By MLA staff

Two powerful storms devastated the
coast of Maine in January. The first, on
January 10, blew from the southeast,
bringing rain, melting snow and storm
surges close to high tide. The second, on
January 13, produced fierce winds and
storm surge coinciding with the astro-
nomical high tide, enveloping wharfs,
docks, commercial and residential
buildings from Kittery to Eastport.

The magnitude of damage is hard
to fathom. Whether it was massive
amounts of sand and stone moved from
a southern Maine beach into adjacent
roads and homes or stacks of traps
and gear lifted and mangled by the un-
precedented high tide, scarcely a prop-
erty along the Maine coast escaped un-
touched.

At Bunker’s Harbor, a small building
at the end of a wharf used as an office
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Greenhead Lobster in Stonington flooded badly in each storm in
January. Photo by Allison Nelson.
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space was swept away by the ocean
and landed ashore a quarter mile
away. In Stonington the second storm
created a storm surge four feet higher
than the predicted tide, flooding the
town’s fish pier, pulling wharves from
pilings, and flooding nearby homes
and businesses. Docks and buildings
on BaileyIsland in Harpswell suffered
heavy damage. Wharves in many har-
bors remain standing but beneath
are structurally unsound. The cost to
repair the buildings, equipment, and
homes and businesses damaged by
the two consecutive storms will be in
the millions.

Coastal towns and counties spent
the weeks after the storms assess-
ing the destruction and providing
estimated financial damages to the
Maine Emergency Management
Agency (MEMA). MEMA collates the
figures for each storm and sends the

Continued on page 19
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ANOTHER MAJOR LEGAL
VICTORY FOR MAINE
LOBSTERMEN

Photo by B. Wish.

By MLA Staff

On January 29, Judge James Boasberg of the D.C. District Court dis-
missed all claims in a long-running lawsuit filed by environmental
groups (ENGOs) that would have resulted in closures of the Maine
lobster industry. He also vacated multiple interim rulings in the
lawsuit the ENGOs had sought to preserve for future legal fights.

Continued on page 3
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C OA S TA L O U T LO O K Thoughts from MLCA President Amber-Jean Nickel

The back-to-back storms that struck the Maine coast in
January caused immense damage to Maine’s coastal com-
munities. The storms swept away or undermined wharfs,
docks, buildings, and gear from Kittery to Eastport, de-
livering a severe economic shock to the state. Residents
and businesses had until January 31 to detail the extent
of damage to the Maine Emergency Management Agency
(MEMA). As of the time of publication, it remains unclear
what actions the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) will be taking.

The impact of the January storms and the vast work of
rebuilding what has been lost will undoubtedly still be
on the top of many people’s minds when the 49th Maine
Fishermen’s Forum convenes in early March. The three-
day event brings together fishermen, academics, non-
governmental organiza-

concerned by the conversion of other formerly commercial
properties into private residences, complete with gates. He
knew that once a business like the Jonesport Shipyard van-
ished, it wasn't likely to come back. “I bought it to protect
it. For some people a million dollars is nothing. They could
buy it and it all goes away; he said.

In Landings’s continuing series “To Your Health” we explore
the ramifications of alcohol consumption. In addition to
providing the “buzz” of inebriation, alcohol consumption
affects the human body in many negative ways. A healthy
relationship with alcohol looks very different than an un-
healthy one. As the authors noted, “alcohol causes can-
cer, organ failure, accidents, and damaged relationships.
Researchers currently say that no amount of alcohol is
good for a person, but that if you do drink, limit yourself
to two drinks per day for

tions, state and federal
officials and the general
public to learn about the
pressing issues in the
world of New England
fisheries. Along with
seminars on everything
from lobster science to
fishing safety, attendees
can visit the popular
Forum Trade Show with
more than 120 vendors.
The Maine Lobstermen’s
Association will hold its
70th annual meeting at
the Forum, on March 1
at 9 a.m.

The Port Clyde Fishermen's Co-op in 1959. Maine
harbors such as Port Clyde suffered extensive
damage from the January storms. Rebuilding will
be a monumental task. Photo courtesy of Penobscot
Marine Museum.

Fishermen are notori-
ously reluctant to share
information they have
accumulated over the
years about their fish-
ing grounds with federal
fisheries agencies. Yet that knowledge could be valuable in
crafting new whale rules and managing lobster stocks. The
Responsible Offshore Development Association (RODA), a
nonprofit fisheries organization, understands that reluc-
tance. It has created a Fisheries Knowledge Trust, governed
by fishermen, to compile data that is owned and managed
by fishermen. The goal of the Trust is to ensure that fish-
ermen have confidence that their data will remain secure
while ensuring data users that the information is accurate.

Despite its extensive coastline, Maine has a limited
amount of working waterfront along the shore. The threats
to the working waterfront properties still in existence
have grown steadily year by year as more people moved to
Maine during the Covid years and property taxes continue
to increase. So it was good news to learn that the Jonesport
Shipyard in Downeast Maine had been purchased by Jon
Johansen, publisher of Maine Coast News and president of
the Maine Lobster Boat Races Association. Johansen was

aman and one drink per
day for a woman.

Landings welcomes
two new members
of the Department

of Marine Resources
Marine Patrol Bureau.
Callahan Crosby will
serve in the Rockland
and Vinalhaven/
North Haven patrol.
He received a B.S. in
Marine Affairs from
the University of New
England in 2023. August
Campbell will serve as
a Boat Specialist as-
signed to the Patrol
Vessel Dirigo II in
southern Maine. He at-
tended Maine Maritime
Academy and holds a
Coast Guard 100-ton
Master License. Both men will begin work immediately
while they complete a 45-day field training program.

Finally, Judge James Boasberg of the D.C. District Court on
January 29, dismissed all claims in a long-running lawsuit
filed by environmental groups (ENGOs) that would have
resulted in closures of the Maine lobster fishery. He also
vacated multiple interim rulings in the lawsuit the ENGOs
had sought to preserve for future legal fights. This is an-
other major legal victory for Maine lobstermen and one
that would not have been possible without the continued
efforts of the Maine Lobstermen's Association.

We hope you enjoy this issue of Landings and look forward
to your comment.

)
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Legal victory continued from page 1

Maine lobstermen were facing a devastating 90% risk reduction this year, as
a result of the D.C. District Court’s earlier rulings in favor of the ENGOs. The
ENGO case was originally filed in 2018, challenging the 2014 Biological Opinion,
and amended in 2021, challenging the 2021 Biological Opinion.

The Court faulted both Biological Opinions as well as the Final Rule implement-
ed in May 2022. Those rulings cleared the way for NMFS to aggressively pursue
a new Final Rule that would have had
even more punishing measures for the
lobster fishery.

However, lobstermen were spared the
trap reductions, fishery closures, loss
of endlines, and expansion of weak
rope requirements that a new Final
Rule would have imposed as a result of
the Maine Lobstermen’s Association’s
(MLA) historic win on appeal to the D.C.
Circuit Court last June and the passage
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act
(CAA) in December 2022.

In a last-ditch effort to keep their legal
challenges against the lobster fishery
alive following rejection by the appel-
late court, the ENGOs opposed the ef-
forts by NMFS, MLA, Maine Department
of Marine Resources (DMR) and other
intervenors to dismiss the ENGOs’ case
and nullify the Court’s prior rulings. The
Court was not persuaded.

“Such flimsy material — conjured up at
the eleventh hour — cannot mend the
hole in Plaintiffs’ sinking ship,” wrote
Judge Boasberg.

“For six years now, Plaintiff conservation
groups have battled with the National
Marine Fisheries Service over regulations

Photo by Cheryl Clegg..

“This is another huge victory for Maines
lobster fishery and it would not have happened
without the persistent efforts of the MLA and its

legal team.”

that they believe are woefully insufficient to save the dwindling North Atlantic
right-whale population from death or injury caused by entanglement in lob-
ster-fishing gear. Twice, this Court has awarded summary judgment in their
favor,” wrote Judge Boasberg.

“The tide has recently turned in the lobstermen’s favor, however. Coming to
their aid, Congress has since enacted legislation declaring that NMFS’s exist-
ing regulations are “sufficient” through
2028, while the agency explores novel
technological solutions and crafts new
rules potentially incorporating them,’
noted Judge Boasberg. “And the D.C.
Circuit has since ruled in the lobster-
men’s favor in a related case, vacating
the agency’s most recent biological
opinion as being too fishing restric-
tive”

“The lobster industry was facing elimi-
nation because of the previous rulings
from the D.C. District Court. MLA
left no stone unturned in working to
see this case dismissed and its deci-
sions vacated,” said Patrice McCarron,
MLA policy director.

“This is another huge victory for
Maine’s lobster fishery and it would
not have happened without the per-
sistent efforts of the MLA and its legal
team.”
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FISHERMEN'S DATA, FISHERMEN-OWNED

By Melissa Waterman

Fishermen pride themselves on what they know. The ocean is their workplace,
and they have unique and valuable knowledge of specific ocean areas. This
knowledge is their trade secret and is what makes them successful as fishermen.

The lobster fishery is one of the last commercial fisheries to fall under a gov-
ernment mandate to comprehensively report all fishing activity. It is the last
federal fishery in New England required to operate with a vessel tracker.

Maine lobstermen transitioned from 10% to 100% harvester reporting in
January 2023 to comply with Addendum 26 to the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) Lobster Management Plan. Data must be re-
ported electronically, and many lobstermen were frustrated by the need to
learn smart phone apps or use computers for the first time. But tensions boiled
over in December 2023 when all federal lobster boats were required to oper-
ate electronic trackers to comply with Addendum 29 to the ASMFC Lobster
Management Plan. In January, five lobstermen sued over the issue in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Maine.

Many lobstermen simply do not trust the government and worry how the har-
vester reporting and vessel tracking data will be used. Will data be used to sus-
tainably manage the lobster resource and reduce interactions with right whales
or will it be misused for purposes for which it was not intended?

What fisherman wants to hand over a lifetime of fishing knowledge to the gov-
ernment? None. But contributing data to a data platform controlled by fisher-
men — that’s another story.

Enter Fisheries Knowledge Trust (the Trust), a data platform created by the
Responsible Offshore Development Association (RODA), a fishing industry
group comprised of fishery associations and businesses founded in 2018. “The
Fisheries Knowledge Trust is the first industry-owned platform where fisher-
men can aggregate, secure and share the knowledge they collect about our
oceans, RODA's website states. A critical feature of the Trust is its governance
structure, which ensures any fishing industry participant who has sent data
into the Trust maintains ownership and control of that data.

In stark contrast to government data collection programs, fishermen own the
data in the Trust and can decide how their data will be used. The Trust’s ob-
jective is to enable researchers to access information collected by the fishing
industry based on terms decided by the fishermen themselves.
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“Fishermen hold extensive knowledge about marine ecosystems as well as
valuable confidential business information. Separating these to inform the
government raises multiple challenges,” said Fiona Hogan, research director
at RODA. By ensuring that fishermen’s data remain secure the Trust makes
sure that these data are used accurately to address complex resource manage-
ment questions

The Fisheries Knowledge Trust was launched in 2020 to conduct pilot projects
using data from the offshore herring, mackerel, surf clam and ocean quahog
fisheries. The projects showed clearly that fishermen are willing to share their
data when they trust the people involved. “The key point is that throughout the
process the participating fishermen never lost control of their data,” Hogan said.

The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) approached the Trust in 2020 to
consider a pilot project to test whether data collected by electronic naviga-
tion systems during lobstermen’s normal fishing operations could be aggre-
gated to map lobster fishing effort. With funding from Sea Grant, the Lobster
Proprietary Data Project (LPD) was launched in 2022 as a collaboration be-
tween the MLA, RODA, and the University of Maine Lobster Institute, under
the governance structures of the Trust.

When ASMEC piloted its tracker program for the federal lobster fleet in 2018,
lobstermen questioned why they needed a new system when they were already
collecting those data through their navigation systems, explained Patrice
McCarron, MLA’s policy director. “These data are proprietary and extremely
valuable to fishermen. They worried that government trackers collect so much
data and that it could be easily misused or misinterpreted. They wanted con-
trol of the data,” she said. “The Trust gave us a path forward to see if it would
be possible to aggregate data from individual lobster boats.”

