company Affifiate

CONTACT: Jim Amabile ¢ 1.800.974.9995

MEMBER FDIC 12Y EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

DONATION JAR YIELDS MORE THAN $1,000
FOR #SAVEMAINELOBSTERMEN

By MLA staff

Who says a little can’t go a long way?

For the past several months, a spare change jar wrapped in a #SaveMaineLobstermen sticker has been
sitting on the counter at Main Street Variety in Northeast Harbor. Every so often, store owner Ben
Lunt would empty the jar, count the change, convert it into dollar bills, and then tuck them away for
safe keeping.

The jar was placed there by local lobsterman Chris Moore, who thought it would be a good way to
collect alittle money to help the industry. Little did he know that that spare change would eventually
add up. Recently, Moore sent a check for $1,044.84 to the MLA's Legal Defense Fund.

When thanked for organizing such a generous donation, Moore quickly turned the praise back
on the MLA, thanking it for the work it has done over the past few years to protect Maine's lob-
stering heritage.

It just goes to show you how a few cents here and there can add up! Do you have a local store that
might be willing to place a spare change jar on its counter and help just like Ben and Chris did? Wed
be happy to send you the sticker!

r

~

Time to make plans to attend the second annual Chowder's On! community luncheon
on Sunday, February 25th in Kittery. The fundraiser benefits the Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance. Last year's event brought out the crowds to enjoy fine chowder,

an auction and raffle. Tickets go on sale January 7 at www.portsmouthnhtickets.
com/organizations/kittery-community-center.

Shop owner Ben Lunt with the $1,000 jar!

C. Moore photo.

L J

HY-LINER CHASE LEAVITT & CO.

l{ () l) ]‘: (j () Nl l) j‘ N ‘7 Marine Safety ¢ Consulting Since 1854

~EPIRBs, Survival Suits, Life Jackets
~Inspections and Battery Replacement Center

~The Chart Room: Paper Charts, Chart Kits, Books,
Navigational Tools, Courtesy Flags and more

SINK
ROPE

FLOAT
ROPE

~Take out service at our new Portland location!
Highest quality ropes made in Maine
SuperSink « SteelLiner ¢ EasyPull « Float Ropes

HY-LINER ROPE COMPANY
ST. GEORGE, MAINE

84 Cove St, Portland 772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd, Ellsworth 667-9390

WWW.CHASELEAVITT.COM
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FISHERY'S PAST CAPTURED AT PENOBSCOT MARINE MUSEUM

Photographs tell a story. The history of the Maine
lobster fishery and the many other commercial
fisheries of the state are captured in collections
of historic photographs carefully curated by the
Penobscot Marine Museum in Searsport. With over
100,000 images digitally available on its website,
one can search easily for the people, boats and har-
bors that have been at the heart of Maine’s fisheries
over the years.

This month Landings features a selection of tradi-
tional lobster boats from the Atlantic Fisherman
and National Fisherman collections. These wooden
Laura Wwas a lobster boat built boats were sturdy but elegant, embodying many
and owned by Freddy Lenfesty of generations of fishermen’s knowledge.
Jonesport, Maine. To search the Penobscot Marine Museum’s digital Oscar Simpson of Criehaven by

photo collections, go to www.penobscotmarinemu- his new 36’ lobster boat, built by
seum.org. Mackinen Boat Shop in S. Thomaston.

The Swan, built by Vinal Beal and
his son Osmond in 1954, runs up
Moosabec Reach. LOA: 33'; Lobsters being put into cars at Guy Carroll Alley of Prospect Harbor

beam 9'. Francis's lobster pound in Corea. gives his 32' lobster boat Elsa Louise
an overhaul and paint job.

Out there, confidence in performance, reliability and operating
economy are the only things that count. With this in mind, we
created the Scania marine solution: An array of flexible options

including ratings, equipment, instrumentation and transmissions.

Whatever your specification, we will provide you with the optimal

Scania marine solution.

Power at work, every inch of the way.

www.mackboring.com - 800-MACK-ENG
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