Boothbay Harbor lobsterman Eben Wilson is a participant in the project. He
recognized how valuable his navigational data would be in management dis-
cussions. “The data can go to lobster science and it can show how fishing has
changed. I've had mine for over ten years so it’s a way to reach back in time,;” he
said. These data can show which fishing areas are most important, both now
and in the past. “When you lay it out you can see how so much of the Gulf is
used,” he said. “I think guys are starting to realize that this stuff can help. But it
has to be fishermen owned, no one else”

This Lobster Proprietary Data project is assessing whether data from Olex and
TimeZero navigation systems can be retrieved from lobster boats and aggre-
gated into a database. From there, lobstermen will collaborate with the project
research team to develop data products such as maps.

Once lobstermen’s data are incorporated into the Trust, with lobstermen’s per-
mission it can be analyzed as part of stock assessments, fishery management
decisions, and to assess impacts of proposed ocean development such as off-
shore wind.

“If we are going to save our lobstering heritage, we need data to inform manage-
ment decisions that impact the traditional use of the ocean for lobster fishing;’
noted McCarron. “And if we want lobstermen to provide data, they have to trust
that the data will not be used against them. That is exactly what we are doing’”

Lobstermen who would like to learn more about the project or contribute data
to the Trust should contact Patrice McCarron at patrice@mainelobstermen.
org or call 207-967-4555.

Five Maine Lobstermen Sue Over Trackers

On January 2, 2024, five Maine lobstermen filed a complaint in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Maine requesting a stay of implementation
of Maine’s vessel tracker regulation. The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC) approved Addendum 29 to the Lobster Fishery
Management Plan in March 2022, requiring electronic trackers to be in-
stalled and operating on federally permitted lobster vessels by December
15, 2023.

The lawsuit cited several concerns with the tracker requirement, most nota-
bly that vessels will be tracked even when they are not lobstering and a lack
of transparency on how data will be disseminated.

Plaintiffs ask the Court to declare that:

« The tracker requirement violates the Fourth Amendment (protection
against illegal search and seizure) and Fourteenth Amendment (equal
protection under the law) to the United States Constitution;

+  The tracker requirement is void for vagueness and violates due pro-
cess under Articles V (procedures to amend the Constitution) and XIV
(due process and equal protection of the laws) of the United States
Constitution and Article I, and § 6-A of the Maine Constitution (due pro-
cess and equal protection of the laws);

«  The tracker requirement is arbitrary and capricious and contrary to law
under the Maine Administrative Procedures Act (abuse of discretion)
and therefore it should not be enforced.
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ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW AT THE MAINE FISHERMEN'S FORUM

By Melissa Waterman

The 49th annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum takes place from February 29 to
March 2 at the Samoset Resort in Rockport. The three-day event brings together
people from the worlds of fishing, academia, government and the environmental
community as well as health professionals, students, family members and oth-
ers involved in New England’s ever-changing fisheries. The Maine Lobstermen’s
Association will hold its 70th annual meeting on March 1 at 9 a.m.

The Forum kicks off on
Thursday, February 29, with a
day-long session on shellfish
management and science and
another on offshore wind in
the Gulf of Maine. The offshore
wind session will include up-
dates on the state-initiated
Maine research array, proposed
for an area off southern Maine,
and on lease areas identified in
federal waters. Presenters will
also speak about the permit-
ting process for offshore wind
development in the Gulf and
designs for proposed floating
wind turbines.

MLA Board member Craig Stewart
and wife Mary at the Seafood
Reception. MFF photo.

In addition to the MLA Annual Meeting, Friday morning seminars include pres-
entations on Atlantic cod management and planning related to the planned
cod stock assessment beginning this year; an interactive session on seafood
markets and market development held by SEA Maine; and an update on com-
ing changes to the Northern Gulf of Maine federal scallop fishery.

The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative will present the organization’s an-
nual report for 2023 and outline its marketing plan for 2024.

Friday afternoon includes
seminars on safety and
health for fishermen and
on adaptation to distribu-
tion shifts among marine
species due to climate
change. The New England

Fishery Management
Council (NEFMC) will
hold a scoping meet-

ing to get comments on
Amendment 10 to the
Atlantic herring fishery
management plan. There
also will be the annual
question and answer ses-
sion with federal fisheries managers, including top officials from NOAA, the
National Fisheries Management Service (NMFS), NEFMC, and the Northeast
Fisheries Science Center.

Sen. Susan Collins at Friday night's
Scholarship Auction. MFF photo.

Saturday morning starts off with seminars on decarbonizing the fishing sector,
research and management priorities for the scallop fishery, and implications of
black sea bass and other warm-water species in the Gulf of Maine.

Department of Marine Resources (DMR) staff will present the department’s an-
nual lobster science update Saturday morning. The presentations will review

Make cleanup
easy and fast.
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@ Coastal Hydraulics, Inc.
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Belt Driven

2023 data drawn from DMR’s
many surveys which track Maine
lobster through all life stages.
Maine’s commercial marine
landings for 2023 will also be re-
leased at this time.

A Saturday afternoon seminar
addresses Maine’s working wa-
terfront and coastal access is-
sues. The devastating coastal
storms in January brought re-
newed attention to the impor-
tance of working waterfront for
Maine’s fishermen and aquacul-
turists and its precariousness in
the face of non-fishing pressures.
The Maine Commercial Fishing
Safety Council (CFSC) will host a
seminar focused on safety at sea.
Presenters will review data on
at-sea disasters and demonstrate the benefits of having a Damage Control Kit
aboard every vessel. Two kits will be raffled during the Forum.

The Forum Trade Show draws
vendors from throughout New
England. MFF photo.

In addition to the Maine Lobstermen’s Association, several other fisheries
organizations will hold their annual meetings during the Forum. These in-
clude the Maine Elver Fishermen’s Association, the New England Fishermen’s
Stewardship Association, Alewife Harvesters of Maine, and the Maine Lobster
Boat Races Association.

Forum attendees can take a break from the seminars at the popular Marine
Trade Show. The Trade Show brings equipment companies, fisheries organiza-
tions, marine insurers, banks and other businesses connected to New England
fisheries into one space, allowing the public to look, learn, and chat with staff.
More than 120 vendors will be at the Trade Show this year.

Throughout the Forum, students from the University of Southern Maine School
of Nursing will be conducting screenings for fishermen and their families. These
yearly services include free blood pressure, cholesterol, glucose and general
health screenings. A dermatologist will also be available to provide free skin
cancer screenings.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

—(*)
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STEAMING AHEAD

BY PATRICE MCCARRON, MLA POLICY DIRECTOR

We are fishing people. We've been through a lot. The Maine
lobster fishery has been under siege for years now and its
future remains uncertain. But we continue to land on our
feet because despite our fierce independence, we are will-
ing to work together when things get tough to save our
fishing heritage. Maine is lucky to have a strong network of
fishing associations, like the MLA, which come together as
one when needed.

Less than a year ago, the lobster industry was staring
death in the face because of the National Marine Fisheries
Service’s misguided whale regulations, but thanks to the
MLA legal efforts and an Act of Congress, we have lived
to see another day. Ocean industrialization disguised as
offshore wind projects threatens our livelihood. Maine’s
fishing industry worked together and it appears that we
have largely dodged this bullet, with almost all of Lobster
Management Area 1 (LMA 1) dropped from lease consid-
eration.

We are now bracing for a
gauge increase compliments
of the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission
(ASMFC) to stabilize lobster
stocks, but lobstermen re-
main concerned that there
has not been adequate con-
sideration of market im-
pacts from this change. And
ASMEFC is also requiring fed-
eral vessels to carry track-
ers, leaving lobstermen with
unanswered questions about
why the government would
violate their privacy and
track them even when they
are not fishing,

It is not just the policy arena
that threatens the fishery.
The lobster business itself
is highly volatile. As small
business owners, many lob-
stermen and lobster deal-
ers have been pushed to the
brink over the last few years.
Continued instability in the
supply chain and lobster markets leaves many working
hard yet unsure if there will be a meaningful profit at the
end of the year.

And now Mother Nature has taken a major swing at us. The
devasting coastal storms in January created unprecedent-
ed and widespread damage to Maine’s working waterfront.
So many individuals, businesses, coops, and towns lost
buildings, docks and wharfs which must be rebuilt. The
state quickly organized to survey the damage and work
with towns, while fishing associations and non-profits
worked together to get information out to those who suf-
fered storm losses.

There is no doubt the stress of it all has taken its toll on
many. Yet these threats and disasters also have a way of
bringing people together. When there is so much on the
line, people put their egos aside and work collaboratively
to keep fishermen and businesses afloat.

The gravity of the issues facing Maine lobstermen over the
past years has brought the state’s fishing organizations
together. It would be impossible, and a waste of limited
resources, for each association to try to do everything on
every issue. Instead, each organization must be true to
its strengths — at times taking the lead and at times sup-
porting those groups better equipped to tackle a specific
issue. Each organization shares a similar goal: we all want
vibrant commercial fisheries in Maine, robust working wa-

Maine’s fishing organizations each have their
own missions but when trouble comes, they
Jfind ways to work together. B. Mullin photo.

terfronts, and thriving fishing communities, today and in
the future.

The MLA' strength has long been advocating for Maine
lobstermen, fighting against over-regulation and keeping
the industry informed of what is happening. The pinna-
cle of this work was MLA’s historic win in court last June,
which prevented NMFS from misusing its data to over-reg-
ulate the lobster industry. The MLA also played a key role
in pausing the whale rules for six years.

Organizations such as the Maine Coast Fishermen’s
Association (MCFA) are addressing other critical concerns
such as fishermen’s health and wellness, advocating for
groundfishermen, and promoting the importance of sea-
food as a healthy food source. MCFA deserves kudos for
its leadership in responding to the devastation caused by
the January coastal storms. The MLA has supported its ef-
forts while ensuring that lobstermen are well informed on
what’s happening. We will all
continue to work together
to address what's needed to
rebuild our working water-
front.

When fishing associations
work together, we accom-
plish great things. The pro-
gress we've made on offshore
wind is a prime example of
that.

Maine’s fishing industry
groups recognized that we
must work together if we
were to have any chance of
fighting offshore wind. While
MLA had a seat on the state’s
offshore wind advisory com-
mittee, in the end keeping
offshore wind out of Lobster
Management Area 1 was suc-
cessful because the fishing
industry worked together
through the subcommittee
process. We talked with each
other, defined our position
clearly, and agreed on what
we wanted. Because of that, we were able to gain the sup-
port of Governor Mills and the Maine Congressional dele-
gation. The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM)
took notice and removed almost all of LMA 1 from lease
consideration.

Don't misunderstand me — we don’t always see eye-to-
eye on all of the issues. The focus of each organization is
uniquely its own, as it should be. What’s comforting is to
realize that we have the ability to work together when it
matters most.

The future is unclear, even in the best of times. It’s safe to
say that Maine’s lobster fishery will be hitting rough seas in
the next few years. When that happens we will rally once
again, pull in the same direction, and fight together once
more to preserve Maine's fisheries and heritage. Together
we stand, divided we fall.

Po)mc&
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

Join us for our Annual Meeting to celebrate MLA's platinum anniversary. For 70
years, the MLA has provided a consistent, credible, and informed voice to fight
against over-regulation of the lobster industry and preserve Maine’s lobstering
heritage.

Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner Keliher will be our
keynote speaker to update MLA members on pressing issues, including status
of the lobster resource and the scheduled gauge increase. He will also bring us
up to speed on the DMR’s major expansion of its science branch, including the
launch of its right whale research program.

The MLA will conduct its annual board of directors election and share the out-
come of its strategic planning meeting to get feedback from the membership
on the future direction of the organization.

MLA staff will provide updates on other important policy issues such as right
whales and offshore wind development. As always, we welcome your questions,
comments, and guidance and will allow plenty of time to for discussion. MLA
members, family and the public are encouraged to attend.

The MLA Board held a strategic planning meeting on January 26 and 27 in
Bangor to brainstorm and discuss vision and future goals for the association.
The board and staff will work together over the next few months to refine this
work and develop a strategic plan to guide the MLA’s future work.

MLASs policy director Patrice McCarron joined the York Lobstermen’s
Association for its annual dinner social in January. President Jeff White pre-
sented her with an award for the Maine Lobstermen’s Association “with the

greatest appreciation to the MLA staff for your steadfast support of our lobster
industry.” Thank you to all the York Lobstermen’s Association members. Your
support of the MLA has been critical to our success and we are honored to lead
the fight for the future of our fishery.

The MLA and the Maine Lobster Community Alliance (MLCA) are partner-
ing with other industry organizations, including Maine Coast Fishermen’s
Association (MCFA), to help commercial fishermen, lobstermen, marine in-
dustries, and communities as they recover and rebuild from recent historic
storms. The organizations are surveying commercial fishing and marine busi-
nesses that depend on the working waterfront to identify solutions to help low-
er the barriers to accessing goods and services needed to rebuild and identify
other available resources.

In addition, the MLA and MLCA are assisting the Working Waterfront Support
Fund, which was established by MCFA immediately following the storms. The
survey results will help the organizations better understand the best ways to
use the donated funds.

More information on the survey and the Support Fund can be found online at
www.mainelobstermen.org.

The Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature began January 3, 2024.
The session will adjourn April 17. This session is limited to legislation from
the Governor, budgetary matters and bills of an emergency nature that are ap-
proved by the Legislative Council.

The Marine Resources Committee received its Annual Report from the Maine
Lobster Marketing Collaborative on January 11. The Collaborative provided a
review of its 2023 work and a summary of its 2024 workplan. The Committee
will consider two bills to address eligibility criteria for those who didn’t qualify
for a menhaden license due to medical issues. The Committee will also recon-
sider LD 710 An Act to Fund the Lobster Legal Defense which was carried over
from the First Session. The DMR withdrew a proposal to consider expanding
license suspension for those who commit violent crimes.

The MLA submitted comments in support of LD 2030, put forward by the
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), to exempt certain activities
from permitting requirements to make it easier for Maine towns and people
to prepare for and respond to storm events and flooding. The MLA urged the
Committee to ensure that the regulatory relief set forth in L.D. 2030 helps all
who need it by providing communities maximum flexibility to rebuild Maine’s
working waterfront quickly and smartly. Legislative updates are available at
www.legislature.maine.gov.

RIGHT WHALE UPDATES

Monterey Bay Aquarium Court Case — The Maine Lobstermen’s Association
and several other plaintiffs sued Monterey Bay Aquarium for defamation over
its red listing of Maine lobster in March 2023. The case was filed in U.S. District
Court for the District of Maine in Bangor. The case is still active and awaiting
direction from the court on a timeline for next phase of this case.

The Massachusetts Lobstermens Association (MassLA) reported that the
three lobstermen who had filed a Class Action Suit against the Monterey Bay
Aquarium about the red listing agreed in January to drop the case. Their case
was filed in Louisiana district court but was transferred to the district court
in northern California in September 2023. A MassLA spokesperson told the
Boston Herald that, “The laws in California would ultimately hold these indi-
viduals financially responsible for the defendant’s legal fees should they prevail”

Environmental organizations case against NMFS - This case was filed in 2018
and amended in 2021. The court ruled the federal whale plan must achieve its
target within six months of adoption, resulting in an accelerated schedule to
implement measures to achieve a 90% reduction in the lobster industry’s al-
leged risk to right whales. Congress intervened in December 2022 to pause any
new federal whale rules for six years. T

he Department of Justice filed a motion to dismiss this case and vacate the
court’s previous rulings in favor of the environmental organizations. The par-
ties were awaiting the court’s decision on the request to dismiss this case. On
January 29, the D.C. District Court granted motions to dismiss the lawsuits and
vacated most of its previous rulings.

2024 Right Whale Calving Season — As of January 31, 2024, 17 right whale calves
have been identified. Unfortunately, the fate of three of these whales is uncer-
tain. Two mothers (1301 and 3780) have since been sighted without their calves.
The calf of RW 1612 (Juno) was sighted with serious injuries consistent with a
vessel strike. To date the calf has survived and shown some signs of healing.

The right whale calving season runs mid-November through mid-April.
Researchers closely monitor the southeastern Atlantic coast for right whale
mother/calf pairs. Right whale calving rates have been improving since the his-
toric low of zero in 2018. Seven calves were identified in 2019, 10 in 2020, 20
in 2021, 15 in 2022, and 12 in 2023. More information on the 2024 right whale
calving season can be found at https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/endan-
gered-species-conservation/north-atlantic-right-whale-calving-season-2024.

Vessel Strike Rule - NMFS released a proposed rule to reduce harm to right
whales from vessel strikes in July 2022. The public comment period closed in
October 2022. NMFS has not released any updates on the status of the pro-
posed rule.

Vessel Strike Workshop — NMFES will hold a right whale vessel strike risk reduc-
tion technology workshop from March 5 to 7 in Viriginia. NMFS will promote
research, development, testing, and operationalization of innovative tools and
management practices to offer vessel operators additional options for reducing
lethal collisions with whales. The public may attend this meeting online.

ASMFC LOBSTER BOARD TO CLARIFY IMPACTS OF GAUGE CHANGE
ON FOREIGN IMPORTS

At its January meeting, the ASMFC Lobster Management Board initiated Draft
Addendum 30 to clarify how the gauge changes required under Addendum 27,
approved in May 2023, will apply to foreign imports of American lobster.

Under Addendum 27, changes to the current gauge and escape vent sizes in
LCMA 1 (inshore Gulf of Maine) were triggered in October 2023 when decline
of 39% is observed in recruit abundance for the Gulf of Maine/Georges Bank

Continued on page 8
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MLA Update continued from page 7

stock. A series of gradual changes to gauge and vent size will begin January
1, 2025, starting with an increase to the minimum gauge size in LCMA 1 from
3-%4” to 3-5/16". This 3-5/16” gauge size will be the smallest minimum gauge
size in effect.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act prohibits imports of whole live lobster smaller than
the minimum possession size in effect at the time under the Commission’s
American lobster management program. This provision, referred to as the
Mitchell Provision, was passed to prevent imports of lobster smaller than what
the U.S. industry can harvest.

Draft Addendum 30 aims to clarify that Addendum 27 shall include compliance
with the Mitchell Provision, meaning the smallest minimum size for foreign
imports would match the smallest minimum size in effect for the US industry.

The Board will meet in late February/early March to consider approving Draft
Addendum 30 for public comment. There are currently no regulations in place
to restrict the maximum size of imported lobster, though the Board expressed
interest in exploring this possibility further through a new Amendment to
the lobster plan. For more information, please contact Caitlin Starks, Senior
Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at cstarks@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.

MLA POSITION ON GAUGE INCREASE

The MLA has monitored ASMFC’s efforts to develop Addendum 27 since it
was first discussed in 2015 to consider standardizing measures across lobster
management areas to keep the lobster stock and the industry resilient. The
Amendment was put on hold several times, then was amended to consider
changes to the lobster gauge as a proactive measure if the stock were in decline.

The MLA opposed ASMFC’s proposals to increase the minimum gauge in re-
sponse to a stock decline when ASMFC solicited public comment in April 2023.

The MLA noted that ASMFC did not include any analysis of the impacts of
gauge changes on the lobster market which contradicted the stated purpose
of the management action to keep the lobster industry economically viable.
The MLA pointed out that ASMFC did not address potential trade issues and

Many thanks to these fine businesses, >

the MLA’s Keeper members!
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Seacoast Lobster Bands
Seacoast Tours of Freeport
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Vallation Outerwear
Varney Insurance Inc.
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Cooperative

William Coffin & Sons

Winter Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative

market impacts arising from the Magnuson Act prohibition on the import and
sale of lobsters smaller than the U.S. minimum (the Mitchell Bill provision). The
MLA wrote, “Given that the lobster stock remains in a favorable abundance
regime, ASMFC must first conduct a study of the market impacts of changing
the LMA 1 gauge, particularly to understand trade dynamics between the U.S.
and Canada. This would allow time to consider expanding the reference period
and collect more survey data to survey deeper waters and fill in for the poor
Covid years.

MLA’S POSITION ON ASMFC VESSEL TRACKERS ON FEDERAL
VESSELS

In 2017 the MLA opposed Addendum 26 to achieve 100% harvester reporting
because the Lobster Technical Committee determined “the current 10% har-
vester reporting to be sufficiently precise to track trends in the lobster fish-
ery” and “is accurate relative to dealer landings.” However, ASFMC adopted
Addendum 26 in 2018 to implement 100% harvester reporting by 10-minute
square and to initiate a pilot program to develop and test electronic trackers
aboard lobster vessels.

ASMPEFC initiated draft Addendum 29 in December 2021 to mandate electronic
trackers for federal lobster boats.

The MLA opposed this proposal and urged ASMFC to instead fully implement
its new 100% trip level harvester reporting, which would become effective in
January 2023, and separately address data deficiencies for federal lobster per-
mit holders not required to report through a state program. ASMFC can then
identify any remaining data gaps and consider whether electronic vessel track-
ing is necessary to address those.

The MLA also identified members’ concerns with the proposed tracking pro-
gram, including lack of understanding about how data will be used, potential
for data to be used against the industry, the requirement that the unit must
be in operation even when the vessel is not fishing, and likelihood that many
lobstermen were unaware of this proposal because ASMFC held online public
hearings.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Sunshine Mechtenberg, MLA member-
ship director, has been busy meeting MLA
members and talking to businesses up and
down the coast about the benefits of join-
ing the MLA.

More and more companies are realizing
that being part of the state's oldest and
dynamic fisheries organization, which
works hard to ensure a profitable future
for Maine’s lobstermen is the right thing
to do.

We are happy to welcome the following
businesses to the MLA.

Brooklin Boat Yard, Brooklin: Boat
design, service, storage and sales

Custom Float Service, South
Portland: Float design, build, supply
and service

MLA's membership
director Sunshine
Mechtenberg.

The Lobster Guy, Narragansett, R.L:
quality live Maine lobsters shipped directly to your door

Atlantic Wealth Planning Group, Augusta: ready to help with all your
financial planning needs

Edwards Brothers Supermarkets: Local grocery stores in Trenton,
Unity, and Dover-Foxcroft.

Yankee Marina & Boatyard, Yarmouth: Family-owned full service
marina on the Royal River.

For more information about how your business can become part of the MLA,
please contact Sunshine at sunshine@mainelobstermen.org or at 967-4555.
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MEET THE MLA BOARD MEMBERS

Forty years ago, Jack Merrill of Islesford joined the Board of the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association. Next month he will step down from the post he has
held for four decades.

“I thought it was important to my
future. The MLA was the only voice
I could see that would stand up
for the fishermen and our liveli-
hood,” Merrill said, recalling how
he became a board member. “We
were being told back then that the
fishery was close to collapse, but I
saw that wasn’t the case and other
fishermen saw it too.”

The late Eddie Blackmore, MLA
President, and lobsterman Warren
Fernald reached out to Merrill to
persuade him to join the MLA Board. Very quickly after that he was elected
MLA vice-president, a position he held for many years. “Eddie Blackmore, my-
self and others realized the only way to combat the government was to find a
group of scientists to collaborate with us,” said Merrill.

At the time, the New England Fisheries Management Council (NEFMC) and
the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) managed the lobster fishery.
Lobstermen and scientists viewed each other with profound distrust. Merrill
and the MLA felt that the best way to stand up for lobstermen was to generate
data and information about the fishery independent of federal scientists.

Photo by N. Lincoln, Mt. Desert
Islander.

“With scientists like Bob Steneck and Bob Bayer we initiated annual V-notch
surveys. This gave us a basis to back our claims that plenty of female lobsters
were reproducing. Up until this time the feds didn’t recognize the V-notch law
as a legitimate conservation measure. It took years, but finally the feds extend-
ed the V-notch law into New Hampshire and Massachusetts”

The Lobster Institute at the University of Maine was founded in 1987 and organ-
ized by the MLA, Maine Lobster Poundkeepers Association and Maine Dealers
Association to foster research focused on the sustainability of the lobster fish-
ery in the U.S. and Canada. “The University scientists helped us develop a fro-
zen product, answered questions about lobster health, marketing, the effects of
shoreline pesticide use, and many other concerns,” Merrill said.

The MLA was also instrumental in getting the state’s sea sampling program
started as well as the ventless trap and other surveys related to lobster popu-
lations. “We worked with the DMR. There were questions that needed to be
answered,” Merrill said. The MLA Board even battled with NMFS scientists over
the formula used to conduct stock assessments in the late 1980s and into the
early 2000s. “The feds said that we were overfishing although our catches were
steady, Merrill recalled. “We contacted Yong Chen [at the University of Maine].
His new assessment model changed everything. It took a lot of work to get the
feds to accept this new formula, but it was important because they could no
longer say we were overfishing.”

He remembers attending a lot of hearings in Augusta, including the battle
the MLA fought back in the 1980’s to keep in place the maximum gauge size.
“We had to work to educate legislators. It was a very close vote. At one point, I
jumped in the elevator going up with one legislator who was critical to the vote.
He wanted to get out, but I pushed the down button and kept him in there until
he heard what I had to say” The MLA also fought successfully to limit draggers
from targeting lobsters and from landing them in Maine.

The MLA advocated for one bill in particular that meant a lot to Merrill: the own-
er/operator law. “I brought it to Jill Goldthwaite and Dennis Damon [ former state
senators]. It’s important to have a locally owned fleet, no corporate ownership. I
thought if we waited too long it might be too late. As it was, the bill went through
smoothly. It is something that makes this lobster fishery unique;” he said.

Since Merrill began fishing the changes have been tremendous. “I think the fish-
ery has changed more than the MLA has. I started with wooden traps and a
wooden boat. Then came wire and fiberglass. Then technology and electronics,”
he said. “When I was young we had a compass and a flasher that would show you
the bottom. I used the islands as markers, that was how you navigated. Today’s
bigger, faster, computerized boats could not have been imagined back then”

While much has changed in 40 years, one thing remains the same, according to
Merrill: government over-regulation. “I don't understand the need for trackers
and daily reporting. The fun in lobstering was in the freedom and that freedom
has been slowly taken away. We fish where there are lobsters.”

Merrill is proud of what the MLA has achieved and his part in it. “We had a
tremendous victory last year against NMFS on the right whale regulations. At
least common sense will prevail for a few years,” he said. “The MLA represents
lobstermen everywhere along the coast. It still advocates for the fishery every
day. The threats to our way of life won’t stop. We need to be heard.”

Joshua Beal is thinking about basketball right now. The 33-year-old Milbridge
lobsterman is busy chaperoning his 5 and 7-year-old children to winter games,
just like so many other Maine residents. Beal, however, is also thinking about
the future of the 70-year-old Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA), where he
serves as one of the newer members of the board.

Beal started fishing when he was 12 years old after learning the ropes from his
father and grandfather. As a youngster, lobstering was a fairly easy way to make
some money. ‘I remember it was all about getting yourself up in the morning;’
he laughed. “It was a heck of a lot less stressful then. You had a routine.”

He had been an MLA member for years but hadn't really paid much attention
to the organization or all the issues it was involved in. “But then I got curious.
No one in this area was on the board and so people didn’t know much about
it he said. Three years ago he put his name forward and was elected to the
MLA board.

Since then he has kept his eyes and ears
open as the MLA has navigated through
complex legal and political challenges
related to federal regulations designed
to protect North Atlantic right whales.
The MLA’ successful court case against
the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) in June 2023 was a precedent
setting win for the organization and for
Maine’s beleaguered fishery.

“It’s good that the MLA has been in-
volved in all of this for so long. I think
everyone has realized after the court
case that the MLAs O.K. They are a lot
more aware of all that the MLA’s done,’
Beal said.

When he’s not helping his children out
with basketball, Beal fishes year-round
from his 44-foot Calvin Beal boat Kayla
Anne. In the summer each child goes
with Beal on different days, just as he
once did with his father.

“I think the best thing about being on
the board is I get to see and meet people
from up and down the whole coast,” Beal
said. “The MLA has been good about
getting lobstermen together because if
we are not together, then we're not going to make it

Joshua Beal and his family.
C. Clegg photo.
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The Maine Lobstermen’s Association

will hold its
70th annual meeting
on March 1 at 9 a.m
at the Samoset Resort in Rockport

Amber-Jean Nickel, MLA Chief Operating Officer,
will review highlights of the MLA's past year and
outline activities for 2024.

Department of Marine Resources Commissioner
Patrick Keliher will speak about the state of the
fishery and the impacts from January’s storms.

Members are urged to attend!
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BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES

Jonesboro, ME Portland, ME Thomaston, ME West Bath, ME Wakefield, RI
(207) 434-5791 (800) 244-8727 (800) 426-4526 (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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MARKETING UPDATES

In 2023, the MLMC shared the stories of the Maine Lobster
fishery in all new ways across national media and digital
landscapes, yielding positive results. Here are a few ways we
implemented our strategy this past year:

Reached 3.5 million people with our Maine Characters
1 campaign, sharing the personal stories of key members
of the fishery with consumers nationwide

Brought together a powerhouse partnership of TikTok
2 influencers to showcase a day on the water with a

lobsterman, capturing videos that reached S million

consumers and earned 87,000 social media engagements

feqturing Maine Lobster that drove over 12 million

3 Inspired home cooks with new, accessible air fryer recipes
impressions across Meta and Pinterest social platforms

www.lobsterfrommaine.com

El focebookcom/lobsterfrommaine Y twitter.com/lobsterfromme ] instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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CAT MARINE ENGINES

Tier 3 Commercial Line-up
C

C9.3 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:

C7.1 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
280 HP @ 2300 Heavy Duty “B” IN STOCK 375 HP @ 1800 Heavy Duty “B”
350 HP @ 2500 Maximum Continuous Duty “C" IN STOCK 416 HP @ 2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
400 HP @ 2600 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK 476 HP @ 2300 Intermittent Duty “D”
425 HP @ 2700 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK

i s
C18 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:

470 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”

600 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A"

670 HP @ 1800-2100 Heavy Duty “B”

715 HP @ 1800-2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
803 HP @ 2100 Intermittent Duty “D”
*Tier 4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings:

1,001 BHP @ 2300
1,136 BHP @ 2300

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

Billings Diesel & Marine Iixman Morse at Wafarer Guy Crudele Repair DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.

Service arine Corporation Gloucester, MA Portsmouth, Rl

Sm’”"_g’”"' iz . i Camden, ME Sacchetti Marine and Hinckley Yacht Service

Dennis’ Welding & Marine Journey's End Industrial LLC Portsmouth, Rl

Beals, ME Rockland, ME Plymouth, MA Rhode Island Engine

Front Street Shipyard Fairhaven Shipyard & Ci Inc.

Belfast, ME Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

C32 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
750 BHP @ 1600-1800
800 BHP @ 1600-1800

i Power Sy F
Fairhaven, MA Narragansett, Rl

*All T4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings, require qualifications review and approval by CAT Factory.
*Contact Nick Fawle or Your Authorized Marine Dealer for Tier 4 exemption qualification details.

For Marine Engine Sales, contact Nick Fawle, our new Marine Market Manager.

Nick Fawle at 603-484-5248

Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

mitton [I

miltoncat.com

VI

HAMILTON
MARINE

A Fisherman’s
dedication to their
work does not go

unnoticed. With
six stores covering
the coast of Maine,
Hamilton Marine
works to provide
the go-to gear and
supplies needed
to bring in the next
catch. Shop online
or stop by one of
our locations today.

800-639-2715

-

SUSTAINABLE
(T) TRIDENT riastos
SOLUTIONS

[N N

Trident SPS is exhibiting in 2024
49th Maine Fishermens Forum in
Rockport Maine and the Boston
Seafood Show. We invite you to come
out and see our

best-in-class FDA approved products
for the seafood industry. We look
forward to meeting you and
showcasing the best products.

THE 49TH MAINE FISHERMEN'S FORUM

February 29—
March2, 2024

theseatood NORTH
Marketplace AMER'C A
/

BOATERSC
OO0 0

Mgy,

“[ﬂlllll"

PROUD SPONSOR OF

MLA Legal Defense Fund
MFF Scholarship Fund
Maine Lobster Boat Races

hamiltonmarine.com




NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS

We're hore for you! BUILT THE BEST. BUILT TO LAST. BUILT YOUR WAY.

WE’RE READY FOR
YOUR TRAP & KIT ORDERS

We want to thank all of you - customers old and new - for your
patience as we’ve worked to face the changes and challenges
of the last couple of years.

We want you all to know that we’re here and ready to talk about
your upcoming orders.

. OUR BUSINESS IS BUILDING YOUR
ﬁ LOBSTER GEAR.

We have your whale rigging.

Everson The Maine Mold
breakaway rope Link is the safest
is the strongest breakaway link
whale-safe rope  alternative available
available. Available when properly
in ME, MA and installed.
offshore colors!

15 Cantinental Drive — Excler, NH 03833
Call: (BB8} 460-7419 or (603} 4180470
Email: djones@ylpower.com

Yomr authoriesd Toaxr D Divtriotor for ew Erland, Few Fork
& R Jevr=esy

SERVING CUSTOMERS FROM CANADA TO THE MID-ATLANTIC

FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: (800) 451-1200 (207) 354-2545

Jerry Wadsworth Jimmy Emerson — Columbia Falls Mike Wadsworth
jerryw@friendshiptrap.com  jemerson@friendshiptrap.com  mikew@friendshiptrap.com
(207) 542-0842 (207) 483-6555 (800) 339-6558 (207) 542-0841

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR

/Proud tobe a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine\

If you're selling shellfish, lobsters, crabs, soft-shell clams, periwinkles, scallops, etc.,
you may want to give us a call.

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!

There's always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

Buying product from dealers, wharfs, fishermen and harvesters.
ACInc. Beals, ME 04611 207-497-2261




$100,000 or More

John and Brendan Ready
Machias Savings Bank
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
First National Bank
Donald Sussman

Gifts $20,000 - $39,999
Robinson’s Wharf Fundraiser
South Bristol Fisherman’s Co-op

Gifts $10,000 - $14,999
Town of Cutler

Town of Friendship

Town of Harpswell

Gifts $5,000 - $9,999
Hamilton Marine

Maine Aquaculture Association
Town of Boothbay

Town of Stonington

Gifts $2,500 - $4,999
Mark Bennett

Brown’s Boat Yard
Delano Seafood

Friend & Friend
Hurricane Meadows Farm
Ltcol Margaret Jealous
Maine Camp Outfitters
Tyler Piper

Town of Bristol

Town of Sorrento
Vinalhaven Lions Club

Gifts $1,000 - $2,499

A Silver Lining, Jess Pinkham

American Lobster Products

Brian Alley

Jeremy Alley

Richard Alley, Jr.

Laurence Ames

Bar Harbor Chamber of
Commerce

Eric Beal

David Black

Michael Bowser, Esq.

Judge W. Kennedy Boone llI, Ret.

Tricia Ann Carver

Jason Chipman

John & Cathy Chipman

Larry Coombs

Ben Doliber

George Dow

Joe Doyle

Brian Eaton

Lillian Eby & Jeff Fogelsong

Elizabeth Fenwick

Bruce Fernald

Michael Flanigan

Edward Foye

Travis Gamage: The Penalty Box

Kevin Glover

Go Fish!

Peter Goldstein

Earl Hamilton

Erick Harjula

Andrew Hawke

Maine Lobstermen’s Association |

Thank you to our

David Heallen

Bobby Ingalls

Alice Ingraham

Chip Johnson

Nathan & Janet Jones

Jeff Kaelin

Kristofer Koerber

Stuart Levenbach

William Libby

Travis Lunt

Coleen Lydon

Main Street Variety Customers
Jeni Menendez

Jack Merrill

Moody’s Diner

Moody’s Shellfish

Mornings in Paris

Jonathan Murphy

NH Commercial Fisherman’s

Association
Jeffrey Norwood
Brent Olsen
Alfred Osgood
Leland R. Osgood
Nicholas & Kristin Page
Douglas M. Ricci
Karen Rizkalla,

Saint George Realty
Todd Savage: The Penalty Box
Mark Sewall
Sam Sewall
James Smith
Craig Sproul
Sorrento Seafood
David A. Thomas
Courtland & Roxanne Tolman
Town of Frenchboro
Town of Kittery
Town of Mount Desert
Town of Vinalhaven
Lee Watkinson
Ronald Watkinson
Chris Welch
Wendy Webster Good Fine Art
Whitney’s Tri-Town Marine
Eben Wilson
Winter Harbor Co-Op
Dominic Zanke

Gifts $500 - $999
Travis Alley

Josh Beal

Blue Water Concepts
Russell Brown,

Percy L Brown & Sons
Chandler River Fuel Service
Barbara & James Chesney
Mark Cheney
City of Auburn
The Dairy Corner
Jessica DeFrenn,

Sacred Seahorse Studio
Deer Isle Sunset Cong. Church
Robert Docill
Michael G. Floyd
Timothy Field
Kevin Hopkins, Hopkins Boatyard
BR & CR Hughes
Samuel Hyler
Bruce Erwin Johnson
David Johnson
Mark Jones

Dear 2023 Donors,

We’re so grateful. When the MLA made the decision in September 2021 to
sue the federal government, our backs were against the wall. We knew that

the proposed federal rules intended to protect the endangered North
Atlantic right whale were flawed and that they would effectively kill
Maine’s lobster industry yet fail to save the whale. We also knew that we
could not afford to sue the federal government without asking for help.
You did not let us down!

Now, we move into 2024 with some impressive victories. On June 16, the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit ruled overwhelmingly in favor
of the MLA in its appeal of a lower court ruling.

Most recently, a judge dismissed lawsuits filed against the lobster industry
and vacated most of its previous rulings. These are tremendous victories
for lobstering families and our communities.

These wins would not have been possible without the strong and

persistent efforts of the MLLA and our legal team, and they certainly would
not have been possible without all the generous supporters listed here who
believe in our work to preserve our tradition, our heritage, and our way of

life. Thank youl!

We will face future challenges, but your continued support will keep the
MLA fighting to ensure a brighter future for Maine’s lobster industry and
our next generation of lobstering families.

Again, thank you.

V(i been LIGSES
Amber-Jean Nickel
COO

KA ORA Bracelets
Sean Kelley

Chris Kelsey

Kyle Koerber
Edwin G. Lawson
Gene Lazaro
Martin Leeman
John McCarthy
Raymond & Judith McCaskey
Carl Mclntire
Shane Mclntire
Robert Mclntire
Katherine Miller
Ryan Miller

Steve N. Miller
Tad Miller

Tim Morong

Andrew Ray & Sarah Buchen-Ray
Frank & Sam Reece
Matthew Samuels

Anne Scarff

Martha Silver

Paul Smith

Nathaniel Snow

David Thurlow

John Tripp

Rita Tripp

Richard Wall

Weathervane Seafoods
Wind Horse Arts

Jeff White

Yankee Marina & Boatyard
Chilloa Young

Jason Zanke

New England Marine & Industrial

Brian & Lisa Osgood,
Creekside, Inc.

Michael Philbrook

Port Lobster Company

Gifts $300 - $499

Alice Bissell & Stephen Rosen
Carla Bryson

Stephen Burns

Scott E. Drake

Michael Foster & Jill Jensen
Geary Brewing Co. Staff
Chris Jenness

Kathi & Bruce Jordan

Kyick Charters LLC

Jane Snider

David Sullivan

Charles Tarbox

Tiller & Rye Grocers

Gifts $100 - $299
Diane Adair

Fred Adair

Andrew Adam

Ted Ames & Robin Alden
Jason Alley

Herman Anderson
George Andrews
George Armstrong
Emily & Ron Axelrod
Arlene Barnard

2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043




We cannot do this

John Barrett

Glenda Beal

Naftal Bechar

William & Catherine Becker
Thomas Bennett
Joannah Bentley
Bobbi & Dana Billings
Russell Bray

Eric Brazer

Ernie Burgess

Linda Burley

Albert Buswell

Susan Buxton, Day Boat Fresh

Buzz Carver

Bonnie & Gary Castanino
Roger Chipman

Ida & Gary Clarke

Julie Cleveland

Daniel Clough

John & Diane Cochran

Patricia Coffey & David Gittins

Diane & Daniel Colacino
Lydia Coleman

Alcyone Coon

Diane Cowan

Mark & Margery Cyr
Orville Darling

Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson

Palmer Davies

Eric Davis

Steven Davis

Jesse Davisson
Howard Dentremont
Charles Dillon

Tripp Dixon

Dock’s Seafood

Joey Donnelly

Forrest Dow

William Dowling, Jr.
Donna Dworkin
Terrance & Sandra Eaton
Barbara Edson
Stephanie Ewen
Cameron Field
Friendship Lobster Treats
Judith Gary

Alexander Gonzalez
Shelley Grant

Barrett Gray, Boyce’s Motel
Eugene Guilford

Jason G. Hamilton
Pearl Hardie

Noah Harjula

Gary & Susan Harmatz
Curt & Sally Haskell
Nicole & Larry Heath
Susan Heissenbuttel
Allison Hepler
Stephen & Lisa Hewitt
Michael Higgins

Ditta Baron Hoeber
Richard Howard

Island Spirits

Keith Jordan

David Joyce

Roger Kellett

The Kelley Family
Sharon Kern

Dana Knudsen

William Knuff & Kristine Geils
Rachel Korenkiewicz
Stephen Kosacz

Bill Lanza

without you.

Alyssa & Dale Landrith,
Wicked Adventure Redemption

Burt Leach

Gary Libby

David Loeb

John Lumbard

Larry & Barbara MacAdams

Marshall Matthew

John McCann

Robert McMahan

Mark Minton

Christopher Moore

Howard Moorefield

Rick Morton

Bill Most

Christopher Nelson

Richard Nelson

Willem Nieuwkerk

Chelsea Nunan

Dave Nute

Robert H. Oberlander

Brent Oliver

George Olsen

Travis Otis Family

Katherine Page & Alan Hein

Gilbert Palmer

Michael Pearson

Anne Pease

Tara & Matthew Perez

Cathy Proctor

Nancy Plummer

Larry & Sandra Pye

Lawrence Pye

Edward Reddy

Scot Reisner

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution

Gordon Rittmeyer

John Rohrer

Michael Rowan

Tammy Rowe

Michael Sargent

George Sass

Annette & Daniel Schultz

John Seiders

Michael Sherman

Jonathan Shute

Constance Sinclair

Sarah Smith

Bobbie Speigelman

Ted Spurling

John & Sondi Stanton

Stonington Lobster Boat Race
Committee

Andrew Svenson
Gary Taylor

Zachary Teal

Mark Tolette

Matthew & Rya Trundy
Noel Twigg

Diana Tyler

Keavany Tyler

VIP Maine Mobile
Eloise Vitelli

Allan Vitkus

Richard Waldron
Michael Webber

Walter Whetstone
Jeanne & Richard Whittier
Wesley Willink

Richard Wilson

Crayke Windsor
Wotton’s Lobster Wharf
Judith Wylie

Elaine Yandow
Christopher Young
E. Richard Young

Gifts Under $100

Katya Abazajian

Petrea Allen

Fred Backman

Aaron Beal

Linda & Chris Berlow

Dana Betts, Sr.

Col. Charles Brule, Ret.

Elisabeth Butler & Albert Harper

Dobbin Callahan

Patricia Callahan

Scott Callahan

Sheila Callahan

John Bowden & Clare Catarius

Craig & Merrill Chapin

Terri Rae Chattin &
Stephanie Hixon

Marty Clark

Sean Clayton

Peter Collins

Felix Croft

Lois Davis

Susan Dempster &
Gerald Doughty

Virginia Deucher

Demaree DiBiase

Donalee Dolan

Oaky Dover

Kim Drain

Lynn Duryea

Eastern Tides Design

Gerry Fogerty

Fraternal Order of Eagles:
Ladies Aux. Social Fund 1248

Sandra Gates

Kathye Gorham

Jerry Goto

Michael Gray

Mike & Penny Greenberg

Anonymous

Carla Harris

James & Elaine Herlan

Jorge Hernandez

Jo Ann Hoppe

Deborah Hurtt

Eve Jamieson

Alice Jaskolka

Margaret Jicha

Mary Jones

Robert Jordan

Debbie Kelley

Mark Kirchoff

James Klick

Jeffrey Knuckles

Richard & Kathleen Lacourciere

Susan Lane

John & Teresa Lynch

Priscilla & Ralph Masciovecchio

Richard Marchione

Ruth Matthews

Lance & Amy Meader,
Rivalries Falmouth, LLC

John Meyn

Raymond & Carol Michaud

Dana Morin

Richard Nagel

Namaste Clean Soaps

Charlotte Nekola

Harry Nelson

H. Oliver & C. Goddard,
Coastline Physical Therapy

Jeffrey & Kristina Osgood

Gus Oster

Russell Pancoast

Penny Pengra

Lucy & Jerome Pieh

Evan Pinette

Lindsey Pinkham, Midcoast First Aid

James Poole

Port Clyde Kayaks

Tim Pridham

Steven & Nancy Qualls
Phebe Quattrucci
Margaret & Terry Quinian
Ladonna Readmond
Rigid Fishing

Virginia Robbins

Will Roese

Bonnie Rogers

Donna Rogers

Jan Salas

Molly Samuels
Shenanigan’s by Sam
Marshall Shepard
Joshua Scherz

Jim Smith

Carl Steiniger

Roger Stephenson
Paula Stover

Megan Swift

Susan Tananbaum & Joe Frazer
Marquita Temple

The Community Gourmet
William Thurlow

Gary Tylinksi

Mary Lou Weaver
Michael Weisman

Mary Wells

Richard & Aileen Wenzel
Travis Widdecomb
Richard & Erika Willard
Donald Wright

Bruce & Theresa Young

Donations listed here were received by 12/31/23.
2024 donations will be listed beginning next month.

Gifts in Honor Of:

David & Mary Black
Susan Lane

Douglas Blasius
Jonathan Shute

Laurin Brooks
Michael Bowser

Cranberry Isles Co-op
Emily & Ron Axelrod

Eric Davis
Mark Tolette

Tim Dyer
Larry Coombs

The Joy Family
Bruce Erwin Johnson

Christopher Nagel
Richard Nagel

Chris & Carole Page
Coleen Lydon

Courtney Chaplin, Miklos
Pogany, and Hugh Smallwood
Frank & Sam Reece

The Steele Family
Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson

Frances & Bob Williams
Lillian Eby & Jeff Fogelsong

Those that go down to the sea
in their ships
Mark Minton

Gifts in Memory Of:
Ed & Mary Blackmore
Curt & Sally Haskell
Megan Swift

Edward Chickering, Sr.
Debbie Kelley

Douglas Cressey

Priscilla & Ralph Masciovecchio
Dana Morin

Michael Weisman

Peter Goldstein

Nicole & Larry Heath

John & Teresa Lynch
William Knuff & Kristine Geils
Kathy Madrazo

To Donate visit www.MaineLobstermen.org or call 207-985-4555

Carol Susan Ferraro
William & Catherine Becker
Ruth Matthews

Steven & Nancy Qualls
Andrew Svenson

Gary Tylinski

Judith Wylie

Greg Gamage & Arnie Gamage
Travis Gamage

Willie Havener
Petrea Allen

Gene Kelley
Donalee Dolan
The Kelley Family

Connor Lazaro
Jason G Hamilton

June Kantz Pemberton
Dana Knudsen

Dave Provencher
The Dairy Corner

Gus Radley
Jason G Hamilton

William “Buzzer” Ropes Ill
Wotton’s Lobster Wharf

Charles Rogers, Sr.
Donna Rogers

Carl Simmons, Jr.
Diane Cowan

Evelynne Small
Kathye Small

Dale Torrey, Sr.

Georgia Armstrong

Tripp Dixon

James & Elaine Herlan
Raymond & Carol Michaud
Christopher & Gail Nelson
Andrew Ray & Sara Buchen-Ray
Mary Lou Weaver

Winter Harbor Co-Op

Mason Warren
Fraternal Order of Eagles:
Ladies Aux. Social Fund

Skip Werner
Ltcol. Margaret Jealous

Susan Young
E Richard Young
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Thank you to all who donated

to the MLCA in 2023!

$15,000—%$19,999

South Bristol Fisherman's Co-Op

$10,000—$%$14,999

Farm Credit East

$5,000—%$9,999
Scott Carroll
DuraBrite

York Lobstermen's Association

$1,000—$4,999

Sarah Baskin, Brooksville Art Show
The Clam Shack, Kennebunk*

Bruce Farrin, Farrin's Boatshop
Cynthia Hosmer

Lincoln Millstein

Steven & Linda Paquette

Veronica Stubbs, The Scone Goddess LLC

$500—$999

Anonymous
The Boathouse, Kennebunkport*
Catherine Bunton

Downeast Housewives for the Fishing
Industry

Edward & Lisa Goldfinger

George & Diantha Harrington
Kennebunk Savings Bank

Luke's Lobster, Portland*

D.E. McLaughlin

Ng Ng Inc.

Portland Lobster Co., Portland*
Union River Lobster Pot, Ellsworth*
Sara Walbridge

$100—$499

Aesthetic Surgery & Dermatology of
Cherry Creek

Arts in the Barn, Cushing Historical
Society Art Show

Leif & Kimberly Albertson
John Benoit
Joseph & Paula Benoit

Joanna Bentley

Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance |

. |;I?4p9 ¢
é? é%@ﬁb .%
‘MLCA:

0 A

? 2
QWNGT“

Glen & Karen Billings
Frederic Bowers
Scott & Cynthia Craig
Sarah Crowell
Stephen Culver

Mike Cunningham
David Decamp
Rudolf Graf

Evan Goodkowsky
Mike Hartmann
Stuart Jones

Kennebunk Savings Bank, in honor of
outstanding employee Becky Jacobs

Amy Lent

Diann Longstreet
Nathaniel Lyon
John Madden

Kathy Madrazo, in memory of Peter
Goldstein

The Maine Lobstermen’s Community

Alliance (MLCA) serves as an
educational and charitable

organization serving both fishermen

and the general public who feel a

strong affinity for this historic fishery

and its people.

For information on our programs
or how you can contribute,
please visit us at

www.milcalliance.org
or call 207-967-6221

PO Box 315

Maine Lobster Festival

The Maine Oyster Company
Penelope Mardoian

Judith McKenna

Kent Mohnkern

Rick Morton

Mark Murrell, Black Point Seafood
Garner Palmisano

Jenny Patterson

Antonina Pelletier

Michael Putzel & Ann Blackman
William & Deborah Shenton
Frederich Voelker

Kerry Wentworth

Lisa White, Art by Lisa, in memory of
Douglas Cressey

Up to $100
Theresa Burnham
Sarah Corson
Susan Curtis
Geary Brewing Co.
Ellen Hall

John Kamerrer
Richard King

Lew Leathersich
Stephanie Lewis
Bruce Marshall
Cheryl McGrath
Joan McVickar
George Munson
Michael Nash
John & Carolyn Nutter
Dayle Purington

Ted Rogers, DC, Rogers Chiropractic
Center

Shari & Derry Roopenian
Round Top Ice Cream

Ed Steinbert

K. Stephens

Eloise Vitelli

Peter Wallace

*Celebrate the Maine Lobster Roll
event sponsored by the Maine
Lobster Marketing Collaborative .

Kennebunk, ME 04043
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Vessel Insurance

Falmouth, ME - Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG
approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and

more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution
Brunswick, ME — Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.

207-607-7118 www.rgtaxresolution.com

Automotive

Weirs Buick — GMC

Arundel, ME — Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070 www.weirsgmc.com

Bait

Nor’east Bait LLC

York, ME — $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com

Boat Builders/Repairs

SW Boatworks

Lamonie, ME — $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427
www.swboatworks.com

Electronic Equipment

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham, WA — Discounts & Specials for
MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117

Durabrite Lights
Garden City, NY = Free Shipping for MLA
members 201-915-0555

Hydraulics

Hamilton Marine

Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME — Discounts
available to commercial fishermen.

North Atlantic Power Products

Exeter, NH — 10% discount for all service
repair of twin disc transmissions, 15% off any
new MGX seties

603-418-0470

Trident Sustainable Plastic Solutions
Kittery, ME — 5% discount on all insulated
fish boxes. 610-715-0789

Fuel & Electricity

Midcoast Solar, L1.C

New Harbor, ME — MLLA members receive
20% off for businesses and 18% off for
residential from our Community Solar Farms,
with a local $100 gift card or donation to
MILA for subscribets

207-350-3060 www.midcoastsolar.com

Gifts

Maine Camp Outfitters
Sunset, ME = 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.

800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association

Kennebunk, ME = 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hotels

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH — 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LLC

South Portland, ME — 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth — (Ellsworth, ME)

Hampton Inn, Downtown/Waterfront —
(Portland, ME)

Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston —
(Rockland, ME)

Residence Inn by Marriott —
(Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates 7]‘07’ MILA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MIL.A
for booking information, or mention MIL.A when
booking.

Many thanks to the businesses that not only support us
but offer a discount to YOU, our members.

Lobster & Seafood

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coo
Winter Harbor, ME — 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers

Commercial Fisheries News

Deer Isle, ME — Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA = Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

Accu Tech Marine Propeller Inc
Dover, NH — 10% off all services.
603-617-3626 www.accutechmarine.com

New England Propeller Inc

Plymouth, MA — Discounts on marine pro-
peller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804 www.neprop.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME = 5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

www.nautilus-marine.com

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME — $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME — 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment

Cross Insurance Arena

Portland, ME = Special discounts to shows

at the Cross Arena in Portland! Use promo
code GFRIEND at checkout. Order by phone,
online, or in person at the box office.

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
Freeport, ME — 15% off tours for
MLA members. Must show MLA
card. 207-798-2001

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath ME — Free admission for card holding
MLA members. 207-443-1316

Show your MLA card to receive great discounts at these fine businesses!
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!

Atlantic Sea Farms

Liz Johndrow

20 Pomerleau St.

Biddeford, ME 04005
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com

MLA members can get 25% off order

AUTOMOTIVE

Weirs GMC Buick

1513 Portland Rd.

Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
info@weirsbuickgme.com
www.weirsbuickgme.com

Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS

CBS Lobster

52 Union Wharf

Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish

370 E. Eagle St.

East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com

Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.

Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

Nor'east Bait LLC

Tom Canino

4 Vacation Dr.

York ME 03909
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
https://noreastbait.com

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

Royal River Boat Repair
Alan Dugas

307 Bayview St
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577
alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks

358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Lange Solberg

11 Bellwether Way

Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only! Call for more info.

DuraBrite Inc.

310 Ellington Ave. E
Garden City, NY 11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Navroc Marine Electronics
Jason Philbrook

156 New County Rd.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
WWW.Navroc.com

FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT

Farm Credit East
Shannon Webber

615 Minot Ave.

Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

Twin City Financial Group

Mike Godin

1071 Lisbon St

Lewiston, ME 04240 207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com

Locations in Brunswick, Stonington &
Farmingdale

FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Hamilton Marine

with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181

Portland: 774-1772

Jonesport: 497-2778

Kittery: 439-1133
mail@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Ketcham Supply Co, Inc
Myron Horzesky

11 Myrtle St

New Bedford, MA 02740
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

North Atlantic Power Products
Dan Jones/ Jay Perrotta

15 Continental Dr

Exeter, NH 03801

603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

Tightlines Tackle

Cody Barter

60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

Trident SPS

Bruce Hannough

1 Wheelhouse Way

Kittery Point, ME 03905
610-715-0789
sales@tridentsps.com
https://www.tridentsps.com

Colby & Gale

Matt Poole

154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

Maine Camp Outfitters

Melissa Daniels

300 Sunset Rd

Sunset, ME 04683 800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel & promotional
product orders.

HYDRAULICS

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.

28 Route 86

Seabrook, NH 03874

603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com

10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.

Hews Company LLC

190 Rumery St.

South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136  info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative

2 Union St.

Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

INSURANCE

Acadia Benefits

Connor and Kevin Kennedy

50 Portland Pier, Ste 301
Portland ME 04101
207-615-0560 (Kevin)
207-822-4385 (Connor)
kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
www.acadiabenefits.com

FA Peabody Insurance

Josh McGuire

254 Main St

Calais, ME 04619 800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1

Falmouth, ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL

Atwood Lobster

Travis Thompson

286 Island Rd

Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermen's Coop
PO Box 258

Islesford, ME 04646 207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Delano Seafood

Kendall Delano

2090 Atlantic Highway
Waldoboro, ME 04572
207-832-7902
www.delanoseafoodmarket.com

D.C. Air and Seafood

258 Newman St.

Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139

The Lobster Co.

1272 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
207-985-8824
lobcoretail@yahoo.com
www.thelobsterco.com

Luke’s Lobster

84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072
207-332-0304
jeff@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Lobster Outlet

Caanan LeTourneau

360 US Route 1

York, ME 03909

207-363-4449
caanan@mainelobsteroutlet.com
https://mainelobsteroutlet.com

RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

ShopLobster, Inc.

Nick Perreault

66 Main St., suite 304
Ellsworth, ME 04605
207-386-9320
nperreault2029@gmail.com
www.shoplobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
bryan@shucksmaine.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.

S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop

PO Box 87

Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116

Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327

sicoop@tds.net

MARINE ENGINES

Cummins

110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

Gillespie Marine, LLC

Mike Gillespie

519C Gardiner Rd.

Wiscasset, ME 04578

(207) 504-2652
GillespiemarineLLC@yahoo.com

Power Product Systems
Joel Rumelhart

432 Warren Ave
Portland, ME 04103
207-797-5950
info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com

REAL ESTATE
RE/MAX Jaret & Cohn
Camden: 236-9626
Belfast: 338-4220
Rockland: 596-0352
Vinalhaven: 863-2554
Waldoboro: 832-5219
info@jaretcohn.com
www.jaretcohn.com

REFRIGERATION SERVICES

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.

Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy's

50 & 70 Perkins Cove Rd.
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

Island Lobster Co.

20 Island Ave

Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

Mason's Famous Lobster Rolls
Weston Leonard

600 Atlantic Ave.,

Virginia Beach, VA 23451
757-644-7685
wleonard@missionfoods.com
www.masonslobster.com

Red’s Eats

Debbie Gagnon

Water St., Wiscasset, ME 04578
207-882-6128
debbiegagnon222@yahoo.com
www.redseatsmaine.com

TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES

Brooks Trap Mill

Stores in Portland, West Bath,
Jonesboro, and Wakefield, Rl
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
in Friendship, Columbia Falls
570 Cushing Rd.

Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.

9 Digital Dr.

Biddeford, ME 04005
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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JONESPORT SHIPYARD REMAINS PART OF MAINE'S WORKING WATERFRONT

By Melissa Waterman

= ~Haulout Storage
*Reparr Suppliess
*Restoration.

The Jonesport Shipyard is a mainstay for fishermen on the Downeast
coast. Now it is under new ownership. Photo from Facebook.

It all started with a casual conversation.

“I'was talking with Tim Toppins [Toppins Diesel and Marine Service in Columbia
Falls] and he told me that the Osmond Beal’s boatshop [on Beals Island] sold. It
wasn't offered to anyone on the island. A person from Florida bought it, cleaned
it up and put up a gate and a lock;” said Jon Johanson, publisher of Maine Coast
News, president of Maine Lobster Boat Racing Association and the Maine Built
Boats organization.

Johanson was concerned. There remain only a small number of properties
along the Maine coast dedicated to boatyards, wharves and all the other uses
needed for the state’s commercial fishing fleet. Those properties have high
value to those who want to live by the sea and have the money to pay for the
privilege. But the need for working boatyards and access to the ocean remains
critical to fishermen.

“The writing’s on the wall about what’s going to happen,” Johnson said.

So, rather than see another important property in the area change into a non-
commercial use, Johanson decided to act. In November 2023 he concluded
purchase of the Jonesport Shipyard, known as the Frost Shipyard until it was
purchased by Sune and Patricia Noreen in 1985. The property had been for sale
for several years.

“It’s the only boatyard between Mount Desert Island and Eastport, other than a
small one in Sorrento and the one that closed in Winter Harbor,” Johanson said.

“Sune had worked with Bert Frost years ago. He had Bert’s shop and then they
built the big building and small store and office,” Johanson said. The approxi-
mately four-acre property fronting on Moosebec Reach includes the two boat-
building structures as well as a 20-by-130-foot launch ramp, two deep-water
moorings for boats of up to 45 feet and a three-bedroom house. Over the years
the Noreen family added services including storage, wood and fiberglass repair,

Storm damage continued from page 1

total to Governor Mills. The Governor, in turn, sends a request to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for assistance if the estimated costs
are greater than the damage threshold set for the state.

In late January Maine’s Congressional Delegation wrote to FEMA in support
of the Governor’s request that the agency consider the two storms as a single
disaster for purposes of damage assessment. MEMA sent a letter to FEMA on
January 17 stating that the damage thresholds have been met to qualify for
FEMA assistance in all eight of Maine’s coastal counties.

Those affected by the two storms can find information at

+ Maine Flood Resources and Assistance page: https://www.maine.
gov/governor/mills/flood

« The MLA’ Disaster Relief Resources page: https://www.mainelobster-
men.org/

« 'TheIsland Institute’s page: www.islandinstitute.org/2024/01/11/janu-
ary-2024-storm-resources-for-assistance-and-damage-reporting.

restoration, haul and launch service,
showers and laundry, moorings,
supplies, and rental apartments for
visiting yacht crews.

Johanson also learned that Wilbur
Yachts had been sold. The property
had been purchased by a Southwest
Harbor neighbor. Johanson prompt-
ly bought the entire machine shop,
filling three tractor trailers, and one
boat mold for a duck boat. “We'll
build one and see what happens,’
he laughed.

Services offered at Jonesport
Shipyard are already expanding.
“Joe Lowell is moving his shop,
Downeast Custom Boats, up from
Yarmouth. I've got a young welder
who will be working in the new
welding and machine shop. A new
guy at H&H will be doing wiring and electrical work. I know lots of people up
and down the coast so if there’s a problem, I know who to call”

Joe Lowell will be returning to
Downeast Maine when he moves
his boat shop to the Shipyard from
Yarmouth. Facebook photo.

Alonzo Alley will run the yard and oversee operations. Johanson’s wife, who
retired from Eastern Maine Medical Center last September, is in charge of the
business at the moment.

His aim is to build up a clientele of commercial fishermen who want to store
their boats or have work done on them during the winter. Johanson knows
that the word will get out eventually and hopes that the business builds up
slowly and steadily. But underneath it all remains his dedication to ensuring
Maine continues to have working waterfronts. “I bought it to protect it. For
some people a million dollars is nothing. They could buy it and it all goes
away, he said. “A big chunk of Beals Island could come up in the next ten
years. And then what?”

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Sheddar
Standard

Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

Riverdale/Aquamesh Trap Wire
- Inventory of trap wire in store
- Variety of sizes and colors available
- Some trap kits in stock
- Order any size trap kits you may need

BUOYS:
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway
Sea Master

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836
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TO YOUR HEALTH: A healthy relationship with alcohol is important

By Matthew Hamm, MD, MPH, and Ann Backus, MS, Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health

Many of us grab an alcoholic drink or two after a day at work to celebrate and
unwind. Most of us know a friend or family member who gets a little carried
away with alcohol from time to time. What’s the big deal? To answer this, one
must understand what alcohol is and how it affects your health. This knowl-
edge can help you help a loved one who has an unhealthy relationship with
alcohol.

For thousands of years, civilizations across
the globe have consumed beverages contain-
ing ethanol, a simple molecule commonly
called alcohol. Like today, ancient alcohols
were made from a variety of plants and were
used socially, religiously, and medicinally.
However, most primitive spirits contained
only 1% alcohol by volume. As distillation
enabled “harder” drinks — drinks with more
alcohol — the social temperance movement
grew to oppose alcoholic drinks and the ef-
fects of drunkenness. In fact, Maine was
among the first states to make alcohol illegal
to produce or consume, from 1851 until 1934.

Alcohol affects our body in many ways. When
we drink, alcohol is absorbed quickly by the
blood vessels in our gut and spread through-
out every part of our body. Our cells turn ethanol into acetaldehyde and other
toxic chemicals which in turn affect cell function and change how our bodies
work. Most of us have experienced how alcohol turns down brain activity over-
all, helping reduce stress and perhaps ease falling asleep.

The negative consequences of alcohol outlast and
overshadow its positive effects. Alcohol causes can-
cer, organ failure, accidents, and damaged relation-
ships. There is no “safe” amount of alcohol. In the past
year more and more medical groups have encour-
aged everyone to cut back or not even start drink-
ing. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) recommend to not start drinking, and if you
do drink, limit yourself to 2 drinks per day for men
and 1 drink per day for women.

What does a healthy relationship with alcohol look like? Those with a healthy
relationship can turn down a drink at any time. They may enjoy drinking, but
they do not strongly crave it. Alcohol does not get in the way of their responsi-
bilities at home and work. Relationships with family and friends are not prob-
lematic because of their drinking. They never feel shaky, nauseous, or restless
the morning after drinking.

According to “Alcohol’s Effects on the Cardiovascular System,” by Dr. Mariann
Piano, many researchers stated that low to moderate drinking — 1 to 2 drinks
per day, for example — reduced some of the factors associated with cardiovas-
cular disease such as high blood pressure (hypertension). However, recent re-
search suggests that this health benefit was due to the healthy lifestyle choices
made by the study participants rather than a benefit of their mild drinking,
Even low consumption of alcohol increases your risk of cardiovascular disease.

What does an unhealthy relationship with alcohol look like? For those with an
unhealthy relationship, drinking interferes with how they want to live. They
give up social or work opportunities because of alcohol. They are apt to do

()
Refrigerate Mel

Sales, Service, Maintenance and Installation of:

Walk-In Coolers/Freezers © Lobster Chillers & Tanks
Bait Coolers/Freezers © Ice Machines & Equipment ® Process Refrigeration

Registered Efficiency

Maine Contractor . * v

ENERGENCY Apphed% e
SERVICE Refrigeration

AVAILABLE Services Commercial, Indusfrial

Senving all of New England
Licensed, Insured, Cerfified

(207) 893-0145

www.appliedrefrigeration.com

The negative consequences of
alcohol outlast and overshadow
its positive effects. Alcohol causes
cancer, organ failure, accidents,
and damaged relationships. There
is no ‘safe” amount of alcohol.

risky or dangerous things while drinking. Whereas a handful of drinks used to
work, they now need to drink even more to feel buzzed. Alcohol is preventing
them from being who they want to be at work, at home, or in the community.
According to Dr. Piano and a more recent study from the Biddinger team, the
scientific research tends to agree that more than a drink or two per day causes
increased blood pressure, hypertension, and coronary artery (heart) disease.

If you've ever known someone with an unhealthy relationship with alcohol,
there’s a good chance they were addicted. Alcohol abuse or binge drinking are
common; over half of all Americans strug-
gle at some point in their life. Some peo-
ple drink while using sedating medication,
marijuana, or other drugs. Mixing drink and
drugs is especially dangerous. Mixing the
two further impairs judgement and slows
response time. For a fisherman, this could
seriously affect how quickly and effectively
he or she responds to a dangerous situation.
Additionally, while many who drink alcohol
think it warms the body and counteracts
cold weather, the opposite is true. Alcohol
increases blood flow to the periphery — to
arms, legs, face — which results in a more
rapid loss of body heat.

These days there are many ways to help peo-
ple struggling with alcohol. More than ever,
new medications, behavioral treatments,
counseling, and community groups are available and succeeding in helping
those addicted turn life around and recover from unhealthy relationships with
alcohol.

If you know someone who might be struggling
from the effects of an unhealthy relationship with
alcohol, asking with genuine concern might be
just what he or she needs right now. Confronting
our demons is difficult, and we all could use a
good friend to see us through.

Whether your goal is to be financially secure, to
live better, or to strengthen your relationships in
2024, having a healthy relationship with alcohol is
a necessary first step. Whether you call someone
to help or simply turn down another drink, the steps you take today will benefit
you for a lifetime.

4 )
Help Is Available

The National Helpline for substance abuse
1-800-662-HELP [4357] Free, confidential, available 24/7

In Maine, dial 211 for free help
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association’s (www.mainecoastfishermen.org)

Fishermen Wellness Program
Blog and wellness information tailored to fishermen

New England Propeller

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers

Shafting

\
for Federal Flexible I
Michigan Wheel Couplings .’
Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Godfrey-Camp
Buck-Algonquin Znea

Drive
Hale MRI
\ 3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing

Top 10 Distributor

¢ Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.

¢ Duramax-Cutless Bearings
¢ Sierra Engine Parts

Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan

Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
&1.0. Propellers * PSS Mechanical Seals

CGheck out our shipping rates!!! 2 Days to Alaska. Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 ¢ 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com ¢ E-mail: neprop@aol.com

Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes
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GUEST COLUMN:  Two perspectives on challenges in 2024

The Working Waterfront, a publication of the Island Institute, asked several leaders involved in the marine sector for their thoughts on challenges facing
coastal commaunities in 2024. We reprint two commentaries here. First published January 23, 2024.

By Jeff Putnam

As we enter 2024, the industry must be proactive in monitoring the health of
the resource. The Department of Marine Resources conducts trawl surveys, a
ventless trap program, settlement tracking, and sends staff out on harvester
boats to count and measure every lobster trapped. There has been a decline
across the spectrum in recent years that has triggered a measure increase ef-
fective January 1, 2025.

Harvesters statewide have participated in these surveys, listened to the results,
and provided feedback from their own perspectives. The feedback that many
have provided, and what the most recent surveys are capturing, is that there
are positive signs in the juvenile lobster stock.

Harvesters and DMR scientists agree that expanding the surveys into a broad-
er habitat and depth range is important to capture the changes that we have
seen, such as increased sub-legal lobsters offshore.

Expanding the ventless trap program requires the collaboration of harvesters
willing to tend those traps and regulators willing to change the process from
random to targeted locations.

The sea sampling program needs more harvesters that are working the offshore
waters to participate for the purpose of capturing accurate resource shifts into
deeper water. If more data can be gathered from this program, then DMR can
cross-check what we are seeing in our traps with the trawl survey, which has its
flaws, and provide more information for the indexes that are used to regulate
the harvest.

Jeff Putnam is a member of Zone F Lobster Council and chair of the Lobster
Advisory Council.

By Sebastian Belle

More and more coastal community members have no family or historical con-
nection to making a living from the ocean. The ways many new residents view
and value the ocean are often quite different from folks whose livelihood de-
pends on the commercial use of the oceans.

As these demographic shifts occur, Maine’s working waterfront communities
also find themselves facing a rapidly changing marine ecosystem driven by cli-
mate change. Those environmental changes directly affect the resources that
are the basis for our working waterfront economy. Traditional working water-
front families and communities are struggling to adapt and find ways to con-
tinue their maritime heritage. Navigating a course through these challenges
will require new tools and changes in how we use the ocean to provide a viable
future for the next generation of working waterfront families.

Aquaculture is one tool that will help coastal communities become more re-
silient and provide opportunities for the next generation to continue Maine’s
maritime heritage. Aquaculture permits go through a rigorous public process
that ensures they will not damage the environment and create any conflicts
with other marine resource users. Put another way, they need “social license”
to operate. That’s a good thing and the state’s aquatic farmers support that re-
quirement. Social license requires that accurate information is available to the
public and that resource management agencies base their decisions on good
data.

As Maine’s coastal communities consider how to preserve their working water-
front traditions, accurate and objective information about aquaculture will be
vital. Maine is lucky that we have some of the most qualified aquaculture and
marine ecosystems researchers in the world. Their objective engagement will
be critical to the sustainable use of aquaculture as a tool to grow local, healthy
food and maintain our working waterfront traditions.

Sebastian Belle is the executive director of the Maine Aquaculture Association

SEA Rose TrRar COMPANY
9 Digital Drive
Biddeford, ME 04005

Lobster traps and supplies

« Trap kits, cages and finished traps

« Heads cut, strung, and hooped

« Stocking Cavatorta Seaplax Italian wire

« Stocking Fitec and Broad Creek twine in #21,
#24, and #27 thread

« Stocking Seamaster products including buoys,
ERGOs, weighted runners, and more.

Small enough to care; big enough to deliver
Family-owned business since 1993

Shop: 207-730-5531
Adam: 207-730-1651
Don: 207-730-2063
Eric: 207-653-6195

Email: searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com

Maine Coastal News
Covers the Coast

Like No one Else!

What happened at the lobster boat races this year?
Slow or fast we covered it all.

What is going on in the boat shops and yards?

Pick us up on a local newsstand
or receive it via subscription.

Maine Coastal News

P.O. Box 710, Winterport, Maine 04496
(207) 223-8846




Page 22 | LANDINGS | February 2024

— @

HERRING SUIT HEARD AT SUPREME COURT

The Supreme Court’s conservative majority appears likely to curtail the ability
of federal agencies to regulate a host of areas, signaling that a 40-year-old deci-
sion known as the “Chevron decision” could be in jeopardy. The two challenges
before the justices in mid-January arose from a 2020 federal regulation requir-
ing owners of fishing vessels in the Atlantic herring fishery to pay for monitors
who collect data and oversee operations while they're at sea. But herring and
the rule that gave way to the disputes were seldom mentioned during oral argu-
ments. Instead the plaintiffs argued that federal agencies should not be given
deference to interpret laws that were vague in language.

MAINE EEL COMPANY RECEIVES INVESTMENT

American Unagi Inc., a Waldoboro company
that is the only U.S. producer and processor of
American eel, received a $1.5 million investment
from RuralWorks Partners LLC, an impact invest-
ment firm with offices in Vermont and Minnesota.
The investment aims to support the company’s
future growth. Operating in partnership with
the local Passamaquoddy Tribe, American Unagi
said it’s positioned to supply escalating demand
for eel among food consumers, notably within a

fast-growing market for Japanese cuisine. Sara Radamaker,

founder and president
of American Unagi.

CANADIANS CONCERNED ABOUT U.S.
MINIMUM SIZE INCREASE

In January 2025 the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) will
institute automatic increase in the minimum size of lobster that can be har-
vested in the U.S. This change has caused some concern among Canadian lob-
stermen and processors. In January 2025, the minimum legal size will increase

to 3-5/16 inches (84 millimeters), and it will go up to 3-3/8 inches (88 millim-
eters) in 2027. Legal carapace sizes in the Maritimes vary from as small as 2.95
inches (75 millimeters) to as large as 3.25 inches (82.5 millimeters).

The change will likely mean more small lobsters will have to be processed in-
stead of sold whole, said Charlie McGeoghegan, chair of the Lobster Fishers
of PE.I. Marketing Board. At its January meeting, the ASMFC clarified that it
intended Canadian lobsters smaller than the new U.S. minimum for Lobster
Management Area 1 cannot be imported to the U.S. ASMFC has drafted an ad-
dendum to solicit public comment on this.

2023 U.S. LOBSTER SEASON “SOLID”

Stable supply and a strong Asian market provided the basis for a solid year
for the North American lobster industry, according to SeafoodSource. North
American lobster landings are expected to be down 5% in 2023 once totals are
released, but the resource is in excellent shape and continues to be reliable,
according to a panel of shellfish experts speaking at the 2024 Global Seafood
Market Conference in Florida in January. “We've been hovering right around
300 million pounds as a total category for many years after a big run-up in the
1990s and early 2000s,” said Ready Seafood Vice President Andrew Daughan.
“It’s a wild-caught species, so youre going to have some fluctuations in land-
ings, but year after year it has proven to be a consistent fishery”

MAINE KEEPS STABLE ELVER QUOTA

In January the Department of Marine Resources announced that Maine would
retain its 9,688 pounds of elver quota after a decision by the American Eel
Board at the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s (ASMFC) winter
meeting. The fishery generated more than $20 million in revenue last year. The
Board recognized the strong management measures that DMR has put in place
to avoid exceeding the state’s allotted quota and to reduce incidents of ille-
gal harvesting. Draft Addendum VI contains options for how long the quota
should remain in place. The ASMFC will provide an opportunity to review and
comment on the Draft Addendum later this year.

Scan our QR code to find out
more about NEFSA.

The New England Fishermen’s Stewardship Association is an alliance of the
wild harvesters of the waters off of New England, dedicated to educating
the public about how best to manage our seafood resources through sound
science and best practices of conservation used by fishermen, with a view
toward economic well-being, ecosystem sustainability, and U.S. food security.
www.nefishermen.org

For groundfish, long line, gill net,

dragging contact:

Jerry Leeman Ill, NEFSA Founder & CEO

herring seining, scallop and other

jerryleeman@fishermenstewardship.org

207-615-6483

For lobster, crab, clam/
worm, elver fisheries and
menhaden seining contact:

Dustin W. Delano, Chief
Operating Officer
coo@fishermenstewardship.org
207-615-6352
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Coents Calendar

( More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org

February 5
Lobster Zone F Council Meeting, 4-5 p.m.,
Yarmouth Town Hall.

Aquaculture Public Scoping Session, Robert
Brewer and Marsden Brewer, 5 p.m., Deer Isle
Town Office.

February 7
Lobster Zone A Council Meeting, 4 p.m.,
Washington Academy Library, East Machias.

February 12

Maine Sea Grant American Lobster Initiative
Regional Research & Outreach Summit,
Portland Regency Hotel, Portland.

Shellfish Advisory Council Meeting, noon-
3p.m., DMR offices, Augusta.

February 12-13

Sea Grant American Lobster Initiative Regional
Lobster Research and Outreach Summit,
Portland.

February 14
Aquaculture Public Hearing - Love Point
Oysters, 1 p.m., Harpswell Town Office.

February 15

Public Hearing for Proposed Rule-Making for
Atlantic Menhaden, 2024 Season, 5 p.m., DMR
office building and via Teams.

February 23

Aquaculture Public Scoping Session - Ferda
Farms, 3:30 p.m., Cundy’s Harbor community
hall, Harpswell.

February 25

2nd Annual Chowder’s On! Community
Luncheon & Fundraiser, Kittery Community
Center. Event is SOLD OUT, but donations
accepted at www.mlcalliance.org/events-1.

February 26

Aquaculture Public Scoping Session - Pleasant
Cove Oyster Farm, 3 p.m., Boothbay Town
Office.

February 29-March 2
Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Samoset Resort.

March 1
MLA 70th Annual Meeting, Samoset Resort,
Rockport.

March 5-7
North Atlantic Right Whale Vessel Strike Risk
Reduction Technology Workshop, Arlington, VA.

March 10-12
Seafood Expo North America, Boston
Convention and Exhibition Center, Boston.

)

MARINE COMPANY
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
MARINE CONSTRUCTION

Docks, Aluminum Ramps, Floats, Piling, Erosion
Stabilization and Dredging Covering the Waterways
of Maine, New Hampshire & Massachusetts

www. prockmarinecompany.com
Rockland, Maine
207-594-9565

Tailored Financing Specifically
For Your Marine Needs.

New Boat Construction * Used Boat Loans
Traps & Gear Loans ¢ Refinancing & Repowering

CONTACT: Jim Amabile ¢ 1.800.974.9995

MEMBER FDIC f2Y EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

144 US Route One
Scarborough, Maine

MAINE
FINANCIAL GROUP

A Katahdin Trust Company Affifiate

Two new Officers have joined the Department of Marine
Resources Maine Marine Patrol after graduating from
the Maine Criminal Justice Academy. Callahan Crosby of
Rangely will serve in the Rockland and Vinalhaven/North

Haven patrol.

As a Marine Patrol Officer, he will conduct patrols, in-
spections, investigations, and protective services work
related to marine resources, boating safety, and criminal

and rescue efforts on tidal waters. Crosby served as an

intern with Marine Patrol from 2021 to 2022 focusing
primarily on the lobster and elver fisheries. He received a

From left, Callahan Crosby, Marine
Patrol Colonel Matt Talbot, DMR
Commissioner Patrick Keliher,
August Campbell. DMR photo.

NEW FACES IN MARINE PATROL

August Campbell of Rockport, Massachusetts, will serve as
a Boat Specialist assigned to the Patrol Vessel Dirigo II in
Section 1 which extends from Kittery to Yarmouth.

As a Boat Specialist, Campbell will be responsible for patrol
vessel operations during routine law enforcement patrols,
search and rescue efforts, and investigative work. Campbell’s
work history includes serving as a marine mechanic and as
a deckhand and sternman on Massachusetts-based fishing
vessels. He attended Maine Maritime Academy and holds a
U.S. Coast Guard 100-ton Master License.

“These two Officers bring important skills and experience
to busy patrol areas,” said Marine Patrol Major Rob Beal.
Both men will begin working in their assigned areas im-
mediately while they complete Marine Patrol’s 45-day field
training program.

HY-LINER
ROPE COMPANY

CHASE LEAVITT & CO.

Marine Safety ¢ Consulting Since 1854

~EPIRBs, Survival Suits, Life Jackets

~Inspections and Battery Replacement Center

~The Chart Room: Paper Charts, Chart Kits, Books,
Navigational Tools, Courtesy Flags and more

~Take out service at our new Portland location!
Highest quality rolz;es made in Maine
SuperSink ¢ SteelLiner ¢ EasyPull ¢ Float Ropes

HY-LINER ROPE COMPANY
ST. GEORGE, MAINE

84 Cove St, Portland 772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd, Ellsworth 667-9390

WWW.CHASELEAVITT.COM
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1958 PHOTOS CAPTURE GLIMPSES OF LOBSTER FISHERY'S PAST

Maine photographer Kosti Ruohomaa was
a award winning photojournalist during the
1940s and '50s. He grew up in Rockland and
graduated from Rockland high school. He at-
tended art school before leaving Maine to work
for Walt Disney Studios. Ruohomaa then spe-
cialized in photography, working for the famed
Black Star photo agency in Manhattan. He shot
assignments all over the world for publications
like Look, Life, National Geographic and Ladies
Home Journal.

Ruohomaa documented the reality of rural
Maine, both inland and on the coast, and made
it visible to the world. He became an excellent
photographic storyteller, depicting Maine resi-
dents with honesty and dignity. Many years af-
ter his death in 1961 his photographs passed on
to the Penobscot Marine Museum in Searsport,
which has catalogued the images and made
them available online.
hitps://penobscotmarinemuseum.org/kosti.

Top right, Floyd Conant of Port Clyde and a dog pass the time in his fish house. Maine Coast
Fisherman ran a regular column for a number of years called “Fisherman’s Mug-up” which fea-
tured portraits of fishermen. This photo by Ruohomaa ran in the column in May 1958.

Bottom right, Ote Lewis and family were long-time residents of “Trails End” in Owls Head. He
was one of the founders of the Rockland Lobster Festival and member of the MLA board of
directors in the 1950s. In this 1958 photograph, Lewis works on lobster traps in his workshop
with freshly painted buoys above his head.

Left, Gene Rackliffe, a lobsterman from Wheelers Cove in South Thomaston, works on lobster
traps in his workshop in 1958. Ruohomaa took many photographs of Gene and members of his
family at work and at their home in Spruce Head.
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' :’%‘ 4 POWER AT WORK

W Miss Armity, built by H&H Marine,
~ powered by Scania 13-liter engine,

WMilbridge, ME

e

Out there, confidence in performance, reliability and operating
economy are the only things that count. With this in mind, we
created the Scania marine solution: An array of flexible options

including ratings, equipment, instrumentation and transmissions.

Whatever your specification, we will provide you with the optimal

Scania marine solution.

Power at work, every inch of the way.

www.mackboring.com - 800-MACK-ENG